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Volodymyr OHRYZKO

Poccusa — 3To He4yTo
CTPALUHOE, CMELUHOe
U CThiAHOE.

Amutpo bukos,
POCIMCbKMIA MUCbMEHHMK

Po3BUTOK POCIi BMPOAOBX OCTAHHIX ABOX AECATU-
AiTb CAPUYUHMB MOSBY HU3KM 9BMLLL, LLLO MPU3BEAU AO
MOACLUTABOHMX 3MIH 9K BHYTRILLIHBOMOAITUYHOT CUTY LT
KPQiHW, TOK i il CTAHOBMLLLO HO MIDKHOPOAHIM ApeHi. Y
XKOAHOMY PA3i HE MPETEHAYIOYM HO BCEOCHKHMM AHO-
Ai3 3A3HAYEHMX MNOAIN, CNPOBYIO MO3HAYUTU HAMITOAOB-
HILLI BUKAMKM, 9Ki MOCTAAM NEPEA Cy4acHOto Pocielo,
TA MOAIAMTUCS CBOIMM MOTASACMM HA il MEPCNEKTUBM.

3AEBIAbLLIOTO 1 AHOAI3YBATUMY MATEPIAAM 3 PO-
CIMCbKMX AXKEPEA, YHMUKAIOHYM B TOKMKM CMOCIO 3BMHY-
BAYEHb Y pycodoobii. Lle, 0AHAK, 30BCiM HE O3HAYAE,
LLLO 9 MOTOAXYIOCH 3 MO3ULLIAMM, YCIMA OLLIHKAMM TA
MAXOAOMM GBTOPIB, HO 9KMX MOCUAQIOCH.

Russia is ‘a dread, droll,
and disgraceful place’..

—Dmitriy Bykov,
a Russian writer,
about his home country [1]

Over the last two decades, the development of
Russia has led to a num-ber of phenomena that have
resulted in sweeping changes both domestically and
internationally. While claiming no comprehensive
analysis of these events, | will attempt to outline at
least the major challenges besetting modern Russia
and share my vision of its future prospects.

My analysis will be primarily based on Russian
sources, thus avoiding accusations of Russophobia.
This, however, is not to say that | agree with the per-
spective, all assessments, and approaches of the au-
thors cited.

The Disintegration of Russia: Threat or Opportunity? 5



Boaoanmmp OIPU3KO

6 Po3naa Pocii: 3arpo3a 41 LaHc?




1. BAAAA
TA CYCNIABCTBO

[lpe3naeHTCbKa AMKTATYpPQ CTa-
AQ AKEPEAOM BAQAM, CTepLum
HLUI IHCTUTYTU HQ MOPOX.

Ainis LLIeBLLOBA, MOAITHKMHS [2]

Kiabka 3HOYYLLMX noain 2020-2021
POKOX Yy POCI: yXBAAEHHS MOMPABOK
AO KoOHCTUTYUIl TO BIAMOBIAHMX 3QKO-
HiB, OTPYEHHS TA MEePECAIAYBAHHS MO-
AITMYHMX OMOHEHTIB, MOPYLUEHHS MPAOB
AOAMHM, TOHIHHA HQ Npecy, LeH3ypda
COLLIQABHMX MEPEX TOLLLO 3CACBIAYMAM
nepexia POCIMCbKOI MOAITMYHOI CUC-
TEMM B iHLLY MAOLLMHY. OCb 9K OMMCY-
lOTb ii ONO3MLIMHI Alsdi (A03BOAIO COBI
No30ABUTKM BAC, LLUGHOBHMM YMUTANY,
noTpedbu BUTPAYATM HAC HA QAHAAI3
NEPEMOXHUX PEAALLM NPO «MIAHATTA 3
KOAIH», («EKOHOMIYHY CTABIABHICTEY Y
(AYXOBHI CKpenm»y 3 60Ky OiLLiMHMX
0OCi®, d HOATO — OPILIMHMX NPONAraH-
AMCTIB. BOHM MarKe IAEHTUYHI 3 TUMU,
Lo 6yaun i 3a yacis CPCP, 10610 € MO-
HINYASLLIEIO, A BIATAK iX HE MOXXHA Bpa-
TW 30 OCHOBY AA DOAQK MOBEPXHEBOIO
AHAAIZYy. AedKi 3 HUX 9 HOBOAXY AMLLIE
AA9 TOTO, ABU MPOIAIOCTPYBATHM HEA-
AEKBATHICTb POCIMCBKOro  odoiLLiosy).
Xo4a BCi ekcnepTH (MOAITUKM, BYEHI, Ny-
OAILMCTU, AiSHI KYABTYPM TOLLLO), KOTPMX
9 LLMTYBAB, AOTPMMYIOTBCS PI3HMX MOAI-
TUYHUX MOTASAIB, | PO3MAITTA TXHIX OLL-
HOK €, 6E3YMOBHO, BEAMKOIO LLIHHICTIO,
60 A03BOASE NMOBAYMUTK PocCito 3HAYHO
06’ eMHiLLe, KpALLLE 3PO3YMITH MpoLLe-
CK, 9Ki B Hik BIADYBQIOTbCA).

Aeski ekcnepty 6a4aTb y 3MIHOX AO
KoHctutyuii 2020 kiHeub AeriTMMHOCTI
K BAOAM, TAK | COMOI pOCiMCbKOI Aep-
XABU. TAKOI AYMKM, 30KPEMA, AOTPU-
MYETBCS MoAiToAor Baaepint CoaoBen
[3]. BeTepaH 30BHILLIHbOI PO3BiAKM [1aB-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

1. GOVERNMENT
AND SOCIETY

Presidential dictatorship has be-
come the source of power, re-
ducing other instfi-tutions fo dust.

—Liliya Shevtsova,
a political scientist [2]

The years of 2020 and 2021 have
marked several milestones in Russia:
Amendments to the consfitution and
relevant legislation, poisoning and per-
secution of political opponents, human
rights violations, press crackdown, so-
cial media censorship, etc. have ush-
ered in a fransition of the Russian politi-
cal system to a different quality.

Here is how it is described by oppo-
sition figures (I will fake the liberty, my
dear reader, to save you the bother of
analysing worthless victorious tales of
Russia’s ‘rising from its knees’, ‘econom-
ic stability’ or ‘spiritual bonds’, uttered
by both officials and official propagan-
dists. They are almost identical to those
of the Soviet times, thus being a mao-
nipulation that cannot serve as a basis
for even perfunctory analysis. | present
some of them just for the sake of illus-
frating the insanity of the Russian estab-
lishment). Although all the cited experts
(politicians, scholars, social commenta-
tors, cultural figures, etc.) hold differing
political outlooks, the diversity of their
assessments is undoubtedly of great
value, allowing for a much wider view
on Russia and a deeper understanding
of its domestic processes.

To some experts, the 2020 consti-
tutional amendments put an end to
the legitimacy of government and
the Russian state itself. This view, for
instance, is held by political scientist
Valeriy Solovey [3]. P. Basanets, a
foreign intelligence service veteran,

The Disintegration of Russia: Threat or Opportunity? 7
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AO bacaHelb roBoputb NPO AEPXAB-
HUKM NepeBopoT. «[...] MyTUH coBep-
LWMA TOCYAOPCTBEHHbIM NepeBOpoT,
HE3QKOHHO M3MEHMB KOHCTUTYLMIO W
OBOHYAMB CBOW MPE3NAEHTCKME CPOKM)
[4]. Aiaep pyxy «Aisun dopoH™ Ceprin
YAQAbLLOB ©Q4MTb Y 3MIHAX A0 KOHCTU-
TYLT (PA3HYIO U AMLLEMEPHYIO CNeL,o-
nepauuio No OTKPOBEHHOMW Y3ypna-
LMK BAACTHY [5].

| HOBAAI FA3ETA

believes that ‘[...] by illegally amend-
ing the Constitution and resetting
the clock on his presidential terms,
Putin has carried out a coup d'état’
[4]. According to Sergey Udaltsov,
the leader of the far-left movement
Left Front, the constitutional amend-
ments are ‘a nasty and hypocritical
sting operation aimed at a blatant
usurpation of power’ [5].

HecmeHaemocTb [yTuHa — y3ypnauua Bnactu.

Hatomictb ekcnept HOpin Papor
YBOXKAE, WO TenepiwHs Pocia - ue
(ABTOPUTAPHbIK PEXUM C OMNOPOM
Ha BOEHHO-MOAMLLEMCKO-TOCYAQP-
CTBEHHYIO OIOPOKPATUIO U MPEUMY-
LLLECTBEHHO OAMIAPXMHECKMIA KAMUTAA.
OTAMYOQETCs arpeccMBHOM BHELUHEHU
NOAUTUKOM, BOMHCTBYIOLLMM HALMO-
HOAM3MOM (B BUAE PALLUU3IMA), AEMA-
rorneM (TPOAULUOHHBIX) LLEHHOCTEH,
BKAIOYMAS M (NPOABUAbHYIO) LLEPKOBb)
[6]. MPpO AMKTATOPCbKUIA PEXUM NULLE
MOAITUYHUM orAsAa4 Kupuao Poros: BiH
cTBepAXye, Wwo 2020 pik «CTAA TOAOM
OKOHYATEALHOTO Nepe-y4pexAeHus
Poccuu kak aukTatypbm [7]. Tenepilu-
HIO POCIilO 9K GAHTPOMOAOri4YHY AUKTQ-
TYPY» (PO3MoAiA AIOAEM 3Q MPUHLM-

In furn, expert Yuriy Rarog believes
that today’s Russia is ‘an authoritarian
regime relying on military, police, and
state bureaucracy as well as predomi-
nantly oligarchic capital. It stands out for
its aggressive foreign policy, bellicose
nationalism (represented as Rushism),
demagoguery of “fraditional” values, in-
cluding the “correct” church’ [6]. A dic-
tatorial regime is mentioned by political
columnist Kiril Rogov: He argues that in
2020, ‘Russia definitively reasserted itself
as a dictatorship’ [7]. According to Yuriy
Pivovarov, a corresponding member of
the Russian Academy of Sciences, mod-
ern Russia is an ‘anthropological dicta-
torship’, dividing people under ‘friend-
or-foe’ principle [8].

8 Po3naa Pocii: 3arpo3a 41 LaHc?



MOM «CBIM — YY>KMMY) BAYUTb AKAAEMIK
PAH KOpin NMueosapos [8].

AEeLLOo KATETOPUYHILLMMM €  AESKI
iHWi ekcnepTu. [oaitoaor TAi6 [Mas.-
AOBCbKMMN, HAMNPUKAQA, KOXKE, LILO CV-
YOCHMM PO3BUTOK POCIi — «3TO TAKAA
6apxaTtHaa doawmsauman [9]. Cxoxor,
XO4 i 3HOYHO TOCTPILLIOI AYMKM AOTPM-
MYETBCS APIAOCOTD | KYABTYPOAOT Irop
AkoBeHKO: «MyTuHckas KoHcTuTyums,
KOTOPAS BbIAC MPUHATA HA NEeHbKAX 1
moAs 2020, 3TO KOHCTUTYLMUA KOPMO-
PATUBHOIO, O MPOLLLE U MOHATHEE, doa-
wmMcTCcKoro rocyaapcteay [10].

MNpPo «KOpPMopPALLio), KA 3AXOMUAC
BAOAY B POCIi, AyMKM ekcnepTiB mau-
K€ OAHOKOBI: LLe CMAOBKMM BAOK, MO-
EAHOAHMM i3 MICLLEBMM OAIFCPXATOM.
Y Pocii «[...]Bca BAACTb (MOAUTMYE-
CKQ$, 30KOHOAQTEAbHAS, CyAebHaOs,
OAMMHUCTPATMBHAS,  CAEACTBEHHOS,
OUHAHCOBAS U T.A.) MPUHAAAEXMUT
Kopnopauun CcOTPYAHUKOB cneL-
cAyx6 (KCCC)», — HAroAoLlye MOAi-
TUYHMM  €KCNEPT, KOAMLLUHIM PAAHMK
MyTtiHO AHaApiM IanAapioHoB [11]. TicAs
po3naay CPCP wmatok «[...] mmne-
PUM MOA YNPOABAEHUMEM ObIBLLIMX KOM-
MYHMUCTOB HA3BAA cebs Poccumckom
PepepauMent U BCKOPE BOCCO3ACA
MMMEPUIO, TeNeEPb KAK MadpuosHoe
rocyAdapcTBON, — BBOXKAE BAorep Irop
EiamaH [12]. «[...] BAaaumup MyTHH -
3TO AMAEP ONPEAEAEHHOW KOAAULLUM,
COCTOSILLLEN U3 YEKUCTOB, CUAOBUKOB,
BMK, rocyAapCTBEHHbIX KOPNOPALUHM,
HOMMHAABHO YACTHbIX OAMFAPXOB, KO-
TOpbi€ TOXE BCTPOEHbl B 3Ty CUCTE-
MY, OHM PECTABPUPYIOT BPEXKHEBCKMIA
CoseTtckmit Coto3 OT CMMBOAMKM, OT
PUTOPUKM AO PEMPECCHUBHBIX MPAK-
MK [...]», — 3AQYBAXXYE MOAITHK, ICTOPMK
Boroammmp Pukkos [13]. A onosmuLin-
HUIM NOAITMK OAEKCIM HOBAABHUIA, KM
CTOB BEAbMM BIAOMMM TMICAS HEBAOAOI
cnpobu PCE Moro oTpyitm, NPIMmo 3a0-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

Other experts are somewhat more
emphatic. For instance, Gleb Pavlovs-

kiy, a political scientist, says that Rus-
sia’s contemporary development is ‘a
velvet fascisation’ [?]. Igor Yakoven-
ko, a philosopher and cultural expert,
shares a similar, albeit far more acute,
belief: ‘Putin’'s Constitution, approved
by tree stump voting on 1 July 2020, is
a constitution of a corporate or, simply
put, fascist state’ [10].

As for the ‘corporation’ that has
seized power in Russia, experts’ views
are nearly identical: This is a bloc of
security forces combined with local
oligarchy. In the words of Andrey II-
larionov, a political expert and Putin’s
former adviser, in Russia, ‘[...] all power
(political, legislative, judicial, adminis-
frative, investigative, financial, and so
on) rests with the Corporation of Secu-

rity Officials (CSO)’ [11]. According to
blogger Igor Eidman, when the USSR
collapsed, a part ‘[...] of the empire,

ruled by former communists, called it-
self the Russian Federation and soon
recreated the empire, this time as a
gangland’ [12]. Viladimir Ryzhkov, a
politician and historian, is of the opin-
ion that ‘[...] Vladimir Putin is the lead-
er of a certain coalition consisting of
chekists, security officials, the military
and industrial complex, state corpora-
tions, and nominally private oligarchs,
also incorporated into the system,
that are seeking to restore Brezhnev's

The Disintegration of Russia: Threat or Opportunity? 9
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BMB, LLLO POCIHCbKA BAGAQA — L& ({KY4-
KA MPEeCTYNHUKOB, BPDEMEHHO OOAe-

YEHHbIX BAOCTbION [14].

He 30QAMLLMBCS MO3Q YBATOK €KC-
NepTiB LLLe OAMH BODKAMBMK E€AEMEHT
TenepilHbOl POCIMCBKOI AEP>XXABHOC-
Ti — T iMNEepCbKICTb.

«Te, KTO MOAQraeT, YTO MMMNEPUS PYX-
HyAQ BmecTe ¢ pacnaaom CCCP, npo-
AOAXKQIOT >XXMTb B OOABLLIOM MAAIO3MM.
Mmnepus NpocTO HECKOABLKO YXXKAAACH
B rPAHMULLAX), — HATOAOLLIYE dbinocodd
i nyOAiumcT Baamm LWrena [15]. «Poc-
CHICKAsi TOCYAQPCTBEHHOCTb, Oepy-
LS HOYOAO B MOCKOBCKOM LLOPCTBE
BTOPOM MOAOBMHbLI 15 BEKO, € camoro
HO4YOAQ BCTAAQ HA NYyTb MMMNEPCKOM
aKcnaHcumn CbOroAHI LLle (KOAOHUAAb-
HAA MMnNepusy, NuLle ekCnepT-MiKHa-
POAHMK TTABAO Ay3iH [16].

le -
TOro, LLLO FTOBOPATb MPO CBOIO KPAIiHY
POCIGHM, YMIO CBIAOMICTb LLLE He OT-
PYIAQ IXHS XX NpOnaAraHAQ.

OTXe, 9Ki TOAOBHI O3HAKKM Cy4ac-

AMLLE HEBEAMKA HYACTMHA

HOI POCIMCbKOI AEP>XABHOCTI, HA
AYMKY POCIMCbKMX €KCMNepTiB, KOTPI
3AQTHI MUCAUTU KPUTUHHO @

1. BAaaa B Pocii € HeAeriTuMHoOIO,
TOMY LLLO BAITKY 2020 pOKYy TAM Yy4u-
HUAU A€PXXABHUNA NEpPEBOPOT.

2. TenepilHIO HEAETITUMHY BAAAY
B Pocii MOXHO onuMcaTu K aBTOpPMU-
TAPHO-AUKTATOPCbKO-KOPNOPATHUB-

Soviet Union from symbols and rheto-
ric up to repressive practices’ [13]. In
turn, opposition politician A. Navalny,
who rose to fame after surviving an at-
fempted poisoning carried out by Rus-
sia’s Federal Security Service, explicitly
stated that the Russian authorities are
‘a bunch of criminals temporarily vest-
ed with power’ [14].

Experts also take cognisance of an-
other essential element of modern Rus-
sian statehood, its imperial nature.

As philosopher and social column-
ist Vadim Shtepa stresses, ‘Those be-
lieving that the empire fumbled down
together with the collapse of the USSR
are sftill living in a great delusion. The
empire has just slightly shrunk in size’
[15]. ‘Russian statehood, dating back
to the Muscovite Tsardom of the lat-
ter half of the 15™ century, has always
pursued a path of imperial expansion’,
expert in international relations Pavel
Luzin says, adding that, ‘Today, it is a
colonial empire’ [16].

This is but a small portion of what is
said about the country by the Russians
whose consciousness is not yet soaked
in their government’s propaganda.

Thus, what are the main features
characterising modern Russian state-
hood as seen by Russian experts able
to think critically?

1. The Russian government is ille-
gitimate because a coup d'état took
place in the country in summer 2020.

10 Posnaa Pocii: 3arpo3a 4 LWaHc?



HY, WWLO NepeTBOpPUAO PP Ha Aepxka-
BY 3 O3HAKAmMu coawmsmy, 6a HaABiTb
HA OALUCTCbKY AEpXaBy.

3. Kepye uielo aAepxasoio Kopno-
palis CMAOBUX CTPYKTYP CHiAbHO 3
MicLLeBMMU OAirapxamm.

4.Pocis - aociimnepis, xiba aeLLo
MEHLLICA 30 PO3MIPOM.

Y1 € Ui BUCHOBKM ceHcalien? 9k
HO MeHe, Hi. BoHW Auwie niaTBep-
AXYIOTb T€, LLO MICAS AYyXeE KOPOT-
KOro nepioAy T.3B. «(EAbLLMHCHKOT BiA-
AUIMY POCia MOBEPHYAQCH AO CBOTO
3BMYHOTO CTAHY (OPAKYEEBLLLMHMY,
QBTOPUTAPU3IMY TA AMKTATOPCTBA 3
eAeMeHTaMM coawmsadi. B icTopito
BIAIMLLAM 4ACKM HOBITb «CYBEPEHHOT
AEMOKPATIN 3 1Tl AGAEKMMM BIA 3BM-
YAMHOI AEMOKPATMYHOI  MPAKTUKM
O0BOMEXEHHIMM TA 30060POHAMM. Te-
nep BAOAQ 3a06pAAQ B POCIdH OyAb-
AKi LLUOHCKM HO BAOCHY AYMKY TA NpO-
TECT, 3HOBY MOBEPHYAQ iX Y pabCbke
CTiMAO nokipHOCTI Ta 6e3npas’s.
Take we moxHa 6yao 6 yasutn cobi
y XIX 41 HaBiITb XX CTOAITTAX, OAE AAS
LLMBIAI3OBAHMX KPaAiH Yy XXI CTOAITTI Le
TOTOABHWMI  AHAXPOHI3M. [PUKACAM
MisHivHOT Kopel, Kutato 4m binopyci
HOBPSA Y4 HAAMXAKOTb AEMOKPATMY-
HE CYCNiAbCTBO.

CTOAO OYEBMAHO, LLLO BAOAQ WM Ti,
XTO MMUCAUTb KPUTUYHO, (P03 IDKAXKA-
IOTbCAN B Pi3HI OOKM, i LA TPILLLMHA MiX
HUMKM TAMOLLOE. [paBAfHa «eAiTan
30 CBOEIO CYTTIO TA MPMPOAOIKD He
3AQTHO 3anoBirtn il MOrAMOAEHHIO.
TOMY 30 AE€9KMM HOC (HA >XAAb, MM
MOKM LLLO HE MOXEMO CMPOrHO3yBa-
T KOAM) LS TPILLMHA NEPETBOPUTLCS
HQ MpipBY.

B oaHiM i Tin camin Pocii nocta-
IOTb ABi Pocil.

LLe - nepwa rAMboka Ta cucTem-
Ha npo6Aema cy4yacHoi PP,

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

2. The current illegitimate govern-
ment in Russia can be described as
authoritarian, dictatorial, and corpo-
rate in nature, thus imparting fascist
hues to the state or even making it
altogether fascist.

3. This state is run by a corporation
of security forces and local oligarchs.

4. Russia remains an empire,
though somewhat reduced in size.

Are these conclusions sensation-
al? I would not say so. They only con-
firm that after a very short period of
the so-called ‘Yeltsin's thaw' Russia
returned to its usual state of the re-
actionary ‘Arakcheyev regime’, au-
thoritarianism, and dictatorship with
elements of fascisation. Even the era
of ‘sovereign democracy’, with its
restrictions and prohibitions far from
normal democratic practices, has
sunk info oblivion. The government
has deprived Russians of any chance
to have their own opinion and pro-
test. It has brought them back to the
total bondage of submission and
disempowerment. Conceivable in
the 19" and even 20" century, this is
completely anachronistic for civilised
countries in the 215 century. The ex-
amples of North Korea, China or Be-
larus are hardly inspiring for a demo-
cratic society.

It has become clear that the gov-
ernment and those thinking critically
are parting ways. The rift between
the two is widening, which the rul-
ing elite is inherently unable to pre-
vent. Unfortunately, we can’'t predict
when, but this rift will eventually turn
info an abyss.

Two different Russias are emerging
inside the country.

This is the first profound and sys-
temic controversy of modern Russia.

The Disintegration of Russia: Threat or Opportunity? 11
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2. Y NOWYKAX
AEP>XXABHOI IAEOAOIII
ABO HOBI (CTAPI)
«CKPEMN»

[TonbITKA MPOAOAXMUTL  M30BpeE-
TQTb M BHEAPATb HOBYIO FOCHMAEO-
AOTHIO — MyTb K OKOHYQTEABHOMY
PQA3BAAY U YHMYTOXXEHMUIO Pocchm!

Irop Yybamc, ictopuk [1]

MporoaocuBLM cebe «HACTYMHU-
Letoy imnepcokoi Pocii ta CPCP, Te-
NepiLHg BAOAQ B PP onuHMAQCH ne-
peA HEOOXIAHICTIO 3AMO3MYUTU CTAPY
YU BUIOAQTM SKYCb HOBY KOHLLEMLLO
abo iAelo, HOBKOAO 9KOT MAAQ © 3MO-
ry «3rypTyBATM) HOACEAEHHS KPAiHM.
[TyOAIMHO B34TM 30 OCHOBY LLAPCbKY
IMMEPCHKICTb HE MOXHA BYAO Yepes
npeTeHsito MOCKBM, 9KA MPATHYAQ HO-
AEXATU AO TPYMM LMBIAIBOBAHMX KPO-
iH. MNoBTOpPIOBATM AYpICTb Yyacis CPCP
Npo NOoBYyAOBY KOMYHI3MY O3HAYOAAO
OU BMMTKM 30 MEXI 3A0POBOTO TAY3AY,
QO HOATO B KOHTEKCTI BKPAM HEMPOMO-
PLIMHOIO, HE KOXY4YM BXE MPO 4KYyCb
CMPOBEAAMBICTb, PO3MOAIAY COLLIAAb-
HUX 6Aar B PP. AAe, OCKiAbKM POCin-
CbKE CYCMIAbCTBO >XMBE B ICTOPMYHO
HE3MIHHIM MNAPAAMTMI, KPEMAIBCHKIN
BAGAI HE 3QAMLLAAOCH HIHOTO, KPiM §K
30MPOMNOHYBATM YEPrOBi «CKpEMUY —
iHLLI 30 HO3BOIO, Ti )K CAMI 30 3MICTOM.

IMNEPCHKICTb 3AMIHMAM HA «(PYyCC-
KM MUPY Ta «noBeaobecien, a KOMY-
Hi3M — HO «HETAIHHI POCIMCbKi LLIHHOCTIY,
(CBATY MPABOCAQBHY PyCb) TOLLLO, I'YCTO
3MACTUBLLIM LLE BCE TPAAMLIMHOIO Bpex-
HEK, A OCTAHHIM YHOCOM — i CTROXOM.

TOK WO X Le Take — «PYyCCKuM
MUPY2 TAPAAOKC Y TOMY, LLLO | B CAMIN
Pocii uboro A0 nytrs He 3HAIOTb. YCe
30AEXMTb BiA CTYMEHS «MPOCYHYTOCTIN
wekcnepTiBy ab0 MOAITUKIB.

