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I0pi# LWEPBAK: <AAMEPUKA AONOMOTAA BPSITYBATH
XKUTTS TAKMX YKPATHLLB, SIK 11, Y APYTIH CBITOBIX BIHHI.
HAM 3HOBY NOTPIBHA AOMOMOIA»

The Hill: America helped save the lives of Ukrainians like
me in World War Il. We need help again. By Yurly Scherbak

«The Hilly (y nepexnaoi 3 anzniiicoxoi Ilazopo, memaghopa Kanimoniiicoxozo Ilazopoa CILA) — amepurancoka 2a-
3ema ma yughposa mediakomnanis, wyo dazyemuoca y Bawmunzmoni. 3ocepedscyrouuce na nonimukax, nonimuyi, 6izne-
ci ma mixicnapoonux eionocunax, «The Hilly euceimnioe Konepec CIIIA, npe3udenmcmeo ma euxonaguy énaoy. Iaze-
ma 0e3K0uImo8HO NOWUPIOEMBCA Y OPYKOBAHOMY 6u2ia0i 8 ycix ogicax Konzpecy CIIIA, no écbomy Bawunzmony. Ha-

OpYKysamucs 6 ubomy 6UOAHHI HAO36UUATIHO NPECMUIHCHO.

HYBCS IO CBOTO pimHOTO MicTa KreBa, moiHO 3BiTh-

HEHOTO BiJI TPUPIYHOT HIMETbKOi OKyTaIii. Moe MicTo
JeXano B pyiHax, OUTBIIICTE HOTO KUTETIB 3HUKIN B TITHMIi
BiliHH, a kepTBU babuHoro Spy Bosaigu mpo moMcry.

Toxi meni Oyso numie 10, ane s BXKe 3HaB, 1110 BUKKUB 3aB-
JIIKU aMEPUKAHCHKIH MPOIOBOJIBYIi JOIOMO31. Y KO TPH-
BaB >KBaBUI1 0OMiH aMEPHKAHCHKHMH MPOIYKTAMH, BKIFOUYAHYH
JKyBaJIbHYy TYMKY, TIEYHBO, TYIIOHKY, curapetn Camel 1 ma-
JIEHBKI IJJACTHKOBI MOJeli O0HOBHUX JITaKiB.

Toxi s He 3HaB, WO BIITKY 1944 poKky cripaBxHi BiiCHKO-
Bi mitaku CHIA — B-17, B-24 mitaroui ¢opreri Ta BUHUIITY-
Baui Mustang — perymisapao npwiitanu Ha 6asy BIIC CIIHA
(USAAF Station) B IlonrtaBi B pamkax omepartii «®peH-
THK» («Biguadinymmuii»). [Ticias 6omOapayBaHb HIMEIBKHX
00’extiB oHax 100 6omMOapayBanbHUKIB 1 70 aMepHKaHCHKIX
BHUHUIIYBaYiB [MOBEPTAIUCS HA YKPATHCHKY 3€MITIO, II00 Bif-
MOYUTH, JO3AMPABUTH 1 BIJPEMOHTYBATU CBOI JIITAKH Ta MO~
TTOBHUTH 3aracu 00M0.

BinBaxxai aMepuKaHCHKi XJIOMI[I HE TUTBKH BiIIIOYNBAIN
YH 3aKOXYBATKCS B YKPATHCHKUX [TIBYAT, Oararo 3 HUX 3aruHyJIN

YGepewi 1944 poky, piBHO 80 pOKiB TOMY, sI TIOBEp-

M7 9ac HaJIbOTIB HIMEIBKOI aBiamii. Miii Hapon 3aBxau
Oyne BISIYHUN UM TepOsIM.

S 6orotBoprB AMepuky B 1944 poi: e OyB Miii ganexuid,
ajie ONMM3BKUM IPYT 1 pATIBHUK. AMEPUKAHCHKI (iTbMHU, TXKa-
30Ba My3uKa, aBToMo011 Studebaker i mxumm Willys, acmipus,
OJISIT 1 KA, sIKi pATYBaJIM HAC BiJl TOJOIHOT CMEpTi, — BCE L&
Ha3aBXI1 3aJUIIUTHCS B MOEMY CEpIIi.

3BHYAIiHO, 51 HABITH YBI CHI HE MIT YSBUTH, 1110 B 1994 pori
Bor i nons npusenyTs MeHe 1o BammHrroHy sik mocna He-
3alekHOl YKpaiH! i JO3BOJATH I TIHOIIIE Mi3HATH 1 TIOJFO-
OWTH IO BEJIMKY KpaiHy.

51 MaB 4ecTh MO3HAHOMUTHUCS 3 TAKIMH BUAATHUMH aMe-
pukanmsmu, sik Tenpi Kiccinmkep, 30irHeB Bike3iHCHKUIA,
Joxopmxk By, [xelime beiikep, binn Kninton, En T'op, boo
Hoyn, Hetor [iurpiy, ik Yeitni, Binbsm [eppi, Pobepr Ieiirc,
Mapnen Onbpaiit, Konnoniza Paiic Ta inmi. Bix Hux s 6ara-
TO YOTO HABUMBCS MPO AEp>KaBHY MYIPICTh 1 AEMOKpATIIO.