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

2. FINDING STATE
IDEOLOGY, OR NEW
(OLD) ‘SPIRITUAL
BONDS'’

Attempts to continue inventing
and infroducing a new state ide-
ology pave the way to the final
breakup and destruction of Rus-
sial

—I. Chubais, a historian [1]

Having proclaimed itself the ‘suc-
cessor' of the Russian Empire and the
USSR, Russia’s current regime faced a
need to adopt the old or invent some
new concept oridea to rally the coun-
try's population. Imperial tsarism could
not be embraced publicly due to Rus-
sia’'s claim of belonging to the camp
of civilised counftries. Repeatfing the
Soviet folly about building communism
would be beyond the limit of sanity —
all the more so given the disproportion-
ate and grossly unfair distribution of so-
cial welfare in Russia. But since Russian
society is living in a historically constant
paradigm, the Kremlin authorities were
left with no option other than propos-
ing new ‘spiritual bonds’ under a new
name but with the same essence.

Imperialism was replaced with russ-
kiy mir (‘Russian world') and pobedo-
besiye (‘victory frenzy'), communism
was substituted with ‘imperishable Rus-
sian values’, ‘holy Orthodox Rus’, and
so on, all thickly oiled in traditional lies
and, more recently, fear.

So what is the ‘Russian world'? Iron-
ically, Russians themselves have not
quite figured it out. Everything de-
pends on how savvy certain ‘experts’
or politicians are.

For instance, there are those believ-
ing that the ‘Russian world’ was born in

The Disintegration of Russia: Threat or Opportunity? 13
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€, HANPUKAQA, TAKi, 9Ki BBAXKAIOTH
AQTOIO HOPOAXKEHHS KOYCCKOrO MMPQA))
862 pik — TOAI BYAO «3QCHOBAHO PyCby y
M. AQAOra. AEXTO CTBEPAXYE, LLLO Le
MOHSATTA BMHUKAO B XX CTOAITTI, O HAK-
CKPOMHILLI — HaO no4aTky XXI. Cnpoby-
€MO X0 TRILLKM pOo3ibpaTmcs.

XTO B3AraAi TaKi Ui «pyCcCKMen?
AAXKE (PYCCKMKA MUP) — LLEe MOXiAHE
MOHATTA. Lle «KpOBY, «3EMASH YU KOH-
doeciq? 9K ix 3iCTABUTK, HAMPUKAQA, i3
(«MOCKOBUTAMMY, (BEAIKOPOCAMM) Hi
(«COBETCKMMMY, Ba BiAbLLE — YKPQIHLLS-
MM 1 Binopycamme Cxoxe Ha Te, LLLO B
CYYACHUX POCIMCBKMX AOCAIAHMKIB HE-
MAE OAHO3HAYHOI, O TOAOBHE — AKOICH
OBrPYHTOBAHOI BIAMOBIAI.

9Kk nuwe pociMcbhka  Bikineais,
AAS O3HAYEHHS KPYCCKOro MMPAy «B
[poccumckon] Hay4HOM AUTEPATYPE

CAOOPMUPOBAAOCL TPU  OCHOBHbIX
TEOPETNHECKMX TIOAXOAQ — KYABTYD-
HO-LUMBUAM3IALIMOHHBIM, FEOMNOAUTHUYE-

CKUN 1 PEAUTUO3IHBINY.

AelLLo NPO LUMBIAIBALLIMHY CYTb «pYyC-
CKOCTM» 1 MMCAB Y CBOIW CTATTI [2], TOMY
OBMEXYCSH TYT AULLIE AEKMMM, HO MIM
MOTASA, BODKAMBUMKM  OCOBOAMBOCTIAMM
KYABTYPHOTO KOHTEKCTY LLbOTO MOHATTY.
BO BOHWM MAIOTb HE TIABKM KYABTYPOAO-
rYHEe 3HOYEHHS.

OCb LLLO NULLIYTb, PO3FASAQIKOYM TEMY
(PYCCKOro  MMmpQay, CYYACHI pOCin-
CbKi dpinocodbm Boaoammmp lMeTyxos
i Paica bapatu: «[...]|doopMmMpOoBaHME
MOOKACGHCKOM HauMKM K1 Poccumckomn
mmnepun, n Cosetckoro Cotosa npo-
XOAMAO 4epe3 PA3PACTOHME SKAEK-
TUYHON PYCCKOM KYAbTYPbI, KYAbTYpbl
MEXHALMOHAABHOTO B3AMMOAEMNCTBUSA
HQ OCHOBQHMM PYCCKOTO 43bIKON, (B AO-
COBETCKMK nepuoa “pyccKocTb” He
6bIAG MHCTUTYLLUOHAAU3UPOBAHAN [3].

OTXe, BUCHOBYEMO, LLO, NO-Nep-
LLe, MUTOMO (POCIMCbKOIN KYAbTYpPH
9K TAKOI He iCHyBAAO, 60 BOHA OyAd

862, the year when ‘Rus was founded’ in
the city of Ladoga; others suggest that
this notion emerged in the 20™ century.
The most conservative estimates put the
date at the beginning of the 21 centu-
ry. Let us tfry and sort it out a bit.

Who are these ‘Russians’ in the first
place? After all, the ‘Russian world’
must derive from ‘Russians’. Is it ‘blood’,
‘land’ or faith? How do they, for in-
stance, correlate with ‘Muscovites’, ve-
likorossy (‘Great Russians’) or ‘Soviets’,
not to mention Ukrainians or Belaru-
sians? Apparently, contemporary Rus-
sian researchers do not have a definite,
much less reasoned, response.

According to Russian Wikipedia,
‘there are three theoretical approaches
to defining the “Russian world™ in [Rus-
sian] scientific literature: cultural and civ-
llisational, geopolitical, and religious’.

| have presented some thoughts
on the civilisational essence of ‘Rus-
sianness’ in my article [2]; therefore, |
shall confine myself here only to cer-
tain, in my view, important peculiari-
fies in the cultural context of this no-
fion, since their meaning is not limited
solely to the culture lens.

Here is what contemporary Russian
philosophers Vladimir Pastukhov and
Raisa Barash write in considering the
fopic of the ‘Russian world': *[...] the for-
mation of a civic nation both in the Rus-
sian Empire and the Soviet Union hap-
pened through the sprawl of eclectic
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EKAEKTUYHOK CYMOIO BCbOrO, LLLO PO-
CiMCbKIM AEP>KABI BAOAOCSH (HOXAMNATN
MPOTArOM CBOET ArpecmBHOI iCTOpPIl, A,
no-Apyre, i Camoi (pycCKOCTU» B HiK
SKOCb He MPOrASAaAo. [1DOAOBXYIO-
YU AOTHHMM AQHLIIOXKOK, POOUMO BU-
CHOBOK: IK HEMAE «PYCCKOCTMY, TO HE
MOXE BYTU 1 (PYCCKOro mmpan. Tox
OyAo 6, MaBYTb, HOATO CMIAMBO TOBO-
PUTK NPO YAC MOTO «3AMOYATKYBAHHS
853 poKy B AQAO3i, AKLLLO BipUTK OdI-
LLIMHIM  MOCKOBCbKIM «icTopiorpadoii.
A HOATO 3BOXKAIOYM XO4a 6 HA TOU BO-
HOABHMIA | BIAOMMI HABITb LLUKOASPOM
ADOAKT, O 862 poky, TOBTO AMLLE Ye-
pe3 AEB'dTb POKIB MICAR «3ACHYBAHHS
PycCi» 30 MOCKOBCbKOIO BEPCI€IO, KMiB-
CbKi KH$I3i HO YOAI BEAMKOT APYXXMHM (BiA
6 A0 10 TMC. BOIHIB) y>XKE€ XOAMAM MOXO-
AOM HAO KOHCTOHTMHOMOAb — TOAILLIHIO
CTOAMLLIO MOTYTHBOI Bi3QHTIMCBHKOT im-
nepii. Lle CBiAYMTb LLLOHOMMEHLLIE NPO
Te, o KuiB ByB LLEHTPOM HE FKOTOCb
LLLOMHO 30CHOBAHOIO MOCEAEHHS ((«Tpwm
KOAQ — ABQ ABOPQY), O AOYHKLLIOHOAb-
HOI AEPXABM 3 yCiMa aATpmOyTaMM,
AKi M1 HOAEXATb, — BAQAOID, APMIEIO,
MOAQTKOBOKD CUCTEMOIO TOLLLO. AAe
FTOAOBHE MUTOHHS IHLE: AO 4Oro TyT
y3araAi MockoBis2 MpoCTo 3raAdmmo
CMNPABXHIO AQTY 30CHYBAHHS MOCKBM —
a ue Bxe Xl ctoaittal Ae CAOB'aHM 3i
CBOEIO BEAMKOIO AEPXXABOIO TOTO HACY,
a A€ YIrPO-DIHCBKI MAEMEHQ, LLLO XXMAM
LLLE B HAMIBAMKOMY CTAHI. TA 30AMLLAMO
BMCHOBKM MPO «MNepLUIOPOAHICTbY PycCi
HO AQAO3i HO COBICTI TENepPILWHIX po-
CiMCbKMX «nNpodpecopiBy (i HE TiAbKM).
BuraayBatm 1a Bpexartm — ixHin Tpaam-
LLIFMHMIM, XOM | 3AMAICHSABIAMM, XAID.

TO KOAM X TOAI BCE-TAKU BUHAMLLAM
OTOMU KPYCCKMM MUY

LLiKaBMM  OrAA  MNPETEHAEHTIB  HA
3BAHHA «OTLLO-OCHOBATEAD IAET «pYyC-
CKOrO MMpPO» (Bia apxeoAora rpadod
Cepris YBaposa, apamarypra Oaek-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

Russian culture, the culture of interethnic
engagement, based on the Russian lan-
guage’, ‘in the pre-Soviet period, “Rus-
sianness” was not institutionalised’ [3].

In this way, we can conclude that,
first, a true ‘Russian’ culture as such has
never existed, as it is an eclectic sum
of everything that the Russian state
has managed to grab during its in-
vasive history and, second, that ‘Rus-
sianness’ itself is not really discernible
in it. Building on this line of reasoning,
a conclusion can be drawn: If there is
no ‘Russianness’, there can be no ‘Rus-
sian world'. Consequently, it would be
too daring to frace its ‘emergence’
back to Ladoga in 853, as the official
Moscow ‘historiography’ claims. All
the more so when we consider, inter
alia, the stale fact well-known even
fo schoolchildren that in 862, i.e. only
nine years after Rus had been ‘found-
ed’ according fo the Russian version,
Kyiv princes led their large armies
(6,000-10,000 wairriors) to lay siege to
Constantinople, the then capital of
the mighty Byzanfine Empire. At the
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caHapa OCTPOBCHKOTo AC dhinoCcoda
Mwukoam AQHMAEBCHKOTO) pPOBUTL Cy-
YACHMM POCIMCbKMIM doinocodd Cep-
rin Koyepos. BiH AOXOAMTb BMCHOBKY,
LLLO ACBPM MEPLLIOCTI BCE X TAKM CAIA
BIAAQTUM IHLLOMY POCIMCbKOMY dDIAO-
cocposi Metpy LLleapoBuLibkomy (30-
3HAQYMO HA Beperax, Wo, AHAAIZY4M
TEMY (PYCCKOrO MMpPAy», LLEW CBTOP
MOrOAXYETbCS 3 BUCHOBKOM LLLE OAHO-
ro goinocodpa XIX cToAaiTTd B. [BaHOBG
Npo Te, LLLO (tHe MOXeT BbITb pyCcCKOro
Mupa 6e3 pycckoi naemn) [4].

Omxe, 3a . LLleApOBULBKMM: «pYyC-
CKMM MUP) CKAQBCH (B TeyeHue XX
BEKA MOA BO3AEMNCTBMEM TEKTOHMYE-
CKMX MCTOPMHECKMX CABMIOB, MUPOBLIX
BOMH M PEBOAIOLIMI HO MAQHETEY | HUHI
Le «ceTeBas CTPYyKTypa OOAbLLUMX W
MUOABIX COODLLLECTB, AYMOIOLLMX M FO-
BOPSALLIMX HO PYCCKOM $3blken [5].

Lo >, Bi3bMEMO Le 9K rinoTesy.
AAE 3 HEl BUMAMBAE BXE 3BOPOTHMM
AOTIYHMM BMCHOBOK: OTXE, OX AO XX
CTOAITTA 44 AO MOYATKY XX| CTOAITTY
>KUTEAI MIBHIYHO-CXIAHMX TEPUTOPIM HE
MOTAU IAEHTMADIKYBATK cebe 9K «pyC-
ckmx». bo K Hemae «umumpan, TaK He-
MQAE i THX, XTO MOTO YTBOPIOE.

Toal, 3BiCHO, MOCTOE ©E3AM iHLUMX
MUTAHb. HAMPUKAGA: Yy GKOMY «MMPEN
BOHM XXMAM PAHILLE | 9K BiH HO3MBABCA?
A i3 4Oro, 3 9KOro MATEPIAAY B3FAMCH
TOAI «pycckmen y XX CTOAITTe XTO €
XHIMK  Be3nocepesHiMM  KPOBHUMM
POAMHAMM | 9K BMAMBAAO HA (MCTUH-
HYlO, CBATYKO [PYCCKOCTbY CKTMBHE
KPOBO3MILLIYBAHHS 3 IHLLUMMMK, AQAEKO
HE «CBATMMM) HAPOAOMME YU MpPaB-
AMBUM Y 3B'S13KY i3 UMM € MPUMYLLEH-
HS, LLLO TMMM (PYCCKMMMY HACTPABAI
€ BCEIAHI «yrpO-AOIHCbKI MOCKOBMTIY,
LLLO BBIOPAAM TAKOX FEHETUYHI KOAM M
nam’atb OpAam TA YUCAEHHMX HOPOAIB,
AKi MOHEBOAMAMEZ A LLLO TAKE «PYyCCKAS
MAEM | KOAM BOHQA BMHMKAQZ Yomy

very least, this means that Kyiv was
the centre of not some newly found-
ed seftlement (‘three harrows and two
barrows’) but a well-functioning state
with all the necessary attributes: gov-
ernment, army, tax system, etc. But the
point is, Moscow does not have any-
thing to do with it. Suffice it to recall the
frue date when Moscow was founded:
It was as late as the 13" century! There
was a huge difference between Slavs
with their great state and semi-savage
Finno-Ugric fribes. But let us leave con-
clusions about the ‘birthright’ of Rus on
Ladoga on the conscience of mod-
ern Russian ‘professors’ (and not only
them). Figments and falsehood are
their traditional, though stale, bread.

So when did this ‘Russian world’
emerge?

Modern Russian philosopher Sergey
Kocherov offers an interesting account of
candidates for the position of the ‘found-
ing father' of the ‘Russian world’ con-
cept, (from archeologist Count Sergey
Uvarov, playwright Aleksandr Ostrovskiy
fo philosopher Nikolay Danilevskiy). He
concludes, however, that the palm of
supremacy should be given to another
Russian philosopher, Pyotr Shchedrovit-
skiy (on a side note, while analysing the
fopic of the ‘Russian world’, the author
agrees with the conclusion made by an-
other 19"-century philosopher, V. Ivanov,
that ‘there can be no Russian world with-
out a Russian idea’) [4].

According to P. Shchedrovitskiy,
‘Russian world’ took shape “in the 20™
century in response fo tectonic his-
forical shifts, world wars, and revolu-
fions around the globe” and is now ‘a
network of societies, large and small,
thinking and speaking in Russian’ [5].

Well, we can take that as a hypoth-
esis. This infers, however, an opposite
logical conclusion: Up unfil the 20™
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(PYCCKMMY — TEPMIH HA MO3HAYEHHS
HALOHOABHOCTI — L& MPUKMETHMK, O
HE IMEHHMK, 9K Y BCIX IHLLUMX HAPOAIB?
JAKLLLO «PYCCKMMY — L& KOHdbecid, TO
AKOK € HALLIOHOABHICTb (MiBHIMHO-CXIA-
HOrO HAPOAOHOCEAEHIMZ A KOAM X
3'9BMBCS OTOM CAMMM KPYCCKMM 93bIKY,
AKLLLO HOBITb BoAOAMMUMP AQAb BM3HO-
BAB, LLLO {MOCKOBCKMM HOPEYUEM TO-
BOPUT CAMA HEBOAbLLIAS YHOCTb HOPO-
AQ, MOYTU TOABKO B CTEHAX MOCKBSI |[...]
B 3TOM HApPEYUM CAbILLATCS MHOTAQ
HEMPABUABHOCTM [...] KOTOPbIE MOTAM
30MTU, MOXET, C TATAPCKOTO 43bIKA.
ECAM MOAHSATBCH HA 30AOTbIE MAKOBKM
BeAOKaOMEHHOM, TO MOXHO OKMHYTb
FAQ30M MPOCTPOHCTBO BO BCE YEThIPE
CTOPOHbI, FA€ FTOBOPAT MHA4Ye) [6]. | 9K
KEe LbOMY OBMEXEHOMY (MOKOBKA-
MY MOCKBM (HOPEUYMION BAOAOCH Me-
PETBOPUTUCH HA MAHIBHE HA «Be3KpaiX
MPOCTOPAX) POCIMCHKOI IMMepiie

LLi Ta iHLWI KYABTYPOAOTMHI (i HE TiAb-
K1) MUTAHHS HE CToCyloTbCs Besnoce-
PEAHBO TEMMU LLET CTATTI 1 NOTPEBYIOTH,
Be3yMOBHO, OKPEMOTO TAMOOKOro AHa-
Ai3y — YTiM HE 3a BUTAACHUMM KOHCTPYK-
TAMM IMIEPCHKOI TO PAAIHCHKOI €MnoX,
a BIAMOBIAHO AO HOBOI iHGOOPAALL,
AOCTYMN AO 9KOI, BOAOM YOCTKOBO, BYAO
BIAKPUTO MicAs po3saay CPCP. Bianosiai
MOXYTb AOMTOMOTTU KPALLLE 3PO3YMITH
MPUPOAY TOTO, LLO CbOrOAHI B MOCKBI
HA3MBAIOTb KPYCCKUM MUPOOMN*,

* Hambamkye AO BM3HAYEHHS MOHATTA
(PYCCKMEN MIAIMLLIOB, HO MOIO AYMKY, MOA-
AOBCbKMIM dpinocod Ta icTopuk Cepritt [Ab-
YEHKO, AKMK nuLLe: «Poccumckas Mmnepms
AEPXAAACH HO ABYX CKPEMAX: CBEPXY, KAK
MAEOAOTMYECKAS LLIAMKA, BbIAQ HOXAODY-
YeHA MAES MPABOCACBHOWM MCKAIOHUTEAD-
HOCTH, “TpeTbero Puma”, NpUTom NocAeA-
HEro, MOCKOAbKY "4eTBepPTOMY He ObIBATL”,
A CHM3Y, B POAM HOPOAHOIO TEAQ, MAPLLIN-
POBOAQ BMNEPEA U BMEPEA MEYTA O “BOAE”,
ACBOBLLQAS 3HEPIMIO AAT OECKOHEYHOM
3KCMAHCKU. M BbIAO, YTO HEMAAOBAXKHO,
TAKXe MPOCTPOHCTBO AA4 3TOM SKCMAH-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

century or the early 215" century, inhalb-
itfants of northeastern territories could
not associate themselves with ‘Rus-
sians’. For if there is no ‘world’, there
cannof be those creating it.

This, of course, raises a lot of other
questions. For instance, in what ‘world’
did they exist before and what was
it callede What was the basis for the
emergence of ‘Russians’ in the 20
century?e Who are their direct blood
relatives and how did active blood
mixing with other, far from ‘saintly’
peoples influence the ‘genuine saintly
Russianness’e Is it right to assume in this
respect that these ‘Russians’ are om-
nivorous ‘Finno-Ugric Muscovites' that
also absorbed the genetic codes and
memory of the Horde and the many
peoples that they subjugated? If ‘Rus-
sian’ is a religion, then what is the eth-
nicity of the ‘northeastern populace’?
And when did that one ‘Russian lan-
guage’ emerge, if even Viadimir Dahl
admitted that ‘the Muscovite dialect
was used only by a minor part of the
city, almost confined by the walls of
Moscow [...] Those speaking the dio-
lect sometimes make mistakes [...],
which, perchance, have snuck from
the Tatar language. If to climb the
golden domes of whitestone Moscow,
one can sweep ftheir eyes over the
expanse in all four directions, where
people speak differently’ [6]. So how
did the Muscovite dialect, limited fo
the ‘domes’ of the city, manage to
become the predominant one in the
‘huge expanse’ of the Russian Empire?

These and other questions related
fo culture and beyond lie outside the
topic of the article and undoubted-
ly require a separate deep analysis
based on new knowledge that be-
came, at least partfially, accessible
thanks fo the collapse of the USSR rath-
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CUK, AAS BEYHOTO MOXOAQ 30 BOAEM”, AO-
CTUrAEMOM Yepe3 YHUMTOXEHMUS M Mopa-
BOOLLLEHMS KOPEHHBIX HOPOAOB M BKAIOYEHMS
BbIKMBLLIMX B OTY XXe MPOBOCACBHO-MMMEP-
CKylo cxemy. Bce aTo M nopoaumAo cneum-
dou4eckmii COLUAAbHBIN TUM ArPEeCCUBHO-
ro pa6a, TpeneLLyLLLero nepeA 6aprUHOM,
304ACTYIO HECMOCOOHOrO HAOAQAMTE CBOIO
>XXM3Hb BEe3 YKA3AHWIM CBEPXY, HO FOTOBOrO
HeCTU paBGCTBO U HOCUAME COCEAHUM Ha-
POAQM, BUASl B UX MOPAGOLLLEHMU AOCTYN-
HYI0 OOPMYy BOAU AAA Cce6s. DTOT TUN U
ecTb “pycckue” — He HALMOHAABHOCTb,
HEe 3THOC, d MMEHHO U TOAbBKO COLM-
YM, COCTABAEHHbIA U3 NMPEACTABUTEAEH
PA3HbIX MA€HEHHbIX HAPOAOB. Hukakux
“pycckux” KAK 3THOCd - HU “asuartos”,
HU “YrpOOUHHOB”, HU “CAQBAH" — He Cy-
wecTsyeT B npupoae. EcTb ToAbko mo-

TOMKU BbIXOALEB U3 PA3HbLIX HAPOAOB,
30XBAYEHHbIX B MA€H, NMPUHYXAEHHbIX K

NOKOPHOCTU U BKAIOYEHHbIX B CUCTEMY
30BOEBAHMSA HOBbIX TEPPUTOPUI M NOPd-
60oLL.EeHUA HOBbIX HAPOAOB, U TAK MO KPYry,
CHOBQA U CHOBAY [/].

Ham >Xe BOXKAMBO 3PO3YMITH, 9K 3
yCI€l LLiET 4eproBoi POCIMCbKOI HE3PO3Y-
MInOCTI (BUBa4TE 3a Kaaambyp) pan-
TOM TMOCTAOB OTOM COMMM (PYCCKMIA
MMUPM HE 9K M3bICKMY) AEIKMX (O3AAQ-
YEHHbIX» dDIAOCODIB, O 9K MPAKTUYHUMA
BKQA3IBHMK AAS OBIPYHTYBOHHS ArpecuB-
HOI 30BHILLHBOI MOAITMKKM POCII BXe 33
HOBMX ICTOPUYHMX YMOB.

BiamoOBiAb, 3AQETbCH, HO MOBEPXHI:
KOHLLEMLLS «OYCCKOro AMMPQA)) BUSBUAQ-
CS HOATO 3PYYHOIO, LLLOO HE BMKOPU-
CTATH i B TPAAMLIMHO IMNEPCbKMX iH-
Tepecax Pocii. | xoya Ha novatky 2000-x
il pO3BMBAAM 3AEBIABLLIOTO 9K KYAbTYP-
HO-TYMQOHITAPHY MOAITUKY, LLLO MAOAQ HO
METI MOXBABAEHHS KOHTAKTIB i3 POCiM-
CbKOIO AICCMOPOIO 30 KOPAOHOM, YXe
3a 9KECb AECATUAITTA il TPAHCOOPMY-
BAAM B 30BHILLIHBOMOAITUYHY KOHLLEMLLIIO
BIAHOBAEHHS iMmnepii. AO CMPABK B3AAM-
C4 BCIEIO AEPXKABOK: MIHICTEPCTBA 30-
KOPAOHHMX CMPAB, KYAbTYPM, A Mi3HiLLE
M OBOPOHM — AA MEPEKOHAMBOCTI, TAK
O1 MOBUTU. HACAIAKOM LET MOAITUKM
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er than fictional constructs of the im-
perial and Soviet epochs. At any rate,
answers to these questions may be
helpful in understanding what Moscow
calls the ‘Russian world'".

"'In my view, Moldovan philosopher
and historian Sergey lichenko has come
the closest to defining the notion of ‘Rus-
sians’. As he puts it, ‘The Russian Empire
relied on two spiritual bonds: the upper
part, slammed on the head like an ideo-
logical hat, was the idea of Orthodox ex-
ceptionalism, the ‘Third Rome’, which was
also the last one, as the ‘Fourth will never
come’; and the lower part, represented
by a body of people, was the dream of
‘freedom’, marching on and on and giv-
ing energy for endless expansion. Impor-
tantly, there was also scope for expansion,
for the endless pursuit of ‘freedom’ gained
through annihilating and subjugating in-
digenous peoples as well as incorporating
survivors intfo the same Orthodox imperial
scheme. All of this spawned a specific so-
cial kind of an aggressive slave, frembling
before their master, who, though often
failing to get on with his life without instruc-
tions from above, is ready to inflict slavery
and violence to neighbouring peoples,
seeing their enslavement as an acces-
sible form of his will. This kind is exactly
what ‘Russians’ are: neither a nationality
nor an ethnicity but solely a society of var-
ious captive peoples. As an ethnic group,
‘Russians’ — be they ‘Asians’, ‘Finno-Ugrs’
or ‘Slavs’ — are non-existent. There are only
descendants of the different peoples they
held captive, coerced into obedience,
and incorporated into the system of con-
quering new territories and enslaving new
peoples, and it goes round and round,
over and over’ [7]..).

For us, it is important to understand
how this another Russian misunderstand-
ing (pardon the pun) suddenly gave rise
to that very ‘Russian world’ — not as phil-
osophical ‘delights’ of certain ‘baffled’
thinkers but as a practical guideline for
substantiating Russia’s bellicose foreign
policy in new historical conditions.

The answer seemingly lies on the sur-
face: The ‘Russian world’ concept has




AMLLIE HA MOCTPAAAHCHKOMY MPOCTO-
pi CTAAQ BiMHA mpoTu pysii (2008 p.),
BIABEPTA MPOTUAIL EBPOMENCBKOMY TA
EBPOATACHTUYHOMY KYPCOBI  YKPQIHM
M MPSMa BIMCbKOBO Arpecis Npotu Hel
2014 poky, HOxabHe HeBAXXAHHS BMBO-
AMTU CBOI BIMCbKQO 3 MOAAOBM TOLLLO.

PYCGCKHH AMHUHP

ANodoeo30oM ICTOPUYHOTO HEBIr-
AQCTBQ, 3 OAHOTo OOKYy, TA HOBMM
MOHICOECTOM  30BHILLIHBOMOAITUYHOI
QArPECKMBHOCTI, 3 IHLLOro, CTOAQ CYM-
HO3BICHO CTATTS HOBOrO «OTLA BCEX
MOCTCOBETCKMX HAPOAOBY B. [yTiHO
MPO «OAMH HAPOAY [8]

KpemAb QBCOAOTHO He BeHTEXMU-
AO, LLLO (PYCCKOCTbY, «PYCCKMI MUPN
OYAM «MOAITU4HOIO MidboAroremotoy [3].
Hepes Te, LLLO MLLAOCH NPO «MPOACX)
KOHLLEMLLi CYTO BHYTPILLUHbOMY CMOXM-
BAYEBi (OO 30BHILLIHIM, XO4 i HE LLIBUAKO,
OAE BCE X TOKM 3PO3YMIB, LLLO MOMY
HOMQArQTbCqd HOB'430TH), MOCTABAAO
MATAHHA NPO 1 MO3UTMBHE MO3MLLIKO-
BAHHA. A AKMMMU MIDAMM 3 MO3UTUB-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

proved too convenient not to be used
in Russia’s fraditionally imperialistic in-
terests. Despite being formed, in large
part, as a cultural and humanitarian
policy aimed at reviving contacts with
the Russian diaspora abroad at the
beginning of the 2000s, it was trans-
formed into a foreign policy concept
of imperial restoration. The matter was
tfook up by Russian ministries of foreign
affairs, culture, and, later, defence - to
make it more persuasive, at it were. In
the post-Soviet space alone, this pol-
icy resulted in the war against Geor-
gia (2008), blatant resistance to the
European and Euro-Atflantic course of
Ukraine and overt aggression against it
in 2014, brazen refusal fo withdraw Rus-
sian froops from Moldova, etc.

The infamous article on ‘one nation’,
penned by V. Putin, the ‘father of all
post-Soviet nations’, has become the cli-
max of historical ignorance, on the one
hand, and the new manifesto of foreign
policy bellicosity, on the other [8].

The Kremlin does not care in the
slightest that ‘Russianness’ and the
‘Russian world’ were and remain a
‘political mythologem’ [3]. Since the
matter at hand was ‘selling’ the con-
cept exclusively to domestic consum-
ers (though slowly, foreign audiences
grasped what was being imposed on
them), a question arose as to its pos-
itive perception. And what were the
pre-Bolshevist positive myths that Mus-
covite history could brag aboute Wild-
ling Andrei the Pious¢ Tyrannous Ilvan
the Fearsome? Deranged fsar Petfer
12 Imperial libertine Catharine 112 The
reactionary ‘Arakcheyev regime’ or
gibbets on Senate Square? Slavery in
the form of serfdom or demoralising
helplessness of the Romanov dynas-
tye There are also other myths, which
concern ‘Russian culture’: ballet, Dos-
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Boaoanmmp OIPU3KO

HOK KOHOTALLED MOTAQ MOXBAAMUTUCS
MOCKOBCbHKA ICTOPIS AOBIAbLLOBMLLBKOI
AOBKMZ AMKyHOM AHApPIiEm Boroaw6-
CbKMM 41 AECMOTOM IBOHOM [PO3HUM,
LApeM-NCUXonaTom lMeTpom | 4um im-
neparpuueto-nosieto  KarepuHoto I,
AP OKYEEBLLMHOK Y¥ LLUMOEHULAMM HA
CeHaTCbKin NAOLL, pabCTBOM Y GOOp-
Mi KPIMALTBA Y4 AEMOPAAIZALLIMHOIO
6Ee3MOPAAHICTIO OCTAHHIX POMAOHOBKMX?2
€ M iHLLI MidoW — MPO «PYCCKYIO KYAbTY-
py»: 6aAeT, AOCTOEBCHKOIO M TOACTOrO
TOLLLO, OAE BOHM HIHOTO HE 3HAYATH AAS
Mepeci4HOro POCIMCbKOro HOCEAEHHS.
OYEeBMAHO, LLLO HA TOKMX MPUKACACX
(«PYCCKMM MUPY 441, TOYHILLIE, (PYCCKMM
MUT) HE MOBYAYELLL

ToMy MyCTOMOPOXHiM OBOAOHLL
«pycckoro mmpan 6ys ykpam Heob-
XIAHUM MEPEMOXKHUIN 3MICT. A TAKMX,
3BICHO, HACDAHTA30BAHMX (MEPEMON
Y POASHCBKY A0BY BYAO BiAbLL HIXX AO-
CTatHbOo. Came TOMY «(COBETCKOCTbY
AEMKO  TMOFAMHYAQ  BUIOACHY  «pYC-
CKOCTbY | 3aMIHMAQ Ti. BoaHOYAC «CoO-
BETCKMM YEAOBEK) Y PO3YMIHHI KOM-
napTiMHoro kepisHuutea CPCP  6yB
NEPEAYCIM  (PYCCKMM  HEAOBEKOMM.
Ma3A CKAOBCH: HOAYMOHMM | 6E3CACB-
HUM (OYCCKMKM MUP) LLUBMAKO Nepe-
TBOPWMBCA HA «(NOOEAHO-COBETCKMIM,
a KOAM TOWM CKOHOB, 3HOBY BIAPOAMB-
Cid — YXe 9K «repomyecKo-pyCCKMmy.
A (rEPOMYECKUM) Y HbOMY (3CBASKMY
HECKIHYEHHIM | BCEOXOMHIM NMponaraH-
Al CTOAO «nobeapobecien — UMHivHE
KPEMAIBCbKE E€KCMAYATYBAHHS >KOXAM-
BOI TpAreaii Apyroi CBiTOBOI BikHM.

Y >XKOAHOMY PA3i HE MPETEHAYIOYM
HO OCTATOYHICTb BWMCHOBKIB, PW3UKHY
NPUNYCTUTH, WO OATbKOM «NoBeAO-
Beciqa, 9Ke AEXTO 3 eKCnepTiB Ha3MBAE
HQBITb KMOAITMHHOIO PEAIMEI) CY4ACHOT
Pocii, € ocobucto [yTiH. BiH ocTaTou-
HO CAOOPMYAIOBAB il B COMOBMEBHEHIM
i BOAHOYQC MIACTYMHO-LMHI4HIM dopas3i:

toyevsky, Tolstoy, and so on, but none
of them matters to ordinary Russian
people. Obviously, one cannot build
the ‘Russian world’ — or rather the ‘Rus-
sian myth' — on such examples.
Therefore, the inane ‘Russian-world-
ly shell’ sorely needed victorious con-
tent. In Soviet times, these make-be-
lieve ‘victories’ were, of course,
abundant. That was why ‘Sovietness’
easily devoured non-existent ‘Russian-
ness’ and, in fact, replaced it. Mean-
while, the communist leadership of the
USSR understood the ‘Soviet person’
primarily as the ‘Russian person’. The
puzzle came together: The contrived
and inglorious ‘Russian world’ quick-
ly turned into a ‘Soviet victory’, and
when the latter died away, the former
was reborn but this time as ‘heroical-
ly Russian'. The ‘heroic’ thing about it,
‘thanks’ to permanent and pervasive
propaganda, was ‘victory frenzy’: the
horrendous tragedy of World War I,
cynically exploited by the Kremlin.
While seeking no final conclusion, |
would hazard a guess that the father
of ‘victory frenzy', even dubbed by
some experts as the ‘political religion’

is Putin himself.

of modern Russia,
He finalised it in the arrogant and,
at the same time, cunningly cynical
phrase: ‘We would have won [in the
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«Mbl BCE pABHO NOBeAMAM Bbl (y Apyrin
CBITOBIM BiMHI 6€3 yKpQaiHL,B. — ABT.), MO-
TOMY 4TO Mbl CTPOHO noGeaUTeAe)).
AAE OCKIAbKM 3 PEAABHUMMU MEPEMO-
ramm B PocCii He CKAQAOCH (HOMPUKAQA,
BBIM HO AyLLY HOCEAEHHS — HMXKYE PIBHS
MOPTYraAil), MOCKOBCBKOMY PEXMMY
OyB NoTpIGeH «nobeaoBeECHMM Midon
AAS 3TYPTYBOHHS AE€30PIEHTOBAHOIO 30
OPAKOM KOMYHICTUYHMX BAMOK | pe-
OABHUX COLLIAABHO-EKOHOMIYHMX  pe-
3YAbTATIB HOCEAEHHS.

Mpo ue, BAOCHE, | MULIE 3HOHUM Y
Pocii nyGaiumcT | 9koBeHKo: «'Hy>KHO
M3BABUTLCH OT FOOBOUIM MPOLLIAOTO, M3BO-
BUTbCS OT TOrO, YTOObl MCMOAB3OBATL BO
BHYTOUMOAUTUHECKMX MPOLLECCAX BCE
NPOBAEMbI, KOTOPbIE HOM AOCTOAMCH
€LLLe M3 MPOLLAbIX BEKOB, O CAMOTPETb B
oyayLLee"”, — ACA MACHETE YCTAHOBKY
npe3vaeHT PP (Buctyn [lytiHa HO Ao-
BOCbKOMY Qoopymi 2021 poky. — ABT.).
3AMETUM, YTO BTO 3ASBUA TOT COMBIM
4YEAOBEK, KOTOPbIM CO3AOA HACTOALLLMM
KYABT TMPOLUAOIO, BbIAEAMA M3  3TOrO

MPOLLUAOTO COMbIE KPOBABbIE CTPO-
HUMLBI 1M OBPA30BAA M3 HKX MU nobe-
AobGecus, OCHACTMB €ro A3bl4eCKMMM
PUTYAAOMU M KAPHABAAGMMU GYHHOro
Mpakob6ecus, NOpPoOXAAIOLWLMMU B 06-
LLecTBe cambie aukue chobum [9].

Mam’aTb NPO  MIABHMOHM 3ATMBOAMX,
PEAAbHY TypOOTy MPO TMX, XTO MpPO-
MLLIOB MEKAO BIMHM M AOXMB AO HALLIMX
AHIB, 3GMIHMAM MACKAPOAHUMM CKLLI-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

Great Patriotic War without Ukrainians]
anyway because we are the country
of winners'. But since real ‘victories’ in
Russia were quite scarce (for instance,
its GDP per capita is lower than that of
Portugal), the Moscow regime need-
ed a ‘victory-frenzied myth' to rally
the population, disoriented by the
absence of communist fairy tales and
real socioeconomic achievements.
Generally speaking, this is the topic
covered by famous Russian social col-
umnist I. Yakovenko: ‘...It is necessary that
we shake off the phobias of the past and
refrain from using all the problems inher-
ited over previous centuries in domestic
political processes; instead, we have fo
face the future”, Russian president said,
giving his guidance to all the people
[from Putin’s speech atf the 2021 meeting
of the World Economic Forum in Davos].
It is noteworthy that this statement was
made by that very person who created
a real cult of the past, singled out the
most blood-stained pages from i, and
used them 1o set up a myth of victory
frenzy, equipped with pagan rituals and
carnivals of riotous bigofry, giving rise to
the wildest phobias in society’ [9].
Memory of milions of victims and
real care for survivors of the crucible of
war were replaced with masqueraded
rallies (mums with prams, wearing gim-
nasforki (a Russian military smock); chil-
dren from senior kindergarten groups in
the uniform of Young Army cadets; por-
fraits of generalissimus Stalin with a halo
over his head; ‘immortal regiments’
with field kitchens and soldier's por-
ridge, efc.), primitive and provocative
mottos and symbols, not to mention the
self-arrogated right of the last instance
in assessing the past and the aggressive
reaction to other countries’ approach-
es to World War ll. It can be sadly stat-
ed that the propaganda campaign,
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Boaoammmp OTPU3KO

AMKM  (MEPEOCAATHYTI B «TIMHOACTbOPKMY
MATYCi 3 BI3KOMM, AITKM CTAPLUOI rpy-
M1 AMTCOAKQ Y dDOPMI KOHOAPMIMLLIB,
noptpetn reHepaaicumyca CTaAiHA
3 HIMBOM HOA TOAOBOLO, «BeccmepT-
Hble MOAKM) 3 MOAbOBMMM KYXHIMM I
COAAQTCBKMMM KALLIAMM TOLLLO), Mpwm-
MITUBHO-MPOBOKATUBHMMM  TACACAM
TA CHMMBOAGMM, O MPO MPUCBOEHHS
coBbi NPABA OCTAHHBOT IHCTAHLLIT B OLLiH-
KOX MMHYAOTO TO ArpEeCMBHY PEAKLLO
HA MIAXOAM HLLIMX KPOIH LLLOAO MOAIM
Apyroi CBITOBOI BiMHW BXXE TOAI 1 TOBO-
pPUTU. I3 CYMOM MOXXHA KOHCTATYBO-

aimed primarily at the domestic audi-
ence, ended with the victory of the re-
gime. Here are just two figures.

Over the last 20 years, pro-Krem-
lin media have brainwashed Russian
people so much that 61 percent of
them see the victory in the ‘Great Po-
friotic War’ as ‘the most iconic event in
Russian history’ [3], and 87 percent feel
proud of it [10].  would venture a guess
that the ‘victory frenzy’ myth will be
unfolding even more actively, consti-
tuting, so to say, a positive and bright
side of the state ideology as perceived

M, WO NPOMNAraHAMCTCbKA KAMMAHI,
TOAOBHMM (HAMPAMKOM YAQPY) SKOT
30AMLLIAAQCSH BHYTRILLUHbOPOCIMCbHKA
AYAMTOPIS, 30BEPLLIMAACS NEPEMOrOI0
pexmmy. OCb AULLIE ABI LIMCDPMU.

3a 20 OCTOHHIX POKIiB KPEMAIBCbKI
3MI TOK NPOMMAM MI3KM HACEAEHHS,
o 61% yBOXKAE Mepemory y «Beamn-
KOM OTEYECTBEHHOM BOMHE) «HAUBO-
A€€ 3HAYMMbIM COOGBITUEM AAA PYC-
ckon ucTtopumy [3], a 87 BiacoOTKiB
BiAYYBQIOTb FOPAICTb Y 3B'43KY i3 LIMA
[10]. PusmkHYy npunyCtmtM, WO MIdD
«oBeA0DECIM POrOPTATUMETLCH LLLE
QKTMBHILLIE, CKAQAQIKOYM, TOK BU1 MOBM-
T, MO3UTUBHY, BIAY, Y PO3YMIHHI POCiH-

by the Russian authorities, which pin
hopes on loyalty instilled in this fashion.

That said, no Muscovite regime,
as history has clearly shown, has over-
looked the dark side, another ‘spiritual
bond’: creating the climate of terror.
The scariest moment for any fotalitari-
an government comes when the peo-
ple no longer considers it a formidable
force, when it is able to redlistically
assess what is happening and make
appropriate  conclusions. Therefore,
quelling the smallest sfirings of free-
thought was and remains perhaps the
most crucial domestic policy task for
every Russian dictator.

22  Po3naa Pocii: 3arpo3a 41 WaHc?



CbKOI BAOAM, CTOPOHY AEP>KABHOI iA€0-
AOTI | CMOAIBAKOYMCh HA MPULLLEMAEHY B
TAKMIM CNOCIO AOIABHICTb.

BoaHOYOC GyAb-9KMIA MOCKOBCbHKMM
PEXUM, MPO LLLO MEPEKOHAMBO CBIA-
YUTb ICTOPIS, HIKOAM HE 30AMLLIAB MO3d
YBArOIO | TEMHY CTOPOHY, iHWY (CKpE-
ny» — CTBOPEHHA aTmocdbepu CTpaxy.
AN BYAb-9KOT TOTOAITAPHOI BAOAM HOM-
CTPALUHILLE — KOAM HAPOA MPUMUHIE
CMPUMMATK Ti 9K CEPMO3HY CUAY, 3AAT-
HWM PEAAICTMYHO OLLIHIOBATH, LLLO BIA-
OYBOETHCH HABKOAO, I AOXOAUTU AAEK-
BATHMX BMCHOBKIB. TOMY AAS KOXXHOTFO
POCIMCbKOTO AMKTATOPA MPUAYLLIEHHS
HOBITb MAPOCTKIB 4KOrOCb «CBOOOAO-
MUCAID BYAM 1M AOCI € 41 HE HAMBAXK-
AMBILLIMM  BHYTPILLIHBOMOAI-
TUYHUM 30BAOHHSM.

He € BWMHATKOM i MyTiH-
CbKMIM pexXum. BiH, 9k 30-
3HAYAE 3HAHMM POCINChKMM
MOAITKK Ta iCTOpPUK B. Pux-
KOB, ©0ITbCH «[...] 4YTO ACXKe
CcAQDQd ONMO3MLLMA, AOXKE
cAaBoe rpaXACHCKOE 0O6-
LLLECTBO AMOTYT BbIUTK M3-
MOA KOHTPOAS, MPEBPATUTLCS B MAC-
COBOE ABMXXEHME U CO3AATH AAA HMUX
(BAQAM — ABT.) TIXKEABIM MOAUTUHECKMI
Kpum3nc. MNo3TOMYy MPMUHETO peLueHue
3AKPYHYMBATH TOMKM AOQABLLIE, 3AKPYYM-
BATb MO MOKCMMYMY, BO3BPRALLLATLCS
B CAQBHOE OpPEXHEBCKOE MPOLLUAOE,
CAQBHbIM  OPEXHEBCKMM  3ACTOM M
dOOPMMPOBATL Ty K€ MOAEAb XKECT-
KOro CBTOPWMTAPHOrO rOCYyAQpPCTBA C
MAEOAOTMHECKOM LLEH3YPOM, C TMOAM-
TMYECKMMU PEMPECCUAMM, KAKA MM
NOMHUTCA MO 1970-m roaamn [11].

CUAY KAPAABHOI MALLMHKM MOBHOO
MIPOIO BIAYYAM HEYMCAEHHI (9KLLLO Bpa-
™ macTadum Pocii) y4aCHWKM npo-
TecTiB Ha niaTpMmky O. HaBaAAbHOrO.
3AQETLCY, BAOAQ AI€ HO YNEPEAXKEHHS,
B0 HiFKOI PEAABHOI 3ArPO3U AAS PEXM-

4:383}'& HE OCTaHIBAuBaTEcs
Ha  [loAYMEPAX,
AABITE  23NPETUM /

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

Putin’s regime is no exception. As
the famous Russian politician and his-
torian V. Ryzhkov put it, it is afraid ‘[...]
lest even a weak opposition, even a
weak civil society should spin out of
control, turning info a mass movement
and creating for them [the govern-
ment] a grave political crisis. It was
therefore decided to further tighten
the screws as much as possible, re-
turn to the glorious Brezhnev era, glo-
rious Brezhnev stagnation, shaping the
same model of a hardline authoritar-
ian state with ideological censorship
and political repressions, which they
vividly remember from the 1970s’ [11].

A small (by Russian standards) group
of protesters supporting A.
Navalny have felt the pow-
er of the punitive machine
fo the fullest. Apparently,
the government is taking
pre-empftive measures be-
cause these protests do not
pose a real threat to the re-
gime. As a matter of fact,
the patience threshold of
Russians is extremely high, which is an
inherited ‘servile patrimony’ of Musco-
vites, well-trained to remain silent to
the end. Statistics show that the major-
ity of the population does not support
the protest movement, which is thus
doomed to fail.

The government also takes full ad-
vantage of one more traditional Rus-
sian tool: lies. After a very short period
of relative fruth during Yeltsin's first pres-
idency, Russia came back to ifs usual
practice of falsehood. Once again, it
became the decisive factor of both
domestic and foreign policy. The scar-
iest thing, however, is that both sides of
the process, the government and the
people, treat is as a norm. Famous Rus-
sian politician Grigoriy Yavkinskiy gave
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Boroanmump OTPM3KO

MY Ui MaHIdoecTalli He CTAHOBAATb.
Mopir TepnAs4oOCTi pOCisiH, HOCNPABAI,
HOA3BMYAMHO BMCOKMUMU: LLe iCTOpUYHE
«pabcbke HOAGAHHAN XuTeAiB Mocko-
Bii, AKUX BUAPECUPYBAAU MOBYATU AO
OCTAHHbLOTrO. CTATUCTMKA CBIAYMTD, LLLO
OIAbLLICTb HACEAEHHS HE MATPUMYE
NPOTECTHOTO PyXy, TOMY BiH HE MQOE

LLIOHCIB HA yCniX.

Greg Numen
@GregNumen

Pycckuin pab — ngeanbHbiii pab no
cnefyoLyIM NPUYMHaM:

1. pycckuin pab pefKo NOAHNMAET BOCCTaHUA
2. pyccKunin pab BHUMATENbHO Ce[UT 1
[IOHOCUT Ha APYrnX PyccKrx pabos 3a
NomMbITKY BOCCTaHWA

3. pycckuin pa6 SALLMNLLAET csoe PABCTBO
4. pyccKunin pab npeT Ha BOWMHY Y yMUpaeT 3a
csoe PABCTBO

Ha noBHiM NOTy>XHOCTI BAQAQ BMKO-
PUCTOBYE M iHLWIMK, TEX TPAAMULLIAHMMK
AAR Pocil IHCTpyMeHT — 6GpexHIo. [icAs
BEABMM KOPOTKOrO Mepiosy BIAHOCHO!
MNPCaBAM 3a «MepLUoro €AbLMHA) Po-
Ci9 MOBEPHYAQCH AO 3BWMYHOI MPAKTHKM
OPEXHI, LLLO 3HOBY CTAAQ BU3HAYOABHUM
YUHHUKOM 9K BHYTQILLIHBOI, TCK i 30BHILLI-
HbOI MOAITWKM. TO HOWCTPALUHIWe iHwWe:
o06UABI CTOPOHM Mpouecy — i BAAAQ, i
HAPOA — CRPUIUMAIOTD il 9K HOpMy. Hu-
LLIiBHY OLLHKY CYYQCHIM MOAITUYHIM CUC-
TEMI ACB BIAOMUM POCIMCBKMM MOAITHK
Mpuropin 9BAIHCbKMM. BiH nmLue: «B no-
caeaHre 20 AET TOCYAQPCTBEHHAN M
noAuTH4eckas AoXb B Poccum onsaTtb
CTAAQ TOTAABHOM. [...] AOXb — Opra-
HUYECKMM DAEMEHT [...] CcoBpemen-
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the following scathing characteristic
of the modern political system: ‘Over
the last 20 years, the lies emanating
from the Russian state and politicians
have once again become ftotal. [...]
Falsehood is an organic element [...]
of the contemporary eclectic state
system, eager to preserve its histori-
cal link with the Soviet regime, the

deceased tsarist autocracy, and the
modern world' [12].

It is clear that where there is lies,
there is imitation. The country is slowly
but surely sinking into a parallel world.
Everything seems to be there: a parlia-
ment, a cabinet, courts, media, and so
on, except everyone sees it is a smoke-
screen concedling emptiness. As hu-
man rights champion Aleksandr Khots
ably put it, ‘[...] imitation (of growth,
intelligence, great power, geopolitical
role, vibrant economy, military might)
is the essence of Putinism, longing for
the USSR but unable to become one’
[13]. Kind of a photo of the late USSR.

It is also obvious that the people,
even one as sluggish as this fo defend




HOM  3KAEKTMYHOM TOCYAQPCTBEHHOM
CUCTEMBbI, XXEACQIOLLLEM COXPAHMTL CBOIO
MCTOPUYECKYIO CBA3b M C COBETCKMM pe-
KUMOM, M C YMEPLLMM COMOAEPXKA-
BUEM, U C COBPEMEHHbBIM MMPOMY [12].