[Mumatocs Tum, 1m0 OpaB yyacTs y po3po0ii nepiroi Yro-
IIU TIPO CTpaTeridHe MapTHEPCTBO Mixk YkpaiHoto Ta CILIA.

CroropHi, ko YkpaiHa nepeOyBae y BOTHI TeHOIUIAHOT
BiitHu Pocii, sika 1moHs BOMBA€E IECATKHU YOJIOBIKIB, )KIHOK i
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ITeH, pyHHye€ JiKapHi, IKOJIH, TeaTPH, My3ei Ta JKITIIO, 5 3ra-
JIyT0 TIPO HACTIIKH HAINCTCHKOI arpecii, CBigkoM sKoi 51 OyB
y pimHomy Kuesi y 1944 porti. 3HOBY s 3BepTarocs 10 AMe-
PHKH 3 BISYHICTIO Ta HAJIEIO.

Jlskyro 3a IOTIOMOTY, SIKy AMeprKa Hajajga MOii KpaiHi,
1 CIIO/IiBAIOCS HA MPOJIOBKEHHS 1Ii€1 KUTTEBO BAXKIIUBOI JO-
TIOMOTH.

Hi, s He X0y 1 He OUiKYy!0, 11100 aMepUKaHIll THHYIIN B YK-
paiHi cbOTOMHI, K 1XHi Jiau B 1944 pori.

Aute s Takox He xouy, o0 y4eHs ['iepa Bomomumvmup [1y-
TiH 3HUIOUB YKpaiHy, 3HUIMINB Miii HAPOJ, a IIOTiM BUPYIINB
y €BpOITy, 3HHUITYIOYH €BPOATIIAHTHIHHIA TIPOCTip Oe3MeKH, CBO-
6oy Ta IeMoKparii, it moOymoBH Ta mATPUMKH sikoro CLITA
Tak Oararo 3poownu micys pyroi cBiTOBOT BiitHH.

AMepuKkaHili MOBUHHI 3po3ymitu, mo IlyTiH HeHaBu-
JUTh AMEpHUKY Tak camo, sk 1 Ykpainy. Bin 3HeBaxxae ame-
PHUKAHCBKY JIi0epalibHy JEMOKPATHYHY 17€0JIOTIt0, 11 AyX 1H-
JUBIIyaIbHOT CBOOOIHU Ta 11 MPUXWIBHICTE OCHOBHHM I[iH-
HOCTSIM, SIKi JIe>KaTh B 11 OCHOBI. 3epHa HOro HEHaBHCTI MO-
JKYTh IIPOPOCTH B YOPHUH yporKal SAEpHUX aTak, Ko Po-
cist po3rpoMuTh YKpaiHy, a motiM BumpoOye anbstac HATO ta
CIIA.

Jonomararoun YKpaiHi 3aXHIIaTH HAITY 3eMITIO, HAIITUX Ii-
Tel 1 Hamry cBOOO/Y, aMepHKaHIli 3aXHIAI0Th CBOIO BIIACHY
3eMIII0, CBOIX JiTeH 1 CBOIO cBOOOMy. | 11e TOMY, 1110 CHHHM Ta
JIOYKA YKpaiHu OOpIOThCS 3a MPHHIMIM, SKi HAJAUXHYIN
MEPIINX aMEPUKAHCHKHX NATPIOTiB MiHATH 30pOI0 POTH HAai-
OibIIIOT IMIIEpii TOTO Yacy.

51 nepexoHaHu#, o nopsix i3 Gpi3MYHNMH 3aKOHAMU 30e-
pekeHHs Marepii Ta eHeprii icHye BiYHUIT 3aKOH 30epe)KeHHS
cBobomu. Komm Amepuka copMmyBaacs siK Hallisl, 3aCHOBa-
Ha Ha 3acajiax cBoOOH, ilf JOBETIOCS BECTH IOBTY BU3BOJb-
Hy BifHY ITPOTH CBOTO KOJIOHiaJIbHOTO rocrnonaps. Ilepemora
B it 60poTHOi Oyina 3abe3medeHa 3aBIsikn JomoMo3i Opan-
ii. Cratyst CBobomu, mogapyHok Hapony @paniii, cyXuTh
CHMBOJIOM 1 HaraJyBaHHSM TIpO IO 60pOTHOY 3a cBOOOAY i
BOJIIO.