3PO3yMIAO, LLIO TaM, Ae BOpEXHS,
TOM 1 imitauia. KpdiHa 10oCTynoBo,
OAE HEBMMHHO 3AHYPIOETLCA B NAPA-
AEAbHUUN CBIT. HO4Ye BCe €: NOPAAMEHT,
ypsaa, cyan, 3MI TOLLO, TiAbKM OT YCi
6a4daTb, L0 Le WKMpMA, 3 9KOK —
nopoxHeyd. «[...] MMUTALMA (POCTQ,
YMQ, BEAMKOWM AEPXABbI, FEOMOAUTU-
4EeCKOM POAM, YCMELLUHOM 3SKOHOMM-
KM, BOEHHOM MOLLIM) — 3TO CYyTb MyTK-
HU3MA, Tockytowlero no CCCP, HO He
CMOCOBOHOro MM ObITby, — ABCOAKOTHO
CMPOBEAAMBO 3AYBOAXKYE MPABO3CXMC-
HUK OAekcaHap Xou, [13]. Taka cobi
dootorpadois nisHboro CPCP.

O4EBUAHUM € I IHLLE: HOBITb HOPOA,
AKOMY HOCTIAbKM HEBAQCTMBA TAHICTb —
CMPABXHS, O He «nobeaobecHo-imnep-
CbKQ» BEPCis — 00'EKTHMBHO BTOMMBCS Bia
HE3MIHHOCTI BOXAS. MIOMY MPOCTO NOTPI6-
HE HOBE ODAMYYS, AAE TAKOTO X 30 CYTTIO
AECMOTA. Y LIbOMY CEHCI MEHE, BIABEPTO
KQDKYYM, SKOXHYAQ AYMKQ, SKY BUMCAOBMB
YKE LLUTOBAHMM TyT B. PLUDKKOB: «...CaMblE
OOAbLLIME LLIOHCHI CEMYAC MMEA Obl AlO-
OO YEAOBEK, KOTOPOTO BbIABMHYA Obl 13
HOMEHKAQTYPbI, 13 BEPXYLLKM, M3 CBOETO
MOAUTOIOPO BAaammmp TlytiH. Hapoa
6bl c ob6AeryeHnem oGPAAOBAACH Ta-
KOMY MArKoMy nepexoay ot lMyTuHa, ot
KOTOPOro YCTOAM, KOTOPbIM HOAOEA, OT
KOTOPOrO HUYETO YXKE HE >KAYT, HAPOA
6bl C YAOBOABCTBMEM NMPOrOAOCOBAA 3
AOBYI0O CMMMNATUYHYIO cOUrypy, KOTO-
pyto 6b1 npeAAoXmA Kpemabn [11].

Ha MO0 AYMKY, LLe = BUPOK, OAE HE
MyTtiHy, a camin Pocii.

AIKi BUCHOBKM i3 LIMX OLLHOK POCiM-
CbKMX €KCMEPTIB MOXHAO 3p00MTI?

1. «Pycckunt mumpy € dpinocodo-
CbKOK KOHLIEMUIED, 9KA HE MOE OA-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

its real dignity and not its ‘imperial vic-
tory-frenzied’ version, is objectively
fired from the invariable leader. What
it needs is just a new face but of the
same despotic nature. In this regard, |
was appalled at the opinion expressed
by aforementioned V. Ryzhkov: ‘[...] a
person nominated by Vladimir Putin
from among party cadres, the high-
er-ups, his political bureau would stand
the best chance of becoming a lead-
er. The people would be relieved and
happy to see this soft transition away
from Putin; they are fired of him and
pin no hopes on him; the people would
gladly vote for any good-looking per-
son proposed by the Kremlin’ [11].

In my opinion, this is a death war-
rant: not for Putin but for Russia itself.

What conclusions can be inferred
from these assessments of the Rus-
sian experts?

1. The "Russian world' is a philosophi-
cal concept having no clearinterpreta-
fion even among Russian authors them-
selves. The ‘Russian world’ is indeed a
‘Russian myth’, meant to replace com-
munism as a state ideology.

2. The ‘Russian world’ concept is an
ideological rationale for Russia’s belli-
cose foreign policy.

3. The ‘Russian world’ concept gives
rise fo a speculative policy of ‘victo-
ry frenzy’, through which the govern-
ment seeks to rally the Russian popula-
tion around the idea of ‘great Russia’.
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HO3HQOYHOrO TPAKTYBAHHS HABITb MOMIXK
CAMMUX POCIMCbKMX OBTOPIB. (Pycckui
MUP) € HAONPABAY (PYCCKUM MUCOOM),
dOYHKLA SKOro — 3aMIHUTU KOMYHi3M
AK A€PXXABHY iA€OAOTito.

2. KoHuenuis «pycckoro mupan €
iA@OAOrYHMM OOIPYHTYBOAHHAM AASA
arpecUBHOI 30BHILLIHbOI MOAITMKM Pocii.

3. NMOXiAHOIO BiA KOHLLEMLLI «(PYCCKOro
MUPO) € CMEKYAITHUBHA MOAITUKA «NO6-
€A0Gecisn, 30 AOMOMOrOIO 9KOI BAOAQ
HOMAraeTbC 3rypTYBATU HACEAEHHS
PP HaBkoAO iaei «BeAukoi Poccumn.

2.  4.Tlonpu ycnilwHe 30MBOYBAHHS
HOCEAEHHs POCIMCbKA BAGAQ MAHIY-
HO 60iTbCs BHYTPILUHIX 30BOpPYLUEHD i
TOMY NOCUAIOE penpecii, onMpaynch
HQ HOCUABCTBO M TOTAAbHY GpPEeXxHIo.

[HLLIOIO «CKpeEnoton, Ky KpemMAb BUTAT-
HYB 3i CBOTO LLIYAEPCbKOrO PYyKOBd, CTA-
AQ iAeq «POCIMCbKOI TPAAULLIMHOCTIN,
((HETAEHHOCTI BIKOBIMHMX LLIHHOCTEMN),
«cBaToun Pycin ToLLL0. 3a BIACYTHOCTI «iae-
OAOTYHOTO BiaAIAy LLK» doyHKLO AyXOB-
HOIO (OKOPAMAIOBAHHS) 3HOBY MEPEATAM
(HEYPAAOBIM TOOMOACHKIM OPRIraHI3ALL,
KA BMPOAOBXK CTOAITb € MOCAYLLUHMLEIO
BAOAM | Be33anepeyHO BUKOHYE BCi i HO-
KQ3K1, MPUMXM | 3a0araHku. Takoro ByAa,
€ i LLLe gkumichb Yac Byae Pocinceka npa-
BOCAQBHA LLEPKBA.

OCb LLLO MPO HET MMLIE POCIMChKMM
TEAErPAM-KAHAA «LlepkBay:

«Pr1LL MpeAOCTaBAIET BAQCTM CBOM
YCAYTU: MOAAEPXKKY HA BbIBOPAX, OTKA3
OT KPUTKKM B MEPUOA MEXKAY BbIOODAMM,
AEMOHCTPALMIO MOAHOM AOSABHOCTM HA
YPOBHE OACQrOYMHHBIX WM EnuCKOoMNaATa.
OHQ HE 3AHMMOETCH TEM, YHEM AOAXKHA,
He OBAMYAET MOPOKM MPEACTABUTEAEM
BAOCTM, HE MOAHMMAET BCEPLE3 TEMY
COLIMAABHOW HECMPOBEAAMBOCTH, PA3-
ACET OPAEHA KOPPRYMUMOHEPAM, a TO
M OTKPOBEHHbIM BaHAMTOM. EnnckonaT
BCTPOUACSH B POCCUUCKYIO KAEMTOKPA-
TUYECKYIO DAUTY.

4. Despite having successfully brain-
washed the population, the Russian
government is morbidly afraid of inter-
nal unrest, thus ratcheting up repression
through brutal violence and total lies.

Another ‘spiritual bond’ that the
Kremlin card sharpers have up their
sleeve is the idea of ‘Russian tradition-
ality’, ‘imperishable everlasting val-
ves’, ‘holy Rus’, efc. In the absence of
the ‘ideological unit of the communist
party’, the function of spiritual ‘enven-
oming’ was once again handed over
to a ‘non-governmental organisation’,
which is a long-time acolyte of the
powers-that-be, obeying all of their
orders, whims, and caprices without
demur. That was — and will continue to
be for a while — the Russian Orthodox
Church (ROC).

Here is what the Russian Tele-
gram-channel Tserkvach writes about it:

‘The ROC offers the government
its services: support during elections,
refraining from crificism befween
elections, demonstration of full alle-
giance at the level of assistant bish-
ops and the episcopate. It is not do-
ing what it is supposed to, it does not
denounce the vices of government
officials, does not seriously bring up
the fopic of social injustice, hands
out medals to corrupt people and
even outright criminals. The episco-

26  Po3naa Pocii: 3arpo3a 41 WaHc?



BsameH BAaCTb HOoaeAdeT PTL, mpusm-
AETUSMU: HE MAQTUTb HOAOTM, MOAYHOTh
rOCYAQPCTBEHHOE COMHAHCUPOBAHME,
CBOOOAHO 3AHUMATLCS KOMMEPLIMEN,
BHOCMUTb MPOBKM B 30KOHOMPOEKTbI M
y>XXEe AENCTBYIOLLME 3AKOHbI, OOPALLLATL-
CS K YYHOBHMKAA AIOOOro PAHra BMAOTbH
AO MPE3NAEHTA, MOAB30OBATHCH IAOUPOM
JoeAEPAAbHBIX TEAEKAHOAOB, MCMOAb-
30BATb CMELTPAHCMOPT M OXPAHY, 6e3
NPOBAEM MPOBOAMTE MOCCOBbBIE MEPO-
NPUATUI M MHOTOE Apyroey [14].

30 AQHWMMM POCIMCEKMX AXKEPEA, CY-
yacHa PTIL, — ue noHaa 60 METPOMOAIN
i 300 enapxin, maike 37 TMC. XPAMIB TA
IHLLIMX MPUMILLLEHD, 462 HOAOBIMI | 482 Xi-
HOYI MOHQCTMPI. B il AIFABHOCTI 30AI9HO
BiAbLLIE HiX 40 TLC. oci®. LLlopivHo PIIL,
OTPUMYE AOXIA Y PO3MIpI MoHaa 300-
350 MAH AOA. CLLIA, BKAIOYHO HE AMLLIE
3 MOXEPTBAMM | KOMEPLLMHOIO AlAbHIC-
TIO, O 1 i3 MPUXOBAHMM CDIHAHCYBAHHSM
3 AGPXKABHOTO BIOAXKETY. AEXTO BBOXKAE
LLIO CYMY AELLLO 3AHMXKEHOI | HO3MBAE
umdopy 500 maH AO0A. CLUA [15].

IGONBLIENEPKBEWTEM
BONBILIE 3‘ii‘ﬁ'nm-

""‘1 f‘ i |

IIEIIIII'I'I 3]10 HECHTE HX B
~ S {EPKOBb

3a Oyab-akux obctasmH P, Ha
AYMKY Kpemas, € BAXAMBOK iAEOAO-
MYHOKO (OKOPMAIOBAYKOO» POCIMCHKO-
rO HOCEAEHHd. Hade i MOXAMBOCTI, 5K

Ba4YMMO, €. NMUTAHHS AMLLIE B TOMY, GKOI

KIABKOCTI HOCEAEHHS Le CTOCYETbCSH i
HACKIAbKM € eDEKTUBHUM.

AKLLLO OMMPATUCSH HA IHADOPMALLIO
OMILLMHOTO MPEACTOBHMKO MBC PP,
2019 poky (Bepemo AOKOBIAHWMM PIK)

BEAMKOAHI (Hi4YHI CBATKOBI CAY>KOM B POCil

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

pate has embedded itself into the
Russian kleptocratic elite.

In return, the government confers
privileges on the ROC: fax exemptions,
public funding, the right to freely en-
gage in commerce, to make amend-
ments info draft laws and legislation
already in force, to reach out to pub-
lic officials of various levels up to the
president, to go on air using federal
TV channels, to use special-purpose
fransport and guard, to freely carry out
mass events, and a lot more’ [14].

According to Russian sources, the
modern ROC comprises more than 60
metropolis religious jurisdictions, more
than 300 eparchies, over 40,000 people
involved in its activities, nearly 37,000
churches and other facilities, 462 mon-
asteries, and 482 nunneries. The ROC re-
ceives an annual income of circa $300—
350 million, including not only donations
and commercial activities but also cov-
ert funding from the state budget. Some
believe this is an understated figure and
put it at $500 million [15].

At any rate, the Kremlin considers
the ROC an important ideological ‘en-
venomer’ of the Russian population.
As we can see, there is no shortage
of capacity for that role, too. The only
question is how many people it con-
cerns and how effective it is.

Based on the data from the official
representative of the Russian Ministry
of Internal Affairs, ‘In 2019, evening
Easter services in Russia were attended
by more than 4.3 million people’ [16].
Is this the exact number of Orthodox
Christians in Russia2 Certainly not. But
what matters for us is figures.

Take, for comparison, Russian Mus-
lims. Let us leave Kadyrov's and Putin’s
remarks on the number of Muslims in
Russia (30 and 20 million, respective-
ly [17]) weighing on their conscience.
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BIABIACAM MOHOA 4,3 MAH ociby [16]. Hu
O3HQAYAE LLe, LLLO B POCII H1HI cOMe CTiAb-
KM MPOOBOCACBHMX BIPYIOYMXE 3BICHO, Hi.
AAE AAS HOC BADKAMBUMM € YUCAJ.

MNOPIBHAMMO, HAMPUKAQA, i3 POCIK-
CbKMMM  MYCYABMAHAMM.  3AAMLLIM-
MO HO COBICTi KOAMPOBA MOro AYMKy
LLLOAO YMCEABHOCTI MYCYAbMAH Y Pocii
(30 MAH OCIB), i HaBITb MyTIHQ, KM 30-
3HA4aE, Lo X 20 MiabHOHIB [17]. OaHOK
MIHIMOABHI LUADPU, 3 IKMMKM MOTOAXY-
IOTbCS HE HAATO MPUXMABHI AO MYCYAb-
MOH AXEPEAQ, BKA3YIOTb HA TE, LLLO IX Y
Pocii LoHammeHLLe 13 MAH ocib [18].
BoaHOYOC TEHAEHUId AO MOCTIMHOIO
30IAbLLUEHHS YUMCEABHOCTI MYCYAbMAH
3POCTAE 9K Yepe3 MPUPOAHUK Mpwu-
PICT, TAK i BHOCAIAOK MirpaLii 3 Asep-
OanaxaHy, KpaiH CepeaHboi Asii Ta
BAmsbkoro Cxoay. | Lie CNpaBAi AKTUBHI
Bipytodi. [MNonpu Te, O LU AEPXOABA HE
AOMOMArae MYCYAbMAHAOM, 9K Pocin-
CbKil1 MPABOCACBHIM LLEPKBI.

A pobuTb aAq PIILL BOHO cripaBai He-
MOAO: AO HOBOI peAakuii KoHCTUTyLil
Pocii BHECEHO MOAOXEHHA MPO TPA-
AMLIMHICTb CIM'T;  CBALLLEHHOCAYXXMUTEAI
PIML, MmatoTb AOCTYM AO BCiX COLLIAAbHMX
NPOLLIAPKIB CYCMIABCTBA: BiA MOAOAI AO
30POMHKMX CUA (LLLOO, HOMPUKAQA, OCBS-
4YBATU SAEPHI PAKETH); MPEACTOITEAIO
PML, BAQLUTOBYIOTb TEAEBI3IMHE LLIOY 3
00"3A0M HOBKOAO Kpemas aAs «oBo-
POHMY BIA MAHAEMI; CAY>XUTEAIM PTILL
CTBOPEHO CMELLAAbHI YMOBM AAR OPra-
HI3yBAHHS MAAOMHMLLTBA, LLLO € 4epro-
BOKO HEMPIMOIO CDIHOHCOBOK MIATPUM-
KO TOLLLO. A AO XPAMIB, 9K BAYMMO, iae
30BCIM HEBEAMKA YACTUHA BIPHMX, XOM
OILLIMHO 309BAEHO 58 MAH OCIO.

MoCcTaE NMUTAHHA: HOMYZ A TOMY, LLLO
HOBITb 3COUTMI AEPXKABHOKO MPOMa-
FAHAOIO MEPECIHHMIM POCIFHUH OAYUTb
BCIO HELLIMPICTb TOrO, LLLO NPOonAryoTb
HQ30BHI | LLLO OAHOYQCHO BiADYBAETHCS
B camin PILL. MabyTb, TGKOX i Yepes

However, even the minimal figure given
by sources not well-disposed to Muslims
suggests that there are least 13 million
of them in Russia [18], and that number
is rising, both due to natural growth rate
and migration from Azerbaijan, Central
Asia, and the Middle East. And these
are indeed committed believers, al-
though the Russian state does not help
Muslims the way it helps the ROC.

The government really does a lot
for the ROC: the new version of the
constitution contains provisions on tra-
ditional family; Orthodox priests have
access to all walks of life, from youth to
armed forces (for instance, to conse-
crate nuclear weapons); the primate
of the ROC goes on air making tours
around the Kremlin to ‘protect’ it from
the pandemic; ROC priests enjoys spe-
cial conditions in organising pilgrim-
age, which is another kind of indirect
financial support, etc. But as we can
see, only a small fraction of 58 million
official worshippers visit churches.

The question arises: Why so¢ The an-
swer is that even an ordinary Russian
citizen, browbeaten by state propa-
ganda, can see the insincerity of what
is being propagated and what is go-
ing on inside the ROC. Another reo-
son might be numerous scandals con-
stantly shaking the ROC from within.

In this respect, it is worth mention-
ing at least the case of Archiereus
Chaplin, a high-ranking person in the
ROC, who called for ‘kiling Russian
political emigrates with missile at-
tacks in countries where they reside,
sefting up special units modelled on
“death squads” for eliminating ene-
mies of the regime in the territories of
other states’, argued that ‘large-scale
kilings of people are allegedly sanc-
fioned by God, as clearly indicated in
the Holy Scriptures’, etc. [19].
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YUCAEHHI CKOHAOAM, 9Ki MOCTIMHO TPS-
cyTb PIL, 3cepeamHn.

3 OrAgAy HQ Le BAPTO 3raadTu
icTopito apxiepes YanAiHa, gkmMn 30-
MMaB y cuctemi Pl He OCTaAHHIO
MO3MULLIKO | 3OKAMKAB (K YOUMCTBY pa-
KETHbIMM YAQPOMM C BO3AYXA POC-
CUNCKMX MOAUTUHECKMX DMUTPCAHTOB
B TOCYAQPCTBAX, KYAQ T€ yEexXaAu, K
CO3AQHUIO CMeLNOAPA3AEAEHUM
Mo TMNYy “3CKAAPOHOB CMEPTU” AAd
AMKBUAQLIMU  BPATOB PEXMMA HA
TEPPUTOPUIX APYTUX TFTOCYAQPCTBY,
AOBOAMB, LLLO (MACCOBble YOMNCTBA
AOAEN  9KOObI  CAHKLLMOHMPOBAHDI
COMUMM borom, o 4em CO BCEMN OYe-
BMAHOCTbIO SBCTBYET M3 CBIALLLEHHbIX
BUMOAENCKMX TEKCTOBY TOLLLO [19].

A TaKoX npoTtoiepes CMMPHOBQA,
3HAQHOTO 9K 30CHOBHMKA i AlAEPC NPO-
€KTY «OTAEABHbIN AMBU3MOH) — YKPAM
KOHCEPBATMBHOIO  MPABOCACQBHOIO
PyXy, LLO CTOBAB HA «3AXMCT CiMen-
HUX WIHHOCTEM) Y IXHiM HaMBiAbLL
MPaKOBicHIM BepcCii, BOPOBCA NPOTH
30MPOBAAXEHHS B POCIi tOBEHAABHOI
toCTULil T 3000POHM ABOPTIB, YMM
CMPABEAAMBO 3CACAYXMB CACBY OA-
HOro 3 «<HaOMBOAEE MEP3KMX M MOA-
AbIX MpakobecoB, OBCKYPAHTOB M
PETPOrPAAOB CpeAM POCCUMCKMX
LepPKOBHMKOBY [20].

Y1 CKAHAOAM AOBKOAQ ACQAEKO He
MOHQLLOI BAOCHOCTI B LEHTPI Mo-
CKBM CAMOTO BoAaoammmpa NyHasEBA
(KABeluHe nceBAO — «MUXAMAOBY) TA
MOrO TOHIHHA HO HE3rOAHMX Y LLEPKBI,
30KpeMa, NpoToaMdIKoHA A. Kypaesa;
OKYAbTM3M, 9KMIM AICTABCS BXE HOBITb
AO BMCOKMX LLEPKOBHMX YUHIB; OYHT
cxmirymeHa Ceprig B €EKATEPUHOYP3b-
Kit enapxii; NeAOMIiAbHI CKAHAOAM
B OpeHbyp3i Ta FkyTii; po3beLleHHs
MOAOAITHIX y BOAOrAi; BUKPMUTT 4MC-
AEHHMX «romoiepapxiey ToLlo. | ue
AMLLIE OKPEMI MPUKACAM.

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

Another prominent case is Protfo-
priest Smirnov, famed as the founder
and leader of the Separate Division, a
highly conservative Orthodox move-
ment standing up for ‘family values’ in
their most bigoted version. He fought
against infroducing juvenile jurisdiction
and for abortion ban, rightfully earning
a reputation of one of ‘the most des-
picable and mean-spirited zealots, ob-
scurantists, and reactionaries among
Russian clerics’ [20].

One could also mention scandals
around by no means monastic prop-
erty in the centre of Moscow owned
by V. Hundyayev himself (known as
‘Mikhailov’ in the KGB), persecution
of dissenters in the church, particu-
larly Protodeacon A. Kurayev, oc-
cultism that has already infiltrated
senior church dignitaries, a revolt of
schema-hegumen Sergey in Yekat-
erinburg Eparchy, pedophile scan-
dals in Orenburg and Yakutiya, child
molestatfion in Vologda, exposure of
homesexual priests, efc. And these
are but a few examples.

It is clear that such ‘heroes’
of the ROC and their unchristian
deeds inflict irreparable harm fto
the image of the Russian church. As
historian Alexey Makarkin puts it, all of this
‘strikes a discordant note with the senti-
ment prevailing among young Russians,

BETEPAHAM KI'b

Bceraa eCTb 0 Yem NOroBOPUTbL
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3p0O3yMIiAO, WO ToKi «repom PIILL
TA IXHi HEXPUCTUAHCHKI BYMHKM 3ABAC-
IOTb POCIMCBHKIM LLEPKBI HEMOMPABHO!
IMIAXKEBOT LLKOAM. YCE LEe, HO AYMKY
MoAiToAora m ictopmka Oaekcis Ma-
KAPKIHA, «AMCCOHMPYET C HacTpoe-
HUAMM, NPEODAAACIOLLMMUK B Cpeae
MOAOABIX POCCHAH, 4TO CTABUT TMOA
BOonmpocCc Oyayulee uepksu. [...] 6o-
AEE  MOAEPHUCTCKM HACTPOEHHOS
4OCTb OBOLLLECTBA PACXOAUTCH C LLep-
KOBbKD, CYMUTAS €€ CAMLLKOM apXAmY-
HOM. M He yTpa4mBAd NPABOCACGBHOM
COMOMUAEHTUCDUKALMM,  MepecTaeT
CBA3bIBATH CE0S C LLEPKOBbIO KAK OPra-
HU3aumemy [21].

He MOXHQ He 3BAXKATM TAKOX, KO-
rO HMULLBHOrO yAQpy OYAO 3QBACHO
wyctosamy PTIL, vyepes T1e, wo Bceaer-
CbKO MATPIAPXiS BM3HOAQ KAHOHIYHY
HE3QAEXHICTb [NPABOCACBHOI Llepkaum
YkpdiHu. Bia PIILL HUWHI BXe BiaiMLIAQ
3HOYHA YACTMHA BIPYIOYMX B YKPAiHI.
Ller npouec, xo4 i ToMaAy, HaBupae
00bepTiB, TOX 00'EKTMBHO BECTMME AO
OCAQBOAEHHS | HABITb MOTEHLLIMHOIO
3aHenaay PIU y camin Pocii, 60 Bxe
HAMBAMKYMM HOCOM BOHO MOXE pe-
OABHO BTPATUTU YMCEAbHY MEPLLICTb Y
MPOBOCACQBHOMY CBITi.

3 OrAsSAY HA MPUCAY>KHULLBKY POAb
PrLL y BIAHOCMHQOX 3 pOCIMCbKOIO Aep-
XABOI, BHYTPILLHI CKOHACAM, AEAQAI
BiAbLLIE MOCAQDBAEHHS i BMAMBY HO CBITO-
BE MPOBOCACB'S, BOPKKO HE MOTOAMTUCS 3
AYMKOIO AOMMCYBOMA HA camTi «Kacna-
poB.ru» NaBAa MATBEEBA: «[...] 3TA KOH-
Topa (PlIL. — ABT.) NPOrHMAQ HEe NPOCTO
HACKBO3b — OHA NPOrHUAQ LLEAUKOM U NO-
AHOCTbIO, 6€CNOBOPOTHO U HABCETAQ. M
[...] HUKaGKOMY PECDOPMMUPOBAHMIO OHA
HE MOAAEXMUT, A MOAAEXMUT OHA TOABKO
OAHOMY — YHUHTOXEHMIO [...]» [19].

Omxe, MACYMOBYIOYM AYMKM POCIH-
CbKMX EKCMEPTIB, BUKAQAEHI BULLLE, MO-
TPIGHO KOHCTATYBATU:

thus calling intfo question the future of
the church. [...] a more modern-minded
part of the population is at variance with
the church, considering it foo archaic.
While maintaining its Orthodox self-iden-
fity, it no longer associates itself with the
church as an organisation’ [21].

We also cannot ignore the crushing
blow that the ROC's ‘fabric’ suffered
after the Ecumenical Patriarchate rec-
ognised the canonical independence
of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The
ROC has already lost a considerable
share of its worshippers in Ukraine. This
process, albeit slowly, is gaining mo-
mentum, thus objectively leading to the
weakening and even a potential decline
of the ROC in Russia itself. In the coming
years, the Russian church really stands to
lose its primacy in the Orthodox world.

Given the slavish role of the ROC in
relations with the Russian state, scandals
inside the church, and a marked weak-
ening of its influence in global Ortho-
doxy, one can hardly disagree with the
words of Pavel Matveyev, a columnist
of Kasparov.ru: ‘[...] this shady business
[ROC] is not only wicked - it is rotten to
the core, from top to bottom, utterly and
completely [...] Itis not to be reformed, it
is fo be destructed [...]" [19].

Thus, based on the opinions ex-
pressed by the Russian experts, it can
be stated that:
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1. PMU, cbaKTU4YHO € AEepPXABHOIO
LLepkKBolo, 60 0O6CAYrosye ii iHTepecu.

2. YHAQCAIAOK LLbOTO BOHO nepe-
6upae Ha cebe BCi AepXaBHi rpi-
XM — KOPYMLiO, MPUCTOCYBAHCTBO,
OpexHIo TOLLO.

3. PMLU ToMmy i cTpimko BTpadae
BoAQM 9KMMCb MOPOAbHMHA ABTOPM-
TeT, LLO MOAQ B MEPLUI MICATKOMYHIC-
TUYHI POKM, O OTXKE, BXE HE BUKAMKAE
TAKOI AOBIPU B POCISH, HO 9Ky CMOAI-
BAIOTbCS B Kpemai.

4, 3HOYHO 3MEHLLMBCH MDKHOPOA-
HWIM BMAMB PTIL, 3 OragAy HO HOAQHHS To-
MOCY MPO ABTOKEXDAAID PABOCACB-
HOI Llepkem B YKPQiHI TGO CAOMOIZOAALLIKO
PIL, y cBiTOBOMY MPOBOCACB'T.

BUCHOBOK O4YeBMAHMMU: CTABKQA
Kpemasa Ha PIL, € 6uTtoto kapToto. PIL,
He 3MOXe BUKOHATHU CPYHKLU,i, AKi BU-
3HA4YMB AASl HeT KpeMAb. TpILLLMHAO MK
NPABOCACBHMMM | PTIL, rambuatmme,
60 KepiBHULTBO LLEPKBKM HOB'A3yE Bip-
HUM CTAHAQPTM | TPOAMLIT MUHYAOTO.
PILL, 9K i PoCinMCbKa Aep>KaBA, gKiM BOHA
BIDHO CAY>XXMTb, OOEPHEHC B MUHYAE. Y
TAKOI LLepKBM HEMAE NEPCNEKTUBM.

OTOX iaeoAoriYHO onopa MNyTiH-
CbKOFO PEeXMMY HOCMNPABAi He € Ta-
KOO MilHOW, LWobu 3a6e3ne4nTtn
noro cTabiAbHicTb. Lle Le He nosHe
BIATOPITHEHHd, NpoTe | He 6e33acTe-
PEXHA MIATPUMMKA. HeratmMpHa AMHA-
MIKO  COLLIOABHO-EKOHOMIYHOTO PO3-
BUTKY POCii Mmoxe 3BEeCTM HAHIiBELb
YCi (AOCATHEHHS) HA IAEOAOMNYHOMY
JOPOHTI. A KOAU PYMHYETbCH iA€OAO-
ris, 3aHenaAdqe i Aepxasa.

laeTbCca NpPO FAMGOKY CBITOTASIAHY
TPiWMHY, Ky pocilicbke CycCniAbCTBO
B OCSXKHil NnepcneKkTuBi NOAOAQTU HE
3MoXe. HeCTaHAQPTHMK TMOTASA HA
nepcnektmen PlIL, y LbOMY KOHTEK-
CTi BUCAOBMB HEOAHO3HOYHMIK OAek-
caHAp Hes3opos [22].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

1. The ROC is, in fact, a state church
because it serves state interests.

2. Due fo this, it shares in all the
sins of the state: corruption, time-
serving, lies, etc.

3. That is why it is rapidly losing a
semblance of moral authority it had in
the first post-communist years; there-
fore, Russians do not frust it as much as
the Kremlin expected.

4. Due to the Orthodox Church of
Ukraine receiving a Tomos and the
ROC isolating itself in global Ortho-
doxy, the international clout of the
ROC has substantially weakened.

A conclusion forces itself upon us:
The Kremlin's bet on the ROC is a burn
card. The ROC will not be able to ful-
fil the functions entrusted to it by the
Kremlin. The rift between Orthodox
Christians and the ROC will be deep-
ening because the church leadership
is imposing standards and traditions
of yesteryear on believers. The ROC,
similar to the Russian state which it is
faithfully serving, is looking backwards.
Such a church has no future.

Consequently, the ideological
pillar of Putin's regime is not strong
enough to ensure the regime’s
stability. For now, this relationship can
be described neither as total rejec-
fion nor as unconditional support. The
downward tfrend in Russia’s socioec-
onomic development could nullify
all the ‘achievements’ made on the
ideological front. And when ideology
crumbles, so does the state.

This is about a profound rift in the
outlook that Russian society will not
be able to overcome in the foresee-
able future. In this respect, an origi-
nal view on the prospects of the ROC
has been offered by controversial Al-
exander Nevzorov [22]
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3. BHYTPILLHIN
KOAOHIAAI3M

«PeanbHQs (KOH)cbeaepaumsan m
«Poccusiy — 970 SBAEHUS AOBOAbHO
PQA3HbIE M €ABA AW HE MPOTHMBOMO-
AOXKHBbIE.

Baaumm Lrena,
pirocod i NyBAiLmCT [1]

«Pocincbka Peaepalisy — LLe Ha3Ba
Cy4acHOi Pocii. 9k BiaAOMO, doeaepa-
TMBHMIM YCTPIM Nepeabayae HAABHICTb
ABOX PIBHIB CyBEpPEHITETY: CpeAEPAAb-
HOro (3araabHo-
AEP>KABHOTO) i
cy0b'exTiB dheaepa-
Lii. AAS KOXHOro 3
HUX BU3HAYEHO CBIl
PIBEHb KOMMETEHLLI
TA  BIAMOBIAGABHO-
cTi. Takoto € Teopis.
MpoTte pocikcbka
NPAKTUKA i B LbO-
MYy BiApi3HSIETbCS
BiA 3CGrAAbHOAIOA-
CbKOI.

AAE noyaTt Bap-
TO0 6yAO © i3 Hese-
AMKOTO €KCKypCy B
icTopito, 60 cy4yac-
HO POCIMCbKA «dbe-
AEPALM € AMLLIE

HLLIOIO HO3BOO
TOro, WO pPaHiLle
HO3MBAAM Pocin-

cbkoto imnepicto. i

CyB'eKTU CTOAM TOKMMMK Y CBOIM Nepe-
BADKHI GIABLLIOCTI MPOTKM BAQCHOI BOAI,
00 X 30BOIOBAAU. PAKTUYHO BOHM Nepe-
TBOPIOBAAMCS HO KOAOHII, HOAQKOYM CO-
Mirt MOCKOBIi O3HOK LLEHTPY KOAOHIOAb-
HOT iMnepii, LLLO YTBOPIOBAAACS. AO TOTO
X 1T cneumdoika MOAAraAQ B TOMY, LLO
(HOPOLLLYBAHHS» TEPUTOPIN BIAOYBOAO-
Cs Yepe3 MPUEAHOHHS HOBMX 3EMEAb,

puT IN THE TRASH
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The Disintegration of Russia: Threat or Opportunity?

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

3. INTERNAL
COLONIALISM

The real (con)federation and ‘Rus-
sia’ are two quite different and vir-
tually opposite phenomena.

—Vadim Shtepa,
a philosopher
and social columnist [1]

The name of modern Russia is the
‘Russian Federation’. As you will know,
the federal system provides for two lev-
els of sovereignty: federal (all-national)
and that of federal
enfities. Each of
them has its own
level of compe-
tence and respon-
sibility. That is the
theory. Russian
practice, however,
differs from univer-
sal human practic-
es even here.

Nevertheless,
we should start with

a brief historical
overview, since the
- modern Russian

‘federation’ is noth-
ing but a name of
what used fo be
called the ‘Russian
Empire’. The mao-
jority of its entities
were conguered,
thus becoming part of it against their
will. They were virtually turned intfo col-
onies, which gave Moscow the char-
acteristics of a colonial empire. The
latter had a peculiarity: Territorial ‘en-
largement’ occurred through incor-
porating fterritories inhabited, in most
cases, by peoples completely unrelat-
ed to the population in the metropole.

L

o add
A

A
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HA 9KMX Yy BIABLLIOCTI BUMOAKIB MOOXXMBO-
AM QBCOAIOTHO HE CMopiAHEH: 3 HOCe-
AEHHAM METPOMOAI HaPOAM. Bia camo-
ro noyaTky e PoBUAO i HOLOHAABHO
CTPOKATOIO, AY>XXKE HEOAHOPIAHOIO i, LLLO

HOMIOAOBHILLIE, HEPIBHOMPOBHOWD, ©0
30BOMOBAHI (Ty3eML» BIAPO3Y MNOTPO-
MASAM B KATETOPIO APYrOPSAHUX, YMO-
CAIAKEHNX, (HEAOPO3BMHYTUXN.
BiABLLIOBMKM, PO3YMItO4M, LLLO BTPMU-
MOATU MOHEBOAEHI POCI€O HOPOAM B KO-
AOHIGABHOMY PABCTBI HA TAI PO3MNAAY
IHLLUMX €BPOMNEMNCBKMX imnepin ob'ek-
TMBHO HE BAQCTbCS, BAOAMCS AO BIABED-
TOI OpPEXHi TO MAHINYASILIM: BOHWU NPO-
FTOAOCUAM MPUBABAMBE HA3ATAA FACAO
(CBITOBOI doeAepaLLil BIAbHMX HOPOAIBY,
AKE B PEAAIIX MOYATKY XX CTOAITTA dOaK-
TMYHO OYyAO OBDMeXeHe TepuTopIEto
KOAULLIHBOI iMmnepii. POPMAAbHO KOH-
Lenuis «AOBPOBIABHOTO 06’€AHAHHM
B CPCP KOAMLUHIX KOAOHIM HO HO4eBTO
PIBHOMPAOBHIM 3 METPOMOAIEID OCHOBI
CNPALLIOBAAQ, XOHA i LLbOTO PA3Y «AO-
BPOBIABHICTB) YCIM (HE3AAEXHMM pPEeC-
nyOAikam» BYAO MPUHECEHO HA Kpu-
BABMX OATHETAX BIAbLLIOBMLIbKMX OPA.

From the very outset, it made the latter
ethnically diverse, utterly heterogene-
ous, and, most importantly, inequita-
ble, since the conquered ‘Aborigines’
immediately fell under the category of
second-rate, humiliated, and ‘unde-
veloped' people.

Realising that Russia would not ob-
jectively be able to hold the subjugat-
ed people in the colonial yoke amid
collapsing European empires, Bolshe-
viks resorted fo outright lies and manip-
ulations: They proclaimed the generally
popular motto of a ‘world federation of
free peoples’, which in the realities of
the early 20 century became virtual-
ly limited to the territories of the former
empire. The concept of ‘voluntary uni-
fication’ of former colonies in the USSR
on a seemingly equal footing with the
metropole formally worked out, al-
though this fime ‘voluntariness’ was
brought to all ‘independent republics’
on the bayonets of Bolshevik hordes.

The real inequality of ‘equal’ re
publics was obvious from the very
beginning. That said, the enshrine-
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PeaAbHe  HepiBHOMPOB'S  «PIBHO-
MPABHMXY PECTYOAIK OYAO OYEBUMAHMM
BiA CBOIX MOYATKIB. XO4O GOOPMAABHOK
HOBEAOIO CTAAO 3AKPINAEHHS B KOHCTU-
Tyuii CPCP piBHOMPOB's MOro cyb' exTis,
MOXXAMBOCTI MOTK BAOCHI 30KOHOAQBM i
BMKOHQBYI OPraHW BACGAM, 30POMHI CUAM
TA HABITb MNPABO BMxOAY 3i Coro3y PCP.
Mepexia A0 XXOPCTKOI LLEHTRAAI3ALI HO
noyatky 30-X POKIB MMHYAOTO CTOAITTS
MOCTABMB >XXMPHY KPAMKY HA BCiX «dpeae-
pPaAiCTCbkmx» Teopisx: CPCP ae-doakto
CTAB YHITAPHOIO AEP>XXABOK i3 CUCTe-
MOIKO  COMOAEP>KABHO-KOMMAPTIMHOTO
YMPOBAIHHS, MO30CBAEHOK  OYAb-IKMX
MOPOABHUX MPUHLMAIB | HOPM. Y nia-
CYMKY HOCAIAKOM LIbOTO CTOB HeBa4e-
HUM TEPOP MNPOTK HAPOAIB HeoiMmMepil
AK Y MOAITMYHIM, COLAAbHIM, TOK i B HOLL-
OHOABHIM CGoepax. POAAHCBKMIA DEXXMM
BMSBMBCS 3HAYHO AECMOTHUYHILLIMAA LLLOAO
CBOIX HOBMX-CTAPUX KOAOHIM, H>X POCin-
CbKO-IMMEPCHKMM. 3PO3YMIAO, LLLO BCi Lii
YUHHMKM CTAAM HOMBODKAMBILLIMMM NEpe-
AyMOBammM konancy CPCP.

9Ki > BUCHOBKM 3 TOKOFO PO3BMTKY
MOAIM 3p0OMAM B CydaCHiIM Pociie Oue-
BUAHO, LLLO HifKmX, 6O TaOM PAKTUYHO
NoBTOPMAM NPAKTUKY CPCP, TiAbKM LbO-
rO Pa3y BXe B MEXAX CAMOI POCiT.

HY4M € CbOTrOAHILLHA Pocinchbka
Peaepauia? Lle koHraomepar i3 83
cy6’€eKTiB, PIi3HMX 30 CTATYCOM, MOBHO-
BODKEHHAMM | PIBHEM BIAMOBIAQABHOCTI.
A0 dbeasepalil BXOAATb pecnyBAiku,
Kpadi, OBOAQCTi, MICTa doeAEpPaAbHO-
rO 3HOYEHHs, OBTOHOMHI ODBAQCTI, OB-
TOHOMHI OKpyr1. OCHOBOIO «HOBOFON
POCIMCBbKOTO dpeAepaAisMy CTOB Pe-
AEPATUBHUI AOTOBID 1992 POKY, 9KMM
dOOKTMYHO  MOBTOPMB  KOHCTPYKLLIO
«dpeaepanismyn CPCP. Moro mianmca-
MM cyB'ektn doeaepalii i dbeaepanb-
HUMM LeHTp. Lle ©yB, Tak GU MOBUTH,
TPAAMLLIMHUIA (BEPTUKAABHMMY AOTOBIP,
30 SKMM «3ropmy MOrOAMAMCS HO MEBHI

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

ment of equality of the USSR entities,
the right to have their own legal and
executive authorities, armed forces,
and even to leave the Soviet Union
became a formal novelty. The fran-
sition to rigid centralisation at the
beginning of the 1930s put a definite
stop to all ‘federalist’ theories: The
USSR de facto turned into a unitary
state with a tsarist-communist gov-
ernance system bereft of any moral
principles and norms. This resulted in
unprecedented terror against the
peoples of the neo-empire in the
political, social, and national fields.
The Soviet regime proved to be far
more despotic in relation to its new-
old colonies than its predecessor,
the Russian Empire. Understandably,
all of these factors became the most
essentfial prerequisites for the col-
lapse of the USSR.

What conclusions have been made
in present-day Russia from such a
course of events? It appears that there
are none, since they have, in fact, re-
peated Soviet practices, except this
fime within the borders of Russia.

What is the modern Russian Feder-
ation? It is a conglomerate of 83 enti-
fies with different status, powers, and
levels of responsibility. The federation
comyprises republics, oblasts, federal
cities, autonomous oblasts, and au-
tonomous districts. The ‘new’ Russian
federalism is based on the 1992 Fed-
eral Agreement, which practically
repeated the ‘federal’ consfruction
of the USSR and was signed by fed-
eral entities and the federal centre. It
was, so to say, a fraditional ‘vertical’
agreement, when those at the ‘top’
agreed to accord certain rights to
those af the ‘boftom’. That said, large
regions, mostly inhabited by Russians,
did notf receive any agency.
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MPAOBA AAS TUX, XTO OYB «3HM3Y». BOAHO-
4OC BEAMKI PETIOHM, 9Ki HOCEAIIOTh 3A€E-
BGIAbLLIOTO POCISHM, XOAHOI CyD’' €EKTHO-
CTi HE OTPUMOAMN.

OCb LLLO NMLLIE NPO LLE BXE 3a3HAaYe-
Hu B. LUTtena: «[...] BbIAO 3adoUKCUPO-
BAHO HEPCOBHOMPOBME PEMMOHOB — OA-
HUM MO3BOAAAOCH ObiTb CyBEPEHHbIMM
PECnyOAMKAOMM CO CBOMMM KOHCTM-
TyUMSIMMK, O aApyrme  (BOAbLLUMHCTBO)
OCTOAMCb HA YPOBHE HECYBEPEHHbIX
OBAQCTEMN U KPAEB, YEM TACQBHbIM AO-
KYMEHT HA3bIBAETCS MO-APMEMNCKM
“ycTta"» [2]. AOriKa ABTOPQ, 9K KBEAIKO-
POCAY, € LLIAKOM 3PO3YMIAOIO — AAS HUX
HEMQAE PI3HULL, HOPOA LLE, KM XMBE
HQ CBOIM 3€MAI, Y1 HOCEAEHHS LUTYYHO
CTBOPEHOI OOAQCTI.

Toal 9K BAPTO BiA3HAYMTH, LLLO Paad
Peaepauii, 9Ka AISAQ 30 4ACIB EAb-
LMHA, BMPOAOBX KOPOTKOro mepioay
MOAQ MEBHUM HATAK HO CDEAEPAAIBM,
60 i1 YAEHOMM CTABAAM MOAITUKM, AKMX
obupaam i3 cyO'ekTiB dbeaepali.
MpoTe npmxia A0 BAGAM [TyTiIHO MOKACB
Kpam Takin npakTtmui — 3 2001 poky A0
LLbOTO OPraHy BXE& MPM3HAYAAM 30
BKA3iBKOIO 3 Kpemas.

Y 4yomy X BYB HOMBIAbLLIMIA HEAOAIK
AOrosopy 1992 pokye Hacamnepea y
TOMY, LLLO BiH BIAIMLLIOB BiA MPUMHLLUMY
CYBCUAIQPHOCTI, TOBTO AEAEryBAHHS
cyb’'eKTAOMM CBOIX OKPEMMX MOBHOBO-
KeHb dpeAepaAbHOMY LIEeHTPY. Came
HO HbOMY 3QACHOBOHO AEMOKPATUYHI
doeaepalii CBiTy. TA COOPMYAIDEMO
MUTAHHS IHAOKLWE: a 4m ByAao © y Po-
Cil TOKE B3AraAi MOXAMBO? BiamOBiAb
Oyae HEratmBHoOO, 60 MOAITUYHE MUC-
AEHH$S POCIMCBKMX IMMEPCHKMX EAIT HE
nepeabayae iHWoro cnocoby ynpas-
AIHHS  OKpdiHOMMKM (BE3BIAHOCHO AO
HOLLIOHOABHOCTI MICLLEBOrO HOCEAEH-
HS), OKPIM MIANOPIAKYBOHHS imnep-
CbKOMY LLeHTpy. OTXe, AOroBipHUM
THN doeaepauii, 5K LLe OYAO Y CBITOBIM

As already mentioned V. Shtepa
puts it, ‘[...] inequality of regions could
be observed: Some were allowed to
be sovereign republics while others
(the majority) remained at the level of
unsovereign oblasts and krays, whose
basic document are called in a mili-
tary way, ‘regulations’ [2]. As a veliko-
ross, the author’s logic is enfirely clear,
since for them there is no difference
between a people living on its own
land and a population of an artificially
created oblast.

At the same time, it is worth men-
fioning that the Federation Coun-
cil, which operated during Yeltsin's
presidency, showcased a certain
federalist hue, as far as its members
were politicians elected in federal
entities. However, Pufin’'s ascension
to power put an end to this practice.
From 2001 onwards, members of the
council have been appointed on or-
ders from the Kremlin.

What was the biggest shortcoming of
the 1992 agreement? First of all, it strayed
from the subsidiarity principle, i.e. del-
egating certain functions from federal
entities to the federal centre. It is on this
principle that democratic federations
are based on worldwide. But let us put
the question differently: Was it possible
in Russia at alle The answer is no, since
the political thinking of Russian imperial
elites does not envisage anything short
of subordination to the imperial centre
in administering the country’s outskirts.
Therefore, contrary to world practice,
the contractual character of the feder-
ation has not — and could not — have
worked due fo the 500-year tradition of
imperial governance.

The latter remains unchanged up to
this day and, worse sfill, has assumed
exaggerated forms. Federal entities,
similar to ‘non-agentic’ regions, are
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npakT1ui, B Pocii He cnpaLtoBaB Ta M
HE MIr Ou 3 OrASAY HA N'4TCOTPIYHY iM-
NEePCbKY TOOAMLLIIO YIPOBAIHHS.

BoHa He 3MIHMAQCY i CboroaHi, 6a
BiAbLLIE, HABYAQ  TiNepTPOCdOOBAHMX
o3HaK. Cy6'ekTn doeasepauii, 9K i «He-
Ccy6’eKTHI» perioHu, piBHi y CBOIM NOBHIM
MOAITUYHIN TO €KOHOMIYHIA 3QA€XHOCTI
BiA MockBMu. Hi pecnyBAiku, Hi perioHn He
€ BAACHMKAMM TUX MPUPOAHUX BAQT, aKi
M HOAEXATb, MO309K DIHOHCOBY CHUCTE-
My Pocii noOyAOBAHO B TAKMIM CMNOCIO,
LLLO PO3MOPAAKATUCH OTPUMAHUMM HA
MICLIX MPUOYTKAMM BOHM HE AMOXKYTb.
Ae-doakTo BCi «CyB'ekTvn € AMLLIE NPO-
XQ4OMM Yy BCECKMABHOI Mocken. Came
BOHQ MPM3HAYAE CBOIX {CMOTPSILLIMXY) B
YCi pEerioHM, LLLO MOBTOPKOE PAAIHCHKY
MPAKTHKY KOHTPOAID 30 TOAILLIHIMM CO-
IO3HUMM  pecnybAikamm. Aekaapaiii
NpPO CYBEPEHITET YU iHLi KABTOHOMICT-
CbKin AOKYMEHTU € AGCOAIOTHO AEKAQ-
POTUBHUMMU, O 3 OTASAY HO (MOMPABKUN

equal in their total political and eco-
nomic dependence on Moscow. Nei-
ther republics nor regions own the nat-
ural riches that belong to them, and
Russia’s financial system is structured
such that they are unable to dispose of
their revenues received locally. All the
‘entities’ are de-facto beseechers of
all-mighty Moscow, which appoints its
‘overseers’ in all regions, precisely cop-
ying Soviet practices of confrol over
the then union republics. Sovereignty
declarations or other ‘autonomist’ doc-
uments are completely declarative in
nature. What is more, in the context of
the 2020 constitutional ‘amendments’,
any action that can be construed as
undermining Russia’s territorial integrity
is criminally punishable.

That said, the defining characteris-
tic of a federation a la russe is internal
colonialism. Some Russian experts write
about ‘colonialism’ within Russia ifself,
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A0 KoHcTuTyuii 2020 poky ByAb-aKi Aii,
LLLO MOXHOA TPOKTYBATU fIK MIAPUB Te-
puTopiaAbHOI WinicHocTi Pocii, nianaaa-
I0Tb YK€ MiA KAPHY BiAMOBIAGABHICTb.

TQ BM3HAYAALHOIO O3HAKOIO cheae-
pauii No-pociiCbkM € BHYTPILLHIA KO-
AOHIQAI3ZM. AefKi POCIMCbKI  ekcnepTH
BKA3YIOTb HA «KOAOHIOAI3MY BCEPEAMHI
camoi Pocii, ae «[...] metponoamen [...]
ABAIETCS HE CTPAHA, KOAOHM3MPYIOLLLAS
Apyrve Tepputopun (KK 3TO ObIAO B
CAYYaaxX bpurtaHum, UcnaHum, MNoptyra-
AWM U T.A.), HO cama no cebe “BepTu-
KOAb BAOCTH”, KOTOPAS CHUTAET CBOMU-
MM KOAOHMUSIMU AQXKEe ee COBCTBEHHbIe
PErnoHbI). PO3MIDKOBYIOHM HOA ICTOPIEIO
POCIMCbKOrO KOAOHIaAI3MY, B. LUtena
AOXOAMTb BMCHOBKY, LLLO «[...] BbICOKO-
mepue “MeTPOonoAMM’ MO OTHOLLIEHMIO
K “KOAOHMAM™ B HbIHELLHEN Poccum
BMOAHE COXPOHWMAOCH. B “doeaepanb-
HbIX" CMW (XOTq K dOEAEPAAM3IMY OHM
HWMKAKOrO OTHOLLIEHWS HEe MMEIOT, MbO
COCPEAOTOYEHBI B CTOAMLLE METPOMO-
AWMM) HOCTEHBKO MPUXOAMTCH HODAIOAQTb
OMPEAEAEHU  APYIMX PETMOHOB  KAK
“npouHuUMK”, “nepmudpoepun” m T.A. B
PECAbHBIX MMPOBLIX doeAEPALMAX, TUMA
CLUA 1 PPT, TOKOE COBEPLLUEHHO HEBO-
3MOXKHO MPEACTABUTLY [3].