Cnonyueni lItatn AMepukH, sIKi HAPOAMIKCS, TIPOTOJIO-
IYFOYH, 110 BCi JIFOAM CTBOPEHI PIBHUMH 1 MalOTh IIPaBoO Ha
JKHUTTSI, CBOOO/Y Ta IPparHeHHs JI0 IACTS, € TOJIOBHUM CBITO-
BUM I'apaHTOM IIbOTO 3aKoHy. Jloromaratoun YkpaiHi, AMeprka
BUKOHYE He JIMIIE CBilf 000B’ 30K, a i CBOE MPU3HAYCHHS.

«The Hill»: IOpii Illepoax 6ys naozeuuaiinum i no-
enogarcnum nociom Yepainu ¢ CLIA (1994-1998), nocnom
Ykpainu 6 I3paini, Kanaoi ma Mexcuuyi.
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The Hill: America helped save the lives of Ukrainians
like me in World War II. We need help again. BY YURIY
SCHERBAK

In March 1944, exactly 80 years ago, I returned to my na-
tive city, Kyiv, which had just been liberated from three years
of German occupation. My city lay in ruins, with most of its
inhabitants having disappeared in the darkness of war, and the
victims of the Babyn Yar massacre crying out for revenge.

I was only 10 at that time, but I already knew that I had sur-
vived thanks to American food aid. There was a lively trade
of American products at school, including chewing gum, bis-
cuits, stew, Camel cigarettes and small plastic models of com-
bat aircraft.

I didn’t know then that in the summer of 1944 real U.S. war-
planes — B-17s, B-24 flying fortresses and Mustang fighters
—regularly flew to and from a U.S. Airforce base in Poltava
in central-eastern Ukraine as part of Operation Frantic. After
bombing German targets, more than 100 bombers and 70 U.S.
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fighters returned to Ukrainian soil to rest, refuel and repair the-
ir planes, and replenish their bomb stocks.

The brave Americans didn’t just relax or fall in love with
Ukrainian girls: many of them lost their lives during German
air raids. My people will always be grateful to those heroes.

Iidolized America in 1944: It was my distant but close fri-
end and savior. American films, jazz music, Studebaker cars
and Willys jeeps, aspirin, clothing and food that saved us from
starvation — all of this will remain in my heart forever.

Of course, I could not even imagine in my dreams that, in
1994, God and fate would bring me to Washington as the am-
bassador of an independent Ukraine and allow me to get to
know and love this great country even deeper.

I 'have had the privilege of making the acquaintance of such
prominent Americans as Henry Kissinger, Zbigniew Brzezinski,
George W. Bush, James Baker, Bill Clinton, Al Gore, Bob Dole,
Newt Gingrich, Dick Cheney, William Perry, Robert Gates, Ma-
deleine Albright, Condoleezza Rice and others. I learned much
about statesmanship and democracy from them.

I am proud to have participated in the drafting of the first
Strategic Partnership Agreement between Ukraine and the Uni-
ted States.

Today, when Ukraine is in the throes of Russia’s genoci-
dal war that kills scores of men, women and children every day
and destroys hospitals, schools, theaters, museums and hou-
sing, I am reminded of the consequences of Nazi aggression
I witnessed in my native Kyiv in 1944. Once again, my eyes
turn to America in gratitude and with hope.

Gratitude for the help that America has thus far given my
country and hope for the continuation of this vital assistance.

No, I do not want or expect Americans to die in Ukraine
today, as their grandfathers did back in 1944.

But I also don’t want Hitler’s disciple Vladimir Putin to des-
troy Ukraine, annihilate my people and then continue into Eu-
rope, destroying the Euro-Atlantic space of security, freedom
and democracy, which the U.S. did so much to build and ma-
intain following the Second World War.

Americans must understand that Putin hates America as
much as he hates Ukraine. He despises America’s liberal de-
mocratic ideology, its spirit of individual freedom and its ad-
herence to the basic values that underlay its foundation. The
seeds of his hatred could germinate into a black harvest of nuc-
lear attacks if Russia crushes Ukraine and then tests the NATO
alliance and the U.S.

By helping Ukraine defend our land, our children and our
freedom, Americans are defending their own land, their own
children and their own freedom. And that’s because Ukraine’s
sons and daughters are fighting for the principles that inspi-
red the first American patriots to take up arms against the grea-
test empire of the time.

I am convinced that, along with the physical laws of the
conservation of matter and energy, there exists an eternal law
of the conservation of freedom. When America constituted it-
self as a nation based on the principle of freedom, it had to fight
a long war of liberation against its colonial master. In this strug-
gle victory was assured because of the aid of France. The Sta-
tue of Liberty, a gift from the people of France, serves as a sym-
bol and reminder of this fight for freedom and liberty.

The United States of America, which was born declaring
that all people are created equal and have the right to life, li-
berty and the pursuit of happiness, is the world’s main guarantor
of this law. In aiding Ukraine, America is fulfilling not only
its duty, but also its destiny.

Yuriy Scherbak was ambassador extraordinary and ple-
nipotentiary of Ukraine to the United States (1994-1998), and
ambassador of Ukraine to Israel, Canada and Mexico.
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