3PO03YMIAO, LLLO LLE BUKAMKAE QBTO-
HOMICTCbKI HQCTPOI. Pocimcekmi di-
AOCOD — LWOBIHICT KOHCTAHTMH Kpw-
AOB LLLOAO LbOTrO 3as3Ha4vae: «Takue
(OBTOHOMICTCbKI. — ABT.) HOCTPOEHMA
MOAOTPEBAIOTCA YYAOBULLIHO HECMNPO-
BEAAMBBIM TOCYAQPCTBEHHO-TEPPUTO-
PUAAbHBIM M SKOHOMMYECKUM YCTPOM-
ctBOM  Poccwumckom — Peaepaumu,
CUCTEMATUHECKMM orpabaeHnem
LLeAbIX PEMMOHOB, MOAMUTUKOM MNpPEenaT-
CTBOBAHMA PA3BUTUIO, MpedoepeHLu-
AMMU  "HEPYCCKMM"”  HALMOHOABHBIM
pecnybAMKAOM 30 CYET PYCCKuX OO-
AQCTEN. Mbl XXMBEM B OTBPATUTEABHO
YCTPOEHHOM FOCYAQPCTBE, U HET HU-

where '[...] the “meftropolis” [...] is not
a country colonising other territories (as
was the case in Britain, Spain, Portugal,
etc.) but in itself a “power vertical”,
which considers even its own regions
as its colonies’. Reflecting on the history
of Russian colonialism, V. Shtepa con-
cludes that ‘[...] the arrogance of the
“metropolis” inrelatfion to the “colonies”
in present-day Russia is well preserved.
In the “federal” media (although they
have nothing to do with federalism be-
cause they are concentrated in the
capital of the metropolis), one can of-
ten come across such definitions of oth-
er regions as “provinces”, “periphery”,
etfc. In real federations elsewhere, such
as the United States and Germany, this
is absolutely inconceivable’ [3].

It makes sense that this is arousing
nationalist sentiments. Here is how Rus-
sian chauvinist philosopher K. Krylov
comments on the matter: ‘Such [au-
tfonomist] sentiments are fueled by the
beastly unfair territorial structure and
economic system of the Russian Fed-
erafion, systematic depredation of en-
fire regions, policies hindering devel-
opment, preferences to ‘non-Russian’
national republics at the expense of
oblasts inhabited by Russians. We are
living in a disgustingly ordered state,
and it is litle wonder that people are
ready to separate from it’ [4].

Therefore, that makes a typical So-
viet colonial remake.

There are several novelties though:
Among all the ‘equal’ peoples of
the Russian Federation, an even
more equal one has emerged, the
‘state-forming people’, whose lan-
guage is now the state language
throughout Russia [5]. It is, of course,
about ‘Russians’.

Unlike the USSR, the regional con-
fradictions of modern Russia do not
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Yyero yYAMBUTEABHOIO B TOM, HTO AIOAM
roToBbl OTA€AUTLCS OT Heroy [4].

OTKe, MAEMO TUMOBO PAAAHCHKMI
KOAOHIQABHWMM PUMENIK.

Xo4 € i KiAbKO HOBEA: Cepea YCix
(PIBHKMX» HAPOAIB Pocincbkol Peaepa-
Uil MOCTOB LLE PIBHILLUKMM — «rOCyAdp-
CTBOOOPA3YIOLLLMMY, MOBA GKOTO TENEP
€ AEPXXABHOIO HO TEepPUTOPIl BCIiET Pocii
[5]. laeTbC4, 3BICHO, MPO «PYCCKMXY.

Ha BiamiHy Bia CPCP perioHaAb-
Hi CcynepeyYyHoCTi cyvYacHoi Pocii He
30BXXAM 30irQ0OThCs 3 KOPAOHAMM HO-
LLIOHOABHMX YTBOPEHb Y il CKAOQAIL. AK-
LLEHT 3MILLLYETbCA HA TEPUTOPIAAbHI
QBTOHOMII TA IXHIO B3AEMOAIKD MiX
cobOot, A TAKOX MK HUMM i doeae-
POABHUM LLEeHTPOM. [lOPIBHIHO HO-
BOIO TEHAEHLLIED CTAAO MOXBABAEHHS
PENOHAAICTCBKMX «POCIMCbKMX» PYXIB.
Mo>XHa roBOPUTM MNPO  BIAHOBAEHHS
MNEBHOI MNPAKTMKKM ModaTky 90-x pOkiB
MMHYAOTO CTOAITTA. HUHI «Teputopi-
OAbHUM PETIOHAAI3M) BAQCHE POCin-
CbKMX TepuTopin Habupae obeprTis,
CTBOPIOKOYM KpeMAIO HOBI NpoBAemum.
MNOCUAIOETBCH CAMOIAEHTUADIKALLIS HEe
AMLLIE KHOLLMOHOAbHbIX OKPAMHY, OAE |
MEBHMX POCIMCbKMX TEPUTOPRIN.

(PEerOHaAMCTCKME ABMXKEHMS BbITAS-
AT HO AQHHOM 2Tane 6Goaee nep-
CMEKTUBHBIMM, YEM  HOALMOHOAbHbIE,
MOCKOAbKY PP — 3THmyeckn 6Goaee
OAHOPOAHAOS CTPAHA, Yem 6biA CCCP,
M  OCHOBHbIE MPOTUBOPEYMA MEXKAY
PEMMOHAMM HOCAT SKOHOMMHECKMM U
MPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIN XAPAKTEP), — HArO-
AOLLYE BIAOMMIM EKCMEPT 3 MUTAHb PETi-
OHOABHOI MOAITWKIM €BPa3ii NoA FTOBA [6].

MPWKAQAIB «PEFOHAABHOIO MNPOBY-
AXKEHHA | TAK 30AO0CUTb. | LLe HE TiAbKM
XaBapOoBCbK. 3HAYHO CEPMO3HILLIMMM
€ MPOLLECH, FKi 3a THUX YM IHLLUKMX OBCTO-
BUH MOKM HE BMXOASTb HO MOBEPXHIO.
3raAaMmo xo4 OM ABQ TOKI BEAMYE3HI
perioHun Pocii, gk Ypaa ta Cubip.

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

necessarily coincide with the borders
of the national formations within it. The
emphasis is shifting to territorial auton-
omies and their interaction with each
other as well as between them and
the federal centre. A relatively new
frend was the revival of regionalist
‘Russian’ movements, which is arguo-
bly a resumption of certain practices
of the early 1990s. Today, the ‘territorial
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regionalism’ of Russia’s own ferritories
is gaining momentum, creating new
problems for the Kremlin. Self-iden-
fification is on the rise not only in the
‘national outskirts’ but also in certain
Russian territories.

According fo P. Goble, a well-
known expert on Eurasian regional pol-
icy, ‘Regionalist movements look more
promising at this stage than national
ones because Russia is an ethnically
more homogeneous country than the
USSR, and the main contradictions be-
tween the regions are economic and
spatial in nature [4].

There are abundant examples of ‘re-
gional awakening'. And that is not just
Khabarovsk. Much more serious are the
processes that, due to certain circum-
stances, have not yet surfaced. Let us
recall at least two such huge regions of
Russia as Ural and Siberia.

In the words of Russian journalist
Ksenia Kirilova, ‘Separatist tendencies
in Ural are not as strong as, say, in Si-
beria, but the level of discontent with

The Disintegration of Russia: Threat or Opportunity? 39



Boroanmump OTPM3KO

«CenapaTtucTCckMe TEeHAEHUMU Ha
YpaAe He TAK CUAbHbI, KOK, AOMYCTUM,
B Crburpm, OAHAKO YPOBEHb HEAOBOAb-
CTBO MOAMTUKOM LLEHTPAABHBIX BAQCTEM
3AECb TPOAMLMOHHO BbICOKY, — MULLIE
pocincbka XypHaaictka KceHis Kupm-
AOBQ. Llen perioH, a HOATO EKAaTepmH-
Oypr, mae AOCBiA 60OpPOTEOUM 30 ABTO-
HOMIIO, O MPOTECTHI HACTPOI «ACKE B
HOCTOdLLLEE BpPEMS 3Q4ACTYIO Mnepe-
KAMKQIOTCS C  He3aObITbIMKM  UAEAMM
HE3ABUMCMMOCTM OT MocCksbl). Bapto
3a3HAYMTH, WO 1993 poky 83% >xute-
AiB CBEPAAOBCHKOI OBAQCTI, fKi OpaAmM
YYQCTb B OMMUTYBAHHI, BUCAOBUAM AYMKY
30 3HOYHE 30iAbLLEHHS MOBHOBAXKEHb
perioHy. Toro X poky OyAO MPUMHETO
KoHCcTUTyLIlO YpaAbCbkoT PecrnyBAiku.

O4eBMAHO, ICTOPIA 3 «ABTOHOMI3O-
uicton YpAaAy LLUBMAKO 30BEPLUMAACS
PO3MYyCKOM UI€l pecnybaikm. [NpoTe
HOA3BMYOMHO MOKA30BOKD 3 OTASAY HA
Le 6yaa motmeauia Kpemas. B otouen-
Hi bopuca €AbUMHAO, FKOMY, A0 pevi,
HOAEXUTb BiAOMO  dppasa:  «bepitb
CTIAbKM CYBEPEHITETY, CKIAbBKM MOXETE
MPOKOBTHYTM), BBAXKAAM, LLLO «OBpeTe-
Hue OOAQCTbIO C MPEMMYLLLECTBEHHO
PYCCKMM HACEAEHMEM  PEeCnyOAU-
KOHCKOrO CTATYCO SBASETCS LLATOM K
pacnaay Poccumy [7].

MPO  PEAABHICTb  «YPAABCKOCTMY
MULLIE POCIMCBKMIA PEFIOHAAICT 1. Ay3iH,
OOrPYHTOBYIOHM CBil1 BUCHOBOK ICTOPMY-
HUMM, EKOHOMIMHUMM N KYABTYPHUMM
OCOBOAMBOCTIMM LLbOTO PETIOHY: «EAMH-
CTBO YPOAQ COOPMMPOBAAOCH TAKXKE
KOAOHWMOABHOM MOAMTUMKOM MOCKBbI B
OTHOLLIEHMM 3TOTO BOABLLIOTO PErMOHa
[...] 310 BOOOLLE NAPAAOKC KOAOHMO-
AM3MA, KOFTAQ MPEACTOBAEHME XXUTEAEN
KOAOHMM OO X COBCTBEHHOM €AMHCTBE
nepeA AMLLOM METPOMOAMKM COOPMMPY-
€TC CAMOM METPOMOAMEI) [8].

He MeHLL NOKA30BMAMM € ABTOHOMI-
cTcbKi Tpaamuii Cubipy (B pOCIiMCbkix

the policy of the central authorities
here is traditionally high'. This region,
and especially Yekaterinburg, has ex-
perience in the struggle for autonomy,
and protest sentiments ‘even now of-
ten resonate with the unforgotten ide-
as of independence from Moscow'. It
is worth recalling that 83 percent of re-
spondents from Sverdlovsk region were
in favour of a significant increase in the
powers of the local authorities in 1993,
the same year when the constitution
of the Ural Republic was adopted.

As could be expected, the history of
‘autonomisation’ in Ural quickly ended
with the dissolutfion of the republic. But
the Kremlin's motivation in this case
was extremely telling. The entourage

EXATEPHMHEYPT

o 17 ABIYCTA. 15:00

of Yeltsin, who, by the way, famously
said ‘fake as much sovereignty as you
can swallow’, believed that ‘if an area
with a predominantly Russian popula-
fion was to gain republican status, that
would be a step towards the disinte-
gratfion of Russia’ [7].

Russian regionalist P. Luzin writes
about the reality of ‘Uralism’, substanti-
ating his conclusion with the historical,
economic, and cultural peculiarities of
this region, ‘The unity of Ural was also
shaped by Moscow's colonial policy
tfowards this large region [...] This is, in
fact, a paradox of colonialism, when
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AKEPEAAX — (OBAACTHMYECTBON). CBO-
M KOPIHHIM BOHM CArQioTb AQAEKOTO
XVII CTOAITTS, XO4 OiAbLL-MEHLU HiTKO
iAET  OKPEMILLHOCTI  COPOPMYBAAMCH
B cepeanHi XIX CTOAITTA. Y iXHiM OCHO-
Bi AEXXAAM ABCQ MOCTyAQTU: ) Cubip €
EKOHOMIYHOIO | MOAITUYHOIO KOAOHIEKD
Pocii; 6) cmnbipgakm — OKpeMMM iCTopm-
KO-eTHOTPAMINHMIKM TUM POCIFH aBo X
HOBITb LAQ HaUia [?]. Xo4a nparHeH-
H9 CUOIPAKIB AO MEBHOI QBTOHOMII B
mexax Pocii He ByAO PEAAI3OBAHO Hi
1905 poKy, Hi BNPOAOBX POCIMCHKOI
rPOMAAIHCHKOI BiMHM 1917-1923 pp., Hi
B MepLui poku nicas po3saay CPCP, ui
HACTPOI € MOMYAAPHUMM AOHUHI.

9Ki > TOAOBHI MPUYMHKU CUBIPCBKOro
cenapatmMamye PocincbkMit  icTOpmK
OnaekcaHap CyLLKO BUOKPEMAIOE TAKI:

1. — (HECNPABEAAMBOE pPACNpPEAE-
AEHME AOXOAOB OT SKCTMAYATALMM MPU-
POAHbIX BOraTCTB Mexay MOCKBOM
permoHamm Cubmpmy;

2. — (NOAUTMKA dOEeAEPAAbHbIX
BaacTem [...] 3oaoTas Opaa y Pycwu
3abupana 10%;

3. — 1 3TO HA3bIBAAOCH TATAPCKMM
Mrom. A KOK HO3BATb, KOTAQ 3a6mpa-
o1 70%2y;

4, — (KYAbTYPHOS MAEHTMYHOCTb
MECTHOIO HACEeAEHUS. HekoTopblE XXU-
Tear Cubumpm cumtatot cebs B MEPBYIO
ovepeab ‘cubupgakamm”, a He “poc-
CUFHOMU” UAK “pyCCKUMM”. CHUBMPSIK
4yBCTBYET CEDS XXUTEAEM KOAOHMM [...]»;

5. — «paboTy M3-3a pydexxa, HaNpPAaB-
AEHHYIO HO pacyaeHeHne Poccrm [10].

3AAULLMO BE3 KOMEHTAPIB OCTAHHIM
MYHKT LMX BUCHOBKIB SK CYTO TEOPETMY-
HWM, A€ TIAHUM YBAMM, A OT MOMNEPEAHI
CBIAYATb MPO NEBHUM BUOYxoHebe3ney-
HUM MOTEHLLAA AAR eaHoOCTI Pocii. 3a
PI3HUMM OLLIHKaMM, NoHaa 20% Hace-
AEHHA CUBipy NiATPMMYIOTH iael aBo aB-
TOHOMI3aLji, B0 HAOBITb HE3AAEXHOIO
PO3BMTKY LLbOTO perioHy [11].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

the colonists’ perception of their own
unity in the face of the metropolis is
formed by the metropole itself’ [8].

No less emblematic are the au-
tonomist traditions of Siberia (still re-
ferred to as oblastnichestvo in Russian
sources). They date as far back as 17t
centfury, but more or less clearly the
ideas of separation took shape in the
mid-19™ century. They were based on
two tenets: a) Siberia is an economic
and political colony of Russia, and b)
Siberians are a separate historical and
ethnographic type of Russians or even
a separate nation [?]. Although the as-
pirations of Siberians for a certain au-
tfonomy within Russia were not realised
in 1905, during the Russian Civil War of
1917-1923, and in the first years after
the collapse of the USSR, these senti-
ments remain popular up to this day.

What are the main causes of Sibe-
rian separatism? Russian historian Alex-
ander Sushko mentions the following:

1. ‘unfair distribution of income re-
ceived from the exploitation of natural
resources between Moscow and the
regions of Siberia’;

2. '‘policy of the federal authorities
[...] The Golden Horde took 10 percent
from Russia and it was called the Tatar
yoke. And what do you o call it when
70 percent is taken away?2’;

3. ‘cultural identity of the local pop-
ulation. Some residents of Siberia con-
sider themselves primarily “Siberians”
and not rossiyanye (Russian citizens) or
russkiye (People of Russian origin). Sibe-
rians feel like residents of a colony [...]";

4. ‘work from abroad aimed af the
dissolution of Russia’ [10].

For now, let us leave without com-
ment the last point of these conclusions
as being purely theoretical but worthy
of aftention. The ones preceding it,
however, testify to a certain explosive
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A Wwo Take Cubip 3 EKOHOMIMHOTO
norasaye Lle 50% pocincbkoro Groaxe-
Ty | 75% ekcnopty, 100% BUPOBHMLITBA
OAOBQ, HIKEAIO, MAQTUHM, 75% — HOCDTH,
85% — 30n0T1q, 90% — rasy. Ao TOro X HaA
TEPUTOPII MOKM LLLO YABHOI CUBIpPCHKOT
pPeCnyBAIKM MPOXMBAE YUMAAO PI3HMX
HOPOAIB, KPIM BAACHE POCIMCBKOrO:

AKYTU, TYBMHLL, XOKQACHK, AATAMLL, LLIOPLL,
AOATQHM, OYPSTU, E€BEHKM, EBEHM, HO-
HOMLL, YABI, YAErEMLL, HEHLL, 4yKYi, CeAb-
Kymu, KOPSKM, XOHTKU, €CKIMOCK TOLLLO. |
HEBIAOMO, §KY dOOPMY HALLIOHOABHO-
rO CAOMOBM3HAYEHHS BOHM © 0BpaAm B
3PYHHMIA MOAITUYHUIA MOMEHT [12].

AHOAI3yIO4M  icTOpilo  cUBIPCbKO-
ro HAWIOHOABMY, A. CYLLKO AOXOAMTb
LLIKOBOrO  BMCHOBKY:  «lOAUTUHECKME
3ATYXAHUA CUBUPCKOTO  HALMOHOAM3-
MO BCETAQ OblAM CBA3AHbI C YKpErnAe-
HMem rocyaapctea B Poccumn [10]. A
KM MIACYMOK MOXXHO ByAe MiaBECTH,
AKLLO LS AEPXXABO CTOABATUME AEAEAI
CAQBLLUOK, HEeCTABIAbHILLIOIO | MEHLU
KEPOBAHOKO? TAKMIM PO3BUTOK TMOAIM,
OE3CYMHIBHO, MPU3BEAE AO MOCUAEHHS
CEeNApPATUCTCbKMX HAOCTPOIB, | HE TiIAbKM
B CUbipy. He 3a6yBaMMO Npo AQAEKMM
Cxia (oCTaHHI MoAjll B XOOAPOBCHKY €
HOOYHUM MIATBEPAXKEHHAM LOTO) M,
HAMPUWKAOA, KOAIHIHIPAACBKY OOAQCTb.

BeAbMM  (LLIANKO3AKMACTEABCKMAMY
OyAO © He 3BOXKATM HA HAUIOHOAbHI
acnektu. MNonpm dAKTUYHY POCIMCbKY
MOHOBIABLLICTb, TAKMMM CYD'EKTAMM,

potential dangerous for Russia’s unity.
According to various estimates, more
than 20 percent of the population in
Siberia supports the ideas of either au-
fonomy or even independent devel-
opment of the region [11].

And what is Siberia economically? It
accounts for 50 percent of the Russian
budget, 75 percent of Russian exports,
100 percent of tin, nickel, and platinum,
75 percent of oil, 85 percent of gold,
and 90 percent of gas. At the same
time, the so far imaginary Siberian Re-
public is inhabited by a large number
of peoples other than Russians, includ-
ing Yakuts, Tuvans, Khakass, Altai, Shors,
Dolgans, Buryats, Evenks, Evens, Nanai,
Ulchi, Udege, Nenets, Chukchi, Selkups,
Koryaks, Khanty, Eskimos, etc. It remains
unknown what form of national self-de-
termination they would choose at a
convenient political moment [12].

Analysing the history of Siberian na-
fionalism, A. Sushko draws an inferest-
ing conclusion: ‘Political attenuation of
Siberian nationalism has always been
associated with the strengthening of
the state in Russia’ [10]. What conclu-
sion could be drawn if the Russian state
becomes weaker, more unstable, and
increasingly less manageable? Such a
development will undoubtedly bolster
separatist sentfiments and not only in
Siberia. Other regions to keep in mind
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aKk TarapcrtaH, bawkopTtocTtaH, Kaskas
TOLLLO HE MOXHQO TAK AETKO HEXTYBATH.
Pi4 HGBITb HE B TiM, LLLO KOTPMMCH i3 LMX
PETIOHIB PANTOM MPOrOAOCUTbL CBOE
OAXKAHHS BUMTU 3i CKACAY PoOCHi. MuTtaH-
HS B IHLLIOAAY: SKMM MOAITUYHMI BUDYX LLe
CMPOBOKYE B ABTOHOMICTCbKM HOAQLLI-
TOBOHMX POCIMCBKMX PETIOHOX?

MoxXHa npuNyCcTMTK, WO MNeBHA
KOMOBIHALLIA BHYTPILLHbO- i 30BHILLHbO-
MOAITMYHUX  YMHHMKIB, 9Ki MPU3BEAYTb
AO MOCAQBAEHHS ABO HABITb HECMPO-
MOXHOCTI  OEAEPAABHOTO  LLEHTPY
€dOEKTMBHO YMPABAATH, 3YMOBUTHL Pi3-
KM CNAECK CENAPATU3IMY, M MOCTAHE
OYEBMAHQC 3ArpOo3a AAS LiAicHOCTI Pocii.

Y4 HEe €AMHMM LLIGHCOM YTPUMATH
E€AHICTb KPdiHM POCIMCbKi ekcnepTH
BBODKQIKOTb «CMPABXHIM dOeAEPAAIZMY,
TOBTO MOBYAOBY BIAHOCUH MiXK CyB'ek-
TaOMM doeaepalii HO AOTOBIPHMX 3Q-
COAQX | AEAEryBAHHS BM3HAYEHOMY
cyB’'ekTamm dpoeaepdallii LLEHTPY HiTKO
OKPECAEHMX MOBHOBOXKEHb.

M. Ay3iH, 9KOro $ BXE LMTYBAOB,
MPOMOHYE: «Bo-NepBbiX, BCe CcyLle-
cTBylowme 83 permoHa AOAXHbI OGbiTb
ypaBHeHbI B cTatyce. Hau6oaee 6es-
OGOAE3HEHHO 3TO MOXHO CAEAdTD,
npeBpATUB Kpas, o6AACTM U QBTO-
HOMHbIE OKpPYrad B pecnyGAMKU B MX
HbIHELWHUX rpaHuuaxy. No-apyre, 30-
3HOYAE, WO MNOTPIBHO pedbopMyBATH
MNOAQTKOBY CUCTEMY, AAS TOrO LLLOO
PEFOHM MOTAM PO3MNOPIAXKATUCS CBOI-
MM dpiHaHcamM [13]. «kAOBPOBOAbHbBIN,
PABHOMPABHbIMA U BAAMMOUHTEPECHbIN
MEXPErMOHAAbHbIM AOrOBOPY, KM €
«aB6COAIOTHOW MPOTUBOMOAOXHOCTbIO
MMNEepUn, KOTopas CTPOUTCSH HA CTO-
AMMHOM TUNEPLLEHTPAAUZME)N, — EAM-
HUM BUXiA i3 TENEPILLHBLOI Be3nepcnek-
TMBHOI | MO CYTi KOAOHIOABHOI CUCTEMM
YMPABAIHHS, 9ku yBadae B. Ltena [1].

O4EeBMAHO, LLLO TAKI NiaXoaM KpemAb
BIAKMACQE. XO4O CAME BiH 3BMHYBAYYE

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

are the Far East (as clearly confirmed
by recent events in Khabarovsk) or, for
example, Kaliningrad oblast.

Disregard for national aspects
would also be carelessly presumptu-
ous. Despite the virtual Russian major-
ity, the factors of Tatarstan, Bashkorto-
stan, the Caucasus, etc. cannot be so
easily neglected. The point is not even
that any of these regions will sudden-
ly declare their desire to leave Russia.
The real question is what kind of polit-
ical explosion this will provoke in the
autonomous-minded Russian regions.

It can be assumed that a certain
combination of domestic and foreign
policy factors, which will lead to the
weakening or even inability of the fed-
eral centre to exercise effective gov-
ernance will entail a sudden spike in
separafism and an obvious threat fo
Russia’s integrity.

Russian experts believe that ‘true fed-
erclism’, i.e. building relations between
federal entities on a contractual basis
and delegating fo the federal centre
clear-cut powers determined by federal
entities, may well be the only chance to
preserve the country’s unity.

Already mentioned P. Luzin suggests
that, ‘First, all the existing 83 regions

ickasa Pepepanu
THOpPbMa HapO/I0B
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YBECH CBIT Y «pyCcOdOObBCTBI», «B AEM-
CTBUTEABHOCTM XE COMOM PyCcCodrob-
CKOM SBASETCH AMKTATYPA MOCKOBC-
Koro Kpemas, KoTopas He MO3BOAdET
CBOBOAHO PA3BMBATLCH BCEM PYCCKMM
PEMMOHAMY, — 3a3Ha4aE doiAocodD i
pocincbkmn perioHaaict Ceprin Kop-
HEB. laeTbCd MPO Te, OB 3AAULLIMTUK
«70 permMoHoB C NPEOBACAQHUEM PYC-
CKOFO HOCEAEHUS B POAM KYAbTYPHbIX
KOAOHMM MOCKBbI». «AAENTBI MOCKO-
BMM 3QAQIOT YAMBAEHHbIM BOMpPOC: “A

3a4emM HOM HyXHO eLue 70 pyCcCcKmx
npoekToB, 70 HOBbIX PYCCKMUX KYAbTYP?
Pa3Bse HEAOCTATOYHO HbIHELLIHETO MY-
3e8 BOCKOBbIX churype” [...] PakTmye-
CKM, BTOT BOMPOC 3BYYMT TAK: “3ayem
BAM, CYBEPEHHbLIM PEMMOHAM, ObITh
BoobLue? BaLua poOAb — MOCTOBAATH
HAOM pEeCypChl M CBEXYIO KPOBb. B ka-
yecTBe MOAHOLEHHbIX CyObEKTOB MCTO-
pHm BAC He HY>KHO, Bbl HOM ByaeTe me-
LLIATb, Bbl OTOABMHETE HAC B CTOPOHY”
[14]. 9K 303HOYAE BIAOMMM EKOHOMICT
BAGAMCAQB |HO3EMLLEB, (HETOTOBHOCTb
SAUT MPUHATb LLEHHOCTM DEAEPAAMS-
MQ CTAAQ UCTOPMYECKM M AOTUHECKM
NepBOM PYHAQMEHTAABHOM MPUHNHOM
BO3POXAEHUA POCCUMCKOM UMMEP-
CKOM CTpYKTYpb» [3].

MNpobAema, OAHAK, HE TiIAbKM B CO-
MOMy Kpemai. MpUBAM3HO TAKY X (LLEH-
TPAAICTCbKY MO3MLIION  MATPUMYIOTH |
NPEACTABHUKM (AIBEPAABHOM OMO3MLLT,

should be equalised in status. This can be
done most painlessly by turning regions,
oblasts, and autonomous districts into re-
publics within their current borders’, Sec-
ondly, he notes that is necessary that the
tax system be reformed so that the re-
gions can manage their budgets [13]. V.
Shtepainsists that the only way out of the
current hopeless and essentially colonial
system of governmentis a ‘[...] voluntary,
equal, and mutudlly interesting interre-
gional agreement’, which is ‘the absolute
opposite of the empire based on the hy-
percentral role of the capital city [1].

It is clear that such approaches are
rejected by the Kremlin. It accuses the
whole world of ‘Russophobia’, but, as
philosopher and Russian regionalist
Sergey Kornev puts it, ‘In fact, the most
Russophobic is the dictatorship of the
Muscovite Kremlin, which prevents all
Russian regions from developing freely’.
The point, he continues, is to leave ‘70
regions with predominantly Russian pop-
ulation in the role of cultural colonies of
Moscow’. ‘Astonished, adherents of Mus-
covy ask a question: “Why do we need
another 70 Russian projects, 70 new Rus-
sian cultures? Isn't the current museum
of wax figures enough?” [...] In fact, the
question is: "Why should you, the sover-
eign regions, exist at alle Your role is to
supply us with resources and fresh blood.
As full-fledged agents of history, you are
not needed, you will hinder us, you will
push us "' [14]. As well-known economist
V. Inozemtsev notes, ‘the reluctance of
elites to accept the values of federalism
has been historically and logically the first
fundamental reason for the revival of the
Russian imperial structure’ [3].

The problem, however, is not just in
the Kremlin itself. Approximately the
same ‘centrist position’ is endorsed by
representatives of the ‘liberal’ opposi-
tfion, which infuriates opponents in the
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LLLO BUKAMKAE OBYPEHHS OMOHEHTIB Y
perioHax. BOHW CNpPABEAAMBO HAMOAS-
rAOTh, LLLO «AIBEPAAM) MAIOTb MEPEMTH
AO dDEAEPTAICTCHKOTO MUCAEHHS, TOB-
TO BU3HOHHS (30 KODKABIM PETMOHOM E€r0
MOAUTHMHECKOM CYObEKTHOCTU U CTPEM-
AEHME K YCTAHOBAEHMIO PABHOMPABHbIX
AOTOBOPHbIX OTHOLLIEHMIMY [15].

BeAbMIM HEOHIKYBAHMMM € MIPDKYBOH-
HS AEIKMX PETIOHAAICTIB LLIOAO CTOAMLL
MAMBYTHLOI doeaepalii. barato pociaH
BUCAOBAIOIOTb  AYMKM  MPOTU  MOCKBM.
«lo4yemy pPOCCHIHE BO MHOXECTBE
HEHOBMAAT CBOK CTOAMLLY2» — 3QMUTYE
POCIMCbKMIM COLLIOAOT |. EMAMAH. | BiaATO-
BIACE: (HeAb3s MPeACTABUT, YTOObI HEM-
LLbl HEHABMAEAW BEPAMH, QHrAMHaHE —
AOHAOH, dopaHLLy3bl — MapmX um T.A. HO
MOASKM MAM HEXM, KOHEYHO, HEHABMAEAM
CTOAMLLY TPETbETO PEMXA, MHAYCbI — CTO-
AMLLY BPUTAHCKOM MMNEPUM, AAXKMP-
bl — CTOAMLYY MMMEPCKOMN PpaHLMM.
MHO>XXeCTBO POCCHSIH, BHE 3ABMCUAMOC-
™ OT HAUMOHOABHOCTM, BOCMPUHMMA-
tOT MOCKBY KOK MMMNEPCKYID CTOAMLLY,
a cebqa KAK >XXUTEAEM KOAOHWMOABHBIX,
30BMCHMBIX TEPPUTOPKMM. TOABKO ITUM
MOXHO OOBICHUTb HEHABMCTb K MOCKBE
B [DOCCUMCKMX permoHaxy [16].

KareropuiHo npotv 306epexeHHs 3a
MoCKBOKO CPYHKLLIM OHOBAEHOI oeAepa-
uii B. Ltena: «MOCKBA — 3TO KOHLLEHTOAT
MMIMEPCKMX CMBICAOB M CMMBOAOB, OT
CpEeAHEBEKOBOIO “Tpetbero Puma” Ao
COBETCKMX 3BE3A HOA Kpemaem. NosTo-
My B6e3 NepeHOCa CTOAULBI M3 MOCKBbI
Poccus NpoCTo He CMOXET M3OABUTL-
Cq OT MMMEPCKOM MEHTAAbHOCTM [15].
«[...] HMKaKME dOeAEePATUBHBIE MAM KOH-
doeaepaTvBHblE AOTOBOPBI B Poccuu B
MNPUHUMNE HEBO3MOXHbI, MOKA €€ CTOo-
AMLLO OCTaEeTCq B Mocksey [1].

HaBitb HAOAMXeHU A0 Kpemad
CKOHAQABHMM  POCIMCBKMU  OAIrQpPX
OAer Aepunacka BUCAOBUB AYMKY 3d
nepeHeceHHs cToAuui Ao Cubipy [17].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

regions. They rightfully insist that the ‘lib-
erals’ must move to federalist thinking,
i.e. recognise ‘each region's political
identity and the aspiration to establish
equal confractual relations’ [15].
Opinions of some regionalists about
the capital of the future federation are
most unexpected. Many Russians speak
out against Moscow. ‘Why do many Rus-
sians hate their capital2’ Russian sociol-
ogist I. Eidman asks, answering his own
question: ‘It is impossible to imagine that
the Germans hate Berlin, the British loathe
London, the French despise Paris, etc. But
the Poles or the Czechs, of course, hated
the capital of the Third Reich, the Hindus
hated the capital of the British Empire,
and the Algerians hated the capital of
imperial France. Many Russians, regard-
less of nationality, perceive Moscow as
an imperial capital and see themselves
as residents of colonial, dependent ter-
ritories. Only this can explain the hatred
towards Moscow in Russian regions’ [16].
V. Shtepa is vehemently against pre-
serving the functions of Moscow in a re-
newed federation: ‘Moscow is a concen-
frate of imperial meanings and symbols,
from the medieval “third Rome” to the
Soviet stars over the Kremlin. Therefore,

without moving the capital away from
Moscow, Russia simply will not be able fo
getrid of the imperial mentality [15]. ‘[...]
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A TOAOBO HArASAOBOI pOAM [HCTUTYTY
AEMOTPAIi, MirpaLii T PENIOHAABHO-
ro po3suTtky KOpii KpynHoB npsmo 3a-
BMB, LLLO ((HbIHELUHUI FACBHbIN FOPOA
Poccun onycTblHUBAET BCKO OCTOAb-
HYIO TEPPUTOPUIO CTPAHbIN. BiH HO3-
BAB LLE MMUTAHHSAM BMXMBAHHS Pocii [18].

lMpoTe He BCi B POCIi TAK AYMQOIOTb,
60 HacamnepeA Yepes MNOAITUYHMM
Kypc Kpemas He ©a4aTb MPAKTUYHMX
MOXAMBOCTEM AO KAPAMHOABHUX 3MIH.
TOMY AOXOASATb BMCHOBKY, LLLO B OCHXK-
HiM MEepPCneKTMBi Y BIAHOCHMHAX MIX
(METPOMOAIEION | KOAOHIAMM) HIYOTrO
HE 3MIHUTLCS. 30KPEMA, OTAIAQY PO-
cincbekoro «Forbesy Makcrm Aptem’es
KOHCTATYE: «AyMaeTcs, B 0003pMMOM
NepcneKkTmee UMBUAM3ALLUMOHHBIM PO-
CKOA MEXAY MOCKBOM M OCTOAbHOM
Poccuen octaHetca. M 0 4em CAeAo-
BAAO Obl MOAYMATb, TAOK 3TO O TOM, KAK
HE AOMYCTUTb €ro YBEAMYEeHMan [19].

OTXe, L0 MAEMO B MIACYMKY?

1. uPeaepaTuBHicTb) Pocii € dik-
uiero. Hacnpasai Le KpaAHA 3 XOp-
CTKO LLEHTPAAI3OBAHOK CUCTEMOIO
YMPABAIHHS.

2. OiUiiHO 3aKpPINA€HO HepiBHICTb
perioHiB Pocii, a TAKOX «HALLOHOAbHY
TRILLMHY» Y COOPMI BUBMLLIEHHS «PYC-
CKMX») MOPIBHAHO AO IHLLIMX HOPOAIB POCI.

3. PerioHun cnpumnmaioTb MockBy 1K
(MeTponoAilon, a cebe — K (KOAOHII.

4. B Pocii noCUAIOIOTbCS ABTOHOMI-
CTCbKi HACTPOI. HaMBIAbLLIE LIE BIAYYT-
HO Ha YpaAi, B Cnbipy, HO AQAEKOMY
Cxoai Ta B KOAIHIHIPOACHKiIM OBAQCTI.

5. Tonpu HEYUCAEHHICTb «IHOPOA-
LLiB» MOPIBHAHO 3 KPYCCKMM) HACe-
AEHHIM, HOWIOHAAbHUI YMHHUK (Ta-
TapcTaH, bawkopTtocTaH, Kaskas
Tow,0) BiAirpaBaTMME He OCTAHHIO
POAb Yy BHYTPIWWHbOMOAITUMHOMY
XuTTi Pocii i moxe ctati AeToHa-
TOPOM ACQHLLIOTOBOI PEAKLL B POCiM-
CbKMX PerioHax.

federal or confederate agreements in
Russia are impossible by definition as long
as its capital remains in Moscow’ [1].

Even infamous Russian oligarch Oleg
Deripaska, who is close to the Kremlin,
has called for moving the capital to Sibe-
ria [17]. In turn, Yuriy Krupnov, Chairman
of the Supervisory Board of the Institute
for Demography, Migration, and Region-
al Development, has directly stated that
‘Russia’s current capital is laying waste
to the rest of the country’ and called it a
matter of Russia’s survival [18].

By far not everyone in Russia shares
this view because they do not see practi-
cal opportunities for radical change due
to, first of all, the Kremlin's political course.
Thus, they come to the conclusion that
in the foreseeable future nothing will
change in relations between the ‘metro-
pole’ and ‘colonies’. For instance, ac-
cording to Maxim Arfemyev, a column-
ist of Forbes Russia, ‘It seems that in the
foreseeable future the civilisational split
between Moscow and the rest of Russia
will not disappear. What we should think
about is how to prevent its widening' [19].

So what do we have in the end?

1. Russia’s ‘federalism’ is a fiction. In
redlity, Russia is a country with a highly
centralised system of government.

2. The inequality of Russian regions is
formally enshrined along with the ‘no-
fional rift’ in the form of the elevation of
the ‘Russians’ in comparison with other
peoples of Russia.

3. The regions perceive Moscow as a
‘meiropole’ and feel themselves as ‘col-
onies’.

4. In Russia, autonomist sentiments are
on the rise. This is most felt in Ural, Siberia,
the Far East, and Kaliningrad region.

5. Despite the small number of ‘for-
eigners’ compared to the ‘Russian’ pop-
ulation, the national factor (Tatarstan,
Bashkortostan, the Caucasus, etc.) will
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6. HaKAGAQHHA PErioHAAbHUX Cy-
nepe4yHocTed HA ACUMIAITOPCLKY
NOoAITUKY KpemAsa Wo0AO0 KOPiHHMX Ha-
poaiB Pocii 30 NeBHMX MOAITMYHKMX OO-
CTGABMH 3YMOBMTb Pi3Ke€ NMOCAABGAEHHS
KEePOBAHOCTI KpdiHOlo.

TepUTOpPiaAbHO-HALLIOHAABHUA PO3-
AOM, skui1 ByB, € | Byae AXIAAECOBOIO
n'atoto PoOcCii, Ma€ BCi LLUAHCK 3HOBY
CTATU AEP>KABORYMHIBHOIO MPIPBOIO.

FOAOBHUM HYMHHMKOM, SKMM MOXKE
CMPOBOKYBATU KOAQMC Pocii, € He-
CMPOMOXHICTb MOCKBM €dOEKTMBHO
KEPYBATU perioHammM. TIACTOBOKO AAS
LLbOrO, HAMIMOBIPHILLE, CTAHE KOMOI-
HAOLLS ABOX BMMOAKIB: Q) PIi3KOro norip-
LLIEHHS €KOHOMIYHOI CUTYaLLii B KPQiHi
TA MOB'930HOTO 3 LIMUM HEBAOBOAEHHS
HOCEeAEeHHs B perioHax; 6) NOCUAEHHS
E€KOHOMIYHOTO i BIMCbKOBO-MOAITMYHOTO
TMCKy 3axoay Ha Kpemab.

A NMoku Lo Pocis AocCi € imnepieto,
3LLUMTOIO  XKOPCTKUM  LLEHTPAAIBMOM.
«Poccuio cBA3bIBAET BOEAUHO TOAbKO
LLeHTPAAM3OBAHHOE HACHUAMUE, KOAIO-
Yyas NPOBOAOKA AArepen U MbITOYHbIe
HAPYYHUKHUY, — AOXOAMTb HEBTILLHOIO
BUCHOBKY Irop EnMaman [16].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

have an important role to play in Russia’s
domestic political life and may set off a
chain reaction in Russian regions.

6. The overlapping of regional con-
fradictions and the Kremlin's assimilation
policy towards Russia’s indigenous peo-
ples will, under certain political circum-
stances, result in an abrupt weakening of
the country’s governability.

The territorial and national rift, which
was, is, and will remain the Achilles heel
of Russia, has every chance to turn into
an abyss, destructive for the state.

The main factor that could spark
the collapse of Russia will be Moscow’s
inability fo govern the regions effective-
ly. The reasons for this are likely to be a
combination of two factors: a) sharp
deterioration of the economic situation
in the country and related popular dis-
satisfaction in the regions; b) increased
economic and politico-military pressure
of the West on the Kremlin.

For now, Russia remains what it is:
an empire sewn together by rigid cen-
fralism. As |. Eidman puts it, ‘Russia is
bound together only by centralised
violence, barbed wire camps, and tor-
ture handcuffs [14].
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4. EKOHOMIHHA
BE3BUXIADb

OTO He LEeHbI BbICOKME,
3TO Mbl HULLIME, T-H [1PE3UAEHT.

OaekcaHap lopHum, 6aorep [1]

MoAiTMYHI nepcnekTmem Pocii 6esno-
CEPEAHbO 3AAEXKATH BiA il EKOHOMIYHO-
rO 3A0POB'S. AX HisK HE MPETEHAYIOHM
HA BCEBIYHMI AHAAI3 CTOHY EKOHOMIKM
PocCii (LLe TeMa HaBITb HE OKPEMOI CTAT-
Ti, @ YHAQMEHTAABHOIO OKAAEMIYHO-
rO AOCAIAXKEHHS), BUOKPEMAID AMLLE
AESKI, HO MOIO AYMKY, BODKAMBI ACMEK-
T, LLO B MAMOYTHbOMY BMAMBATUMYTb
HO CUTYQLLIIO K Y CAMIN AEPXKABI, TOK i
Ha i MiCLLE Y CBITOBIM EKOHOMILLI.

Ha 4yomy CTOITb CYHOCHO EKOHOMIKA
Pocii? BianoBiAb BIAOMA — HO €KCropTi
CUPOBUHN. MAETBCS 3AEBIABLLIOTO MPO
HadoTy i ra3. Came HA MIACTABI LbOro
AMEPUKAHCbKMIM CceHaTop AXOH Mak-
KEWH Ha3BAB Pocilo «KpdiHo-OeH30-
KOAOHKOIO). Bia €KCnopTy BYrAEBOAHIB
Pocia oTpumye AEBOBY HACTKY CBOIX
BAAIOTHMX HOAXOAXKEHb. FKi XX OKPECAIO-
IOTbCA TEHAEHLLiS

Hadta. O6car BUMAOBYTKY HADTH
i Ta30BOro KoHaeHcaTty B Pocii 2020
POKY CKOPOTMBCS HA 8,6% MOPIBHIHO 3
2019 pOKOM TO CKAOB 512,68 MAH TOHH.
LLlen MOKQ3HMK CTAB MIHIMOABHMM 30
OCTOHHI AEB'9Tb POKIB i HOBAM3MBCSH AO
AECITUPIYHOTO MiHIMYMY: 2010 poky
BiH AOPIBHIOBAB 512,3 MAH TOHH. Boa-
HOYaC eKkcnopT HAJOTM 3a 11 micauis
2020 poKy 3meHLUmBCS HaO 11% — AO
220,241 MAPA TOHH. A OTXE, 1 AOXOAM
BiA €KCMOoPTY HAJDTM TAKOX YMAAM: 3
AQHUMU PEAEPAABHOI MUTHOI CAYX-
©u, 3a cideHb — ancTonaa 2020 poky
BOHM CKOPOTUAMCSH HA 40,9% Yy pidHO-
MY 3ICTOBAEHHI i CTAQHOBMAM 66,391
MAPA AOA. CLUA [2].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

4. ECONOMIC IMPASSE

Itis not the prices that are high, it is
us who are beggars, Mr President.

—Alexander Gorny,
a blogger [1]

Russia’s political prospects are di-
rectly dependent on its economic
health. Claiming no comprehensive
analysis of the state of Russia’s econ-
omy (this is not even the subject of a
separate article but of fundamental
academic research), | will single out
only some, in my opinion, essential as-
pects that will affect the situation in
the state itself and its future place in
the world economy.

What is the basis of Russia’s modern
economy? The answer is known: ex-
ports of raw materials, mostly oil and
gas. That is exactly what gave famous
US Senator John McCain reason to calll
Russia a ‘gas station masquerading as
a country’. Russia receives the lion’s
share of its foreign exchange earnings
from hydrocarbon exports. What are
the emerging trends?

Qil. In 2020, the volume of oil and
gas condensate production in Rus-
sia decreased by 8.6 percent com-
pared to 2019 and amounted fo
512.68 million tons. This figure was
the lowest over the last nine years
and approached the ten-year low:
in 2010, it was 512.3 million tons. At
the same time, in the first 11 months
of 2020, oil exports decreased by 11
percent to 220.241 million tons. Con-
sequently, revenues from oil exports
fell: According to the Federal Cus-
toms Service, in January-November
2020, revenues dropped by 40.9 per-
cent year-on-year and amounted to
$66.391 billion [2].
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Fas. 2020 poky «rasnpomy BMAOOYB
452,7 mAapa KyB. M rasy, a ekcnoprt
CTOHOBMB 179,3 MAPA KyD. M. 3a nMia-
cymkamm 2019 poky KOMMQHIS BMAO-
6yAaa 500,1 mApA KyB. m rasy, Toai aK
eKCrnopTyBAAA — 199, 3 MApPA KyD. M.
Omxe, 2020 poky BrMAOBYTOK «la3npo-
MY CKOPOTUBCS HA 9,48%, ekcnopTt —
Ha 10% [3]. MpobAemm «FA3NPOMY» BM-
CTBITAKOE BXXE HABITb POCIMCbKA Npeca.
IAETbCA, 30KpEMA, MPO MNPOPAXYHKM
B PEdAIi3yBAHHI 30-pi4HOrO KOHTPAKTY
«Curaa Cubipy», 9KMHN 4EPE3 KBEAMKMIA
PYCCKWI OBOCbY MOXE OYTW 3ipBAHO.
AAXe 3aMnaciB rasy Ha YasHAMHCbKOMY
POAOBMLLL, 3 9KOr0O MOro MOCTA4aTM-
MYTb AO KUTQIO, IMOBIPHO, HE BUCTO-
4mTb. LLe 3aBAQCTb 30UTKIB HO CyMmy Mo-
Haa 1,5 TPAH pyOAais [4].

EaekTpoeHepria. Pocis pisko cko-
POTUAC OBCATM MOCTAYAHHS EAEKTPO-
eHepril 30 KOpAOH. 3a 11 micauis 2020
POKY BOHM BMNAAM HA 42%, KLLLO MOPIB-
HATK 3 2019 POKOM, i CTQHOBUMAM 426,9
MAH A0A. CLLA [5].

TaKi > HEraTMBHI TEHAEHLLT MOXHA
CNOCTEPIrATM MU LLLOAO IHLUMX BOKAM-
BMX CTATEM POCIMCbKOrO EKCMOPTY, LLLO
MPW3BEAO AO CYTTEBOTO MOriPLUEHHS
OAACHCY 30BHILLIHbOI TORTIBAI LIET Aep-
>KABK. 30 AQHUMM POCIMCBKOT MUTHUL,
MO3UTMBHE COAbBAO 3OBHILLHbOTOPIO-
BEAbHOTO ©AACQHCY PoOCii 30 CiieHb —
AmcTonaa 2020 poky BMAAO Ha 42,7%
Y PIHHOMY 3iCTABAEHHI, AO 92,7 MAPA
AOA. CLUA. EKkCnopT nmpuHIC KpdiHi 3a
3BiTHWMIM nepioa 302 mapa A0A. CLUA |
ckopoTtmBca HA 21,8%. ImnopT 3a 3BiT-
Hi 11 micauiB 3MeHLMBCA HA 6,8%, AO
209,3 mapa AOA. CLUA. 30BHILLHbOTOP-
FOBEAbHUIM 0O0POT PP y CiyHi — AMCTO-
NAAI MMHYAOTO POKY CTaHoBMB 511,4
MAPA AOA. CLUA, 11O Ha 16,3% meHLue
Hi>X TOPIK 30 TOM cCammmn nepioa [2].

3BICHO, CAIA y349TK AO YBAMM i TE, LLLO
BNpoAOBX 2020 POKYy MEBHI KOPEKTU-

Gas. In 2020, Gazprom extracted
452.7 billion cubic meters of gas, ex-
ports amounted to 179.3 billion cubic
meters. At the end of 2019, production
amounted to 500.1 bilion cubic me-
ters, exports stood at 199.3 billion cubic
meters. Thus, in 2020, Gazprom'’s pro-
duction decreased by 9.48 percent,
exports dropped by 10 percent [3].
Gazprom's problems have even hit the
Russian press. These include, in particu-
lar, miscalculations in the implemen-
tation of the 30-year confract Power
of Siberia, which may fall through due
fo the great Russian ‘cross-your-fin-
gers’ mentality. Gas reserves at the
Chayandin field, from which gas will
be supplied to China, might simply not
be enough. This will result in losses of
more than 1.5 trillion rubles [4].

Electricity. Russia has sharply re-
duced electricity supplies abroad.
In the first 11 months of 2020, they fell
by 42 percent compared to 2019 and
amounted to $426.9 million [5].

The same negative trends are ob-
served in the case of other important
items of Russian exports, which has led
fo a significant deterioration in Russia’s
frade balance. According to the Russian
customs service, in January-November
2020, the surplus of Russia’s foreign tfrade
fell by 42.7 percent year-on-year, o
$92.7 billion. During the reporting period,
Russia’s export revenues amounted to
$302 billion, a decrease of 21.8 percent.
Over these 11 months, Russian imports
dropped by 6.8 percent to $209.3 billion.
In January—-November 2020, Russia’s for-
eign frade turnover amounted to $511.4
billion, 16.3 percent less than in the same
period last year [2].

It should, of course, be taken into
account that 2020 was marked by
a global coronavirus pandemic, a
confraction in business activity and
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Skcnopt PO:
YTO KPOME HE®OTU UTA3A?

BU BHECAO CBITOBA MAHAEMIS KOPO-
HOBIPYCY, 9KA 3YMOBMAQ 3rOPTAHHS
Bi3HECOBOI CKTMBHOCTI, TOX LEN piK
HEe € MOKA30BMM. BAGCHE, iaeTbCs He
npo uudcdpu, ki MOXYTb KOAUBATH-
CS, d NPO TEeHAEHLJi, WO IACTPYIOTb
BEKTOP PO3BUTKY. [TUTAHHS MOASIrQE B
TOMY, Y4 MAE POCIMCbKA €KOHOMIKA
CTpaTeriyHy MepcCrnekT1By, 3BAXKAIOYM,
LLLOHAMMEHLLIE, HO ABI TOAOBHI OBCTO-
BUHM, SKi MPUHLMMOBO BMAMBATHMMYTb
HA 3AQTHICTb POCii MOMOBHIOBATU CBiM
BIOAXKET 30BAJIKM EKCMOPTY EHEPTOHO-
CiiB Y>K€ HAMOAMXKYMM HOCOM.
Mo-nepLue, yepes 15 - 20 pokiB co-
6iBapTicTb BUAOGYTKY HadoTh B Pocii
Mmoxe ctaHoButu 60 — 70 aon. CLUA
3a 6apeAb, Wo 3po6uTh ii HepeHTa-
6eAbHolo. MpPUYMHA — Y BUCHOXKEHHI
HASIBHUX i nepexoAi AO TAK 3BAHMX
BAXKKOAOCTYMHUX POAOBMLL, fiKi MoO-
TpebyBaTUMYTb BEAMKUX AOAQTKO-
BUX KOMITAAOBKAGAEHb, O TAKOX Y
BIACYTHOCTI HOBITHbOI TexHOAorii B
Pocii. Y4 3Moxe BoHa 06iliTH cy4ac-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

therefore cannot be used as a refer-
ence point. Generally speaking, it is
not about numbers that can fluctuate
but about trends that illustrate the av-
enue of development. The question
is whether the Russian economy has
a strategic prospect, considering at
least two main circumstances that will
fundamentally affect Russia’s ability to
supplement its budget by exporting
energy in the near future.

The point is, first, that in 15-20 years
the cost of oil production in Russia may
reach $60-70 a barrel, thus making it un-
profitable. The reason is the depletion
of the existing and transition to the so-
called hard-to-tap reserves, which will
require large additional investments, as
well as lack of cutting-edge technolo-
gies in Russia. Whether it will be able to
circumvent current sanctions in light of
the political trends described above re-
mains highly questionable. It should be
added that, as of 2019, only 67 percent
of oil fields were profitable. According
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Hi CAHKUiMHIi OBGMEXEHHS 3 OrAsiAy Ha
OMUCOHI BULLLE MOAITMYHI TEHAEHLi -
6epyTb BeAUKi CYMHIBU. AO LLbOrO CAIA
AOAQTH, WO 30 CTAHOM Ha 2019 pik
peHTa6eAbHUMHU 6yAn Auwe 67% Ha-
bTOBMX POAOBULL,. 30 PO3PAXYHKAMMU
Minnpupoau PP, «s 2025 roay Poccus
oKaXeTcs B TOYKE HEBO3BPATA, KOr-
AQ Ha4YHeTCcsa HeoBpaTUMbIM NpoLecc
Aerpaaaumm HedTeAOOBbIBAKOLLLEN
OTPACAMU B CTPAHE). 30KPEMA, MAETb-
C4 MPO CKOPOYEHHS BUAODYTKY HODTH
A0 2030 poky Ha 40% abo Hagitb 50%.
Lle o3Ha4aTMME, Lo eKCnopT HadoTH
Byae NpUNMHeEHO [6].

Mo-Apyre, Lo He MEHLL BOXKAMBO, —
KPQiHM, 9Ki CbOrOAHI KynyloTb €Hepro-
Hocii B Pocii, cTaBAdTb nepea coboto
AMBITHY, QA€ LIAKOM PEOAICTUYHY
METY — BIAMOBMUTUCS BiA BUKOPUCTAHHS
BMKOMHMX BUAIB MOAMBA AO 2040-x pOKiB.
Kpim TOro, CAIA TOKOXK 3BODKATH HO QAb-
TEPHATUBHUX MOCTA4YOAbHMKIB EHEPro-
HOCIB AO LMX KpaiH, 3okpema CLUA, a
HOATO 4KLLLO B34TW AO YBATMM MOAITUYHMM
KOMMOHEHT BIAHOCHKH 3axia — Pocis.

Otxe, B Pocii o6MaAb 4acy Ha Te,
w,o6u BiA CUPOBUHHOI EKOHOMIKM ne-
penTU A0 BUCOKOTEXHOAOFIHHOI. [po-
T€ HEMAE HifSKMX MIACTAB CMOAIBATUCH,
LLLO LLe CMNPAaBAI MOXe BiADYTMCH. CBO-
€10 YEPTrOK TAKMM PO3BMTOK MOAIM NpU-
3BEAE AO CYTTEBOTO CKOPOYEHHS HOA-
XOAXEHb A0 BtoaxeTty Pocii 3 ycima
COLLIOABHUMM HOCAIAKOMMU.

ba BiAbLLE, € AEKIAbBKQ iHLUMX, KPU-
TUYHUX, YMHHHUKIB, AKi MO3HAYATLCSA HA
PO3BUTKY POCIMCbKOI €eKOHOMIKU. KoM-
GiHaLig iXx Mk co6olo Td i3 3a3HAYEHU-
MU BULLLE MAOTUME HA Hei, 6e3nepey-
HO, PYWHIBHUK KYMYASTUBHUIN BNAUB.

laeTbCs NMpo AemorpaddidHy Kpusy
Ta BiANAMB po6o4oi cuaun. B Pocii uto
MNPoBAEMY HA3MBAKTh MO-PI3HOMY: i
«AEMOTPAQDIMHA FAMAY, | KAEMOTPADIN-
HQ KATACTPOdDAY, | «PYCCKMM KPECTY.

to the Ministry of Environment of the
Russian Federation, ‘In 2025, Russia’s oil
industry will start to irreversibly degrade,
thus putting Russia af the point of no re-
furn’. What is meant here is that by 2030
oil production will shrink by 40 or even
50 percent, leading to the fermination
of oil exports [6].

Second, which is just as important,
the countries that buy energy in Russia
tfoday set an ambitious but quite real-
istic goal of abandoning fossil fuels by
the 2040s. In addition, alternative ener-
gy suppliers to these countries, particu-
larly the United States, should also be
considered, especially if the political
component of West-Russia relations is
taken into account.

Thus, Russia has little time left to
move from a commodity-based to a
high-tech economy. That said, there
is no reason to hope that this can re-
ally happen. In turn, such a course of
events will lead to a significant drop in
revenues to the Russian budget, with
all the relevant social implications.

In addition, there are several other
critical factors that will affect the devel-
opment of the Russian economy. Their
combination with each other and those
mentioned above will undoubtedly
have a devastating cumulative effect.

These are the demographic crisis
and labour outflow. In Russia, it had
many names: ‘demographic pit’,
‘demographic catastrophe’, ‘Russian
cross’. Some experts even speak of
Russia’s ‘extinction’. Its importance is
evidenced by the mere fact that in
government documents of the last
decade it is indicated as the main so-
cioeconomic issue [7].

The question, however, is not about
the name or statement but the conse-
qguences of this phenomenon. And they
are obvious: a powerful blow to the
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AEXTO 3 excnepTiB rOBOPUTL HABITb MPO
«BMMMPAHHS» Pocii. Mpo Te, 9ke BOHA
MAE 3HAYEHHS, CBIAYMTb YXKEe Te, O B
YPSIAOBMX AOKYMEHTAX OCTAHHBOIO Ae-
CSHTUAITTS il BU3HOYEHO 9K TOAOBHY COLILi-
OAbHO-EKOHOMIYHY Mpobaemy [7].

YTiM MUTAHHA HE B HA3BI Y4 KOHCTA-
TAL, @ B HOCAIAKOX. A BOHM — OYEBMA-
Hi. Lle mOoTy>XHMM yAQp MO €KOHOMIL,
CEpPMO3HE 3ATOCTPEHHS  COLLIAAbHMX
npoBAeM TA AMCMPOMOPLLM, PU3MKM
OCTATOYHOI BTPATU «KYABTYPHOI CAMO-
OYTHOCTI) HEMYCYAbMAHCBHKOro Hace-
AE€HHa Pocii, 3arpo3m 6e3neui KpaqiHM
(6O YMCEABHOCTI CMAOBOTO OAOKY HE
BUCTCQYMTb HOBITb AAS OXOPOHM KOPAO-
HiB) TOLLLO. 30Kpema, Pi3KO CKOPOHY-
€TbCS HACEAEHHS LleHTpaabHOI Poci,
HEYOPHO3EMHOI 30HM, Cubipy, Kpam-
HbOI [MiBHOYI TO AaAeKkoro Cxoay. 3axo-
A Ypsay PP He ACioTb BAXKAHMX pe-
3yAbTaTiB [8]. POCCTAT NOBIAOMASE, LLLO
HaceAeHHs PocCii AOAI CKOpOYyETbCY, i
LS TEHAEHLLI MOCUAIOBATUMETLCS LLLO-
HaMmeHLe A0 2026 poky [7].

He AOAQIOTb OMTMMI3MY M YUCAOBI
MOKCQ3HUKM MEXAHIYHOTO BIAMAMBY [PO-
60401 1AM, TOBTO emirpadii 3 Pocii. 3a
OLLIHKOMM HEAEPXXABHMX aXepeA, Po-
cilo NokMHyAM noHaa 10 MAH oci6 [10].
EMirpaLinHi TeHAeHLl, O HOATO cepea
MOAOAI, AMLLIE 3POCTAKOTb. 30 ACHMMM
«AEBAAO-LLEHTPYY, Y BepecHi 2019 poky
mamxe 50% MOAOAMX ANIOAEM (3-MOMIK
TMX, XTO BPAB Y4OCTb B OMUTYBAHHI) BU-
ABUAM BCPKAHHS emirpysat1 3 Pocii. 3a-
FTAAOM XK€, 3MNAHO 3 PE3YABTATAMM LIbOTO
OMUTYBAHHS, BMIXATK 30 KOPAOH MpArHe
noHaa 20% HaceAaeHHs Pocii [11].

CAhia 3raaamm i Te, wo Pocis noci-
AQE APYre MmicLLe B €BpOoni 3a KIABKICTIO
PO3AYYEHD | YETBEPTE Y CBITi 30 PIBHEM
GAKOTOAiI3MY (BiA HbOTO LLLOPOKY MOMMU-
pae maixke 600 Tuc. ocib). NoHaa 2,5
MAH 0Ci6 i3 HAPKOTUYHOIO 30AEXHICTIO
(MepeBOXHO MOAOAB) TOLLLO [8]. «3DTO

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

economy, a serious exacerbation of so-
cial problems and disparities, risks of the
irefrievable loss of ‘cultural identity’ of
Russia's non-Muslim population, threats
to the country’s security (because the
size of the security agencies is simply not
enough to protect the borders), etc. The
population decline is particularly sharp
in Cenfral Russia, areas without chor-
nozem (fertile black sail), Siberia, the Far
North, and the Far East. The measures
taken by the government of the Russian
Federation do not yield the desired re-
sults [8]. According to the Federal State
Stafistics Service of Russia, the Russian
population continues to decline and this
frend will intensify af least until 2026 [9].

The figures on the mechanical out-
flow of labour, i.e. emigration from
Russia, are not optimistic either. Ac-
cording to non-government sources,
more than 10 million people have left
Russia [10]. Emigration trends, espe-
cially among youth, are only scaling
up. According to the Levada Centre,
in Sepfember 2019, more than 50 %
of young people wished to emigrate
from Russia; in general, this figure
amounts to more than 20 percent of
the Russian population [11].

One should also mention that Rus-
sia ranks second in Europe in the num-
ber of divorces and fourth globally in
terms of alcohol consumption (which
kills about 600,000 people each year).
Besides, the country has about 2.5 mil-
lion people (mostly of young age) suf-
fering from substance abuse [8]. ‘This is
it [fhe Russian government] that allows
‘salespersons’ to alcoholise a nation
that already consumes 18.2 liters of
pure alcohol per person a year. And it
is this government that intercepts only
4 percent of heroin entering the coun-
fry, which Russia consumes almost as
much as the rest of Europe’ [12].
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Boaoanmmp OIPU3KO

OHA (POCIMCbKO BAOAQ. — ABT.) MO3-
BOASET "KOMMEPCAHTAM"” CnamBATb
HALMIO, Y>KE CETOAHS MOTPEBAAOLLLYIO
18.2 A YUCTOrO AAKOTOAS B TOA HA YEAO-
BEKQ. M 3TO OHO MepexBAThIBAET BCEMO
4% NOCTYNAIOLLLETO B CTPAHY repomHa,
KoToporo B Poccum notpebasercs no-
4T CTOABKO X€, CKOABKO BO BCEM OC-
TAAbHOM EBpomen [12].

3HEKPOBAIOE POCIMCBbKY EKOHOMIKY
TOKOX MOBCSIKA€HHQA i MOBCIOAHA KO-
pynLis i BMBE3EHHS KAMITAAY. Baxko He
MOrOAMTUCS 3 BUCHOBKAMM POCIMCBKMX
E€KOHOMICTIB TQ COLLIOAOTIB, LLLO «B CO-
BPEMEHHOM POCCUUCKOM obLLecTBe
KOppynuusi — He MPOCTO COBOKYMHOC-
Tb YACTHbIX MPECTYNHbIX MPAKTHK,
OCYLLECTBASI€EMbIX OTAEAbHbIMU YUHO-
BHMKOMM, G CUCTEMHOE COLMAAbHOE
aBAeHue) [13]. 30 AQHUMK POCIMCbKMX
ekcneprTis, mamxe 10% BoAKETHUX KO-
LUITIB, SIKi BUTPQHAOTb YAHOBHMKM, HE CTBO-
PIOKOTb AOAQHOI BAPTOCTI, O BiA CYMM HA
AEPX3AKYNiBAI MOHOA 20% KpPaAYTh [14].

BeAbMM  MOKA30BMM € M IHLUMMK
dOAKT — HACEAEHHa Pocii cnpummae
KOPYMLUitO 9K 3BMYHE §BMLLLE. ACKPO-
BUM MPUKACAOM LIbOTO CTAAC PEAKLLS
POCIFH Ha POo3CAiayBaHHA OAekcis Ho-
BAABHOTO LLIOAO «naAdLly MNyTiHay. «O6-
LLLECTBO B LLEAOM OTHECAOCH K pPACC-
AEAOBAHMIO CAEPXAHHO, B O4ePEeAHOM
pas NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAB BbICOKYIO
TepPNMMOCTb K KOPPYNLUKUY, — 303HAYAE
3ACTYMHUK  AMPEKTOPA  («AEBOAO-LLEH-
TPYy» AeHmnc Boakos [15].

Permanent and pervasive cor-
ruption and capital outflows are also
bleeding the Russian economy white.
One can hardly disagree with the con-
clusions of Russian economists and so-
ciologists, saying that, 'In modern Rus-
sian society, corruption is not just a set
of private criminal practices carried
out by individual officials but a sys-
temic social phenomenon’ [13]. Ac-
cording to Russian experts, about 10
percent of budgetary funds spent by
officials do not create added value,
and more than 20 percent of funds for
public procurement is embezzled [14].

There is one more significant case
in point: The Russian population freats
corruption asif it were a common thing.
This was clearly confirmed by the reac-
tion of Russians to Navalny's investiga-
fion on 'Putin’s palace’. In the words of
Denis Volkov, Deputy Director of the Le-
vada Center, ‘Society as a whole has
shown a low-key reaction to the inves-
tigation, once again demonstrating its
high tolerance for corruption’ [15].

The peculiarity of Russian corruption
is that the embezzled funds are not in-
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Cneumdoika pOoCIMCbKOI KOpymnuji B
TOMY, LLIO BKPOAEHI KOLWITU HE BKACAQ-
IOTb B EKOHOMIKY AEPXKABM, X 3A3BMHAIM
BUBO3ATb 30 KOPAOH. HOBPSA 41 MOX-
AMBO BCTAHOBMTU TOYHY LIMAOPY, GAE B
POCIMCBKMX AXKEPEAOX BKA3YIOTb Bia 1 AO
KIABKOX TPUABMOHIB AOA. CLUA [16]. Ha
AYMKY ekcrnepTki OAeHM AQPIHOI, CyMma
BMBE3EHMX KOLLTIB CTAHOBUTb 5 TPUABMO-
HiB AOA. CLUA. 3a i mApOXyHKGMM, Lie
make 40 TMC. AOA. HO KOXHOrO pocCis-
HWHA, 100-110 TMC. AOA. —HQ CIM't0 3 OA-
HIEIO AMTHMHOK A0 75-80 TMC. AOA. — HO
CIM'10 i3 ABOX MeHCiIOHepPIB. OrAMBALO-
€TbCS COLAAbHE PO3LLCPYBAHHSA: HA 1%
HaceAeHHs npunaade 71% HALOHOAb-
Horo ©ararcTtea Pocii [17].

3pO03yMiAO, LLLO TAKA MOAITUKA BAQ-
AU BEAE AO 3POCTAHHA 3y6OXiHHA Ha-
CEAEHHS. 30 AOHUMU POCIMCbKUX AXe-
peA, 36% pocisH 6paKkye 3apnAAaTH Ha
OCHOBHi noTpebu, 39% — Aeab BUCTA-
yae. 3riAHO 3 NPOBEAEHUM OMUTYBAH-
HAM, 42% HACEAEHHSi €KOHOMMUTb Ha
NAATHIM MeAUUMHI Ta Aikax, 36% — Ha
ocsiTi [18]. BianoBiaAHO A0 OdiLIMHUX
AQHUX KOXKE€H BOCbMUI POCISIHWH — BiA-
HUK [19]. MiacyMmoByloHM, €KOHOMICT
Irop HikonaeB AOXOAUTb TAKOFO BUC-
HOBKY: «[...] pe3yAbTaTbl: B 2014-2019
rr. (3a 2020 roa ohULMAABHBIX CTATUC-
TUYECKUX ACQHHBIX NOKA eue HeT) |[...]
PEaAbHbIE PACMOAAraembie AOXOAbI
HAOCEAEHUS CHU3MAUCb Ha 7,4%. [..]
AoAn GeaHeloT [...] Mo3ToMy Heyau-
BUTEABHO, 4YTO Yy AlOAEN YyXe cdhop-
MUPOBAAOCb OBOCTPEHHOE 4YYBCTBO
COLLUAAbHOM HecnpaseaAMBocTMY [20].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

vested in the Russian economy but are
usually exported abroad. Difficult as it
may be to determine an exact amount,
Russian sources estimate it at one to sev-
eral frilion US dollars [16]. Expert Yelena
Larina argues that the amount of export-
ed wealth is $5 frilion. According to her
calculations, it is about $40,000 per each
Russian citizen, or about $100-110,000 per
family with one child, or approximately
$75-80,000 per family of two pensioners.
Social disparities are deepening: 71 per-
cent of Russia’s national wealth belongs
to 1 percent of its population [17].

It is clear that such a policy of the
government is leading to the impover-
ishment of the population. According
to Russian sources, 25 percent of Rus-
sians lack money for basic needs, and
39 percent say their salaries are bare-
ly enough for it. 42 percent skimp on
paid medicine care and drugs, and 34
percent economise on education [18].
In accordance with official data, every
eighth Russian is poor [19]. Summing
up, economist Igor Nikolaev comes
to the following conclusion: ‘[...] the
results are: In 2014-2019 (there are no
official statistics for 2020 yet) [...] the
real discretionary incomes of the pop-
ulation have decreased by 7.4 per-
cent[...] people are getting poorer|[...]
Therefore, it is not surprising that they
have already developed an acute
sense of social injustice’ [20].

Expenditures on the security agen-
cies, which number more than 2.5 million
people in 50 structures, remain a heavy
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HaABOXKUM TATapem AAl EKOHOMIKU
AEPXABU AOCi € BUAQTKU HO CUAOBUMA
GAOK, O HAAIMYE NMOHAA 2,5 MAH 0OCi6,
AKi 06’eaHaHi B 50 BiaAomcTB. He MoXx-
Ha 3a6yBaTM U NPO BUAATKM HO APMiIlO
YuceAbHicTIo maike 800 Tuc. ocib [21].

HeratuBHo BRAMBAIOTL HA CTaH
€KOHOMIKMU POCii 1 MDKHAPOAHI COHKLLI.
AochaiaxeHHs «Bloomberg Economicsy
OLLHIOE BTPATU POCIMCHKOI €KOHOMIKM
3a NepioA Al cankuin (2014-2018 pp.) v
6% MOPIBHAHO 3 MOKA3HMKAMM, AKi MOTAM
Ou Oyt 6e3 OOMEXYBAABHMX 3CXOAIB
[22]. Hosi carkuii CLUA woAO BHYTPILL-
HbOro Gopry Pocii e He € HaATO 6o-
AOYUMMU AAS T EKOHOMIKM, OAHOK CTBO-
PIOIOTb HETATUBHMIM CDOH AAS IHO3EMHMX
iHBECTOPIB. 3 OrAAY HO MOBEAIHKY PoCii
HO MDKHOPOAHIM APEHI MOXHAO NEPEA-
Ba4MTH, O X LLLe BYAE MOCHMAEHO.

burden on the economy. Expenses on
the army of above 800,000 people should
be taken into account as well [21].

The Russian economy is also neg-
atively affected by international
sanctions. According to a study of
Bloomberg Economics, the losses of
the Russian economy during the peri-
od of sanctions (2014-2018) stood at
6 percent of the GDP, as compared
to the level it would have reached
if the restrictive measures had not
been in place [22]. The new US sanc-
fions on Russia’s sovereign debt are
not yet extiremely damaging for the
Russian economy, but they have a
chilling effect on foreign investors.
Given Russia’s behavior in the infer-
national arena, the sanctions are
likely to be strengthened.

DKOHOMMUCTbI OLeHUNN noTepun
Poccunm ot caHkuuin B P800 mnpp

4 PBK

AOBOAI MECUMICTUHHMMHM  LLLOAO
nepcneKkTUB POCiiCbKOI €KOHOMIKK €
MPOrHO3U 3HAHOro eKoHomicTta Mu-
xamaa KacbsiHoBa: «B Poccuu, Hec-
MOTPS HA ONTUMUCTHUYHbIE MPOrHO3bI,
KOTOpble AEAQeT NPABUTEABCTBO U
MyTMH ux OGBABAAET, K KOHLy CAe-
Aywouwiero roaa (2021. - ABT.) Mbl He
AOCTUIHEM YPOBHA 19-ro, Mbl AOCTUT-
HEM €ro TOAbKO K KOHLY 22-ro road.
A 4TO Takoe ypoBeHb 19-ro roaa?
310 npumepHo yposeHb 2010 roaq,
NMOCKOAbKY, Bbl 3HaeTe, ¢ 10-ro roaq,
a MMeHHO Goablue ewe ¢ 13-ro roaa
AOXOAbI HOCEAEHUS MAACAU KOXAbIK

Renowned economist Mikhail
Kasyanov gives quite a pessimistic
forecast on the prospects of the Rus-
sian economy: ‘In Russia, despite the
optimistic forecasts made by the gov-
ernment and announced by Putin, we
will not be able to reach the level of
2019 by the end of next year [2021]; we
will reach it only by the end of 2022.
And what is the level of 2019? This is
roughly the level of 2010 because, as
you know, starting from 2010 and even
more so from 2013, the incomes of
the population had been falling every
year for seven years in a row. By the
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roa 7 AeT noApsiA. Mbl K KOHLY 22-r0
roAd, POBHO 4Yepes 2 road, BepHeMcs
K ypoBHio 10-ro roaan [23].

BinbLLICTb OB'EKTMBHMX EKOHOMICTIB
YBOXKQAE, O €KOHOMIKA POCIl yBinLAQ
y dod3y AOBFOTPUBOAOI CTArHALLi. 3 or-
ASIAY HQ L& BOAXKO HEe MOoroauTucs 3
BUCHOBKOM €KOHOMiIcTa T. IBAIHCbKOro
npo Te, L0 (SKOHOMMUYECKYIO MOAUTUKY
(Pocii. — ABT.) nocaeaHux 15 AeT TOoXE
CNpPABEAAMBO HA3BATbL MPOBAAOMY [24].

9IKi BACHOBKM CAiA 3p0OUTH 3 BUKAC-
AEHOrO BULLLE?

1. ToAOBHI cTATTI pociiicbkoro ekc-
nopTy, 9Ki HAMOBHIOKTb OKOAXET, Y
HAMBAMXKYIM MEePCNEKTUBI MOXYTb KPU-
TUYHO 3MEHLUUTUCS.

2. AemorpadpiyHa kpusza B Pocii
NOorAMbAIOETbCA. Lle cCTBOpIOE  HOBI
HOA3BMYOMHO Hebe3neyHi eKOHOMIYH,
©e3MeKOoBi TA COLLIAAbHI BUKAMKM. 3AXO-
AV BAQAM, CMIPAMOBOHI HQ i MOAOAQH-
HS, HEe € ePEeKTUBHUMM. AOACTKOBUMM
(OOTIHKYBAABHUMM  YUHHUKAMMY,  LLLO
HEraTMBHO BMAMBAKOTb HO CUTYALLO, €
QAKOTOAI3M, HOPKOMAHIF M emirpais.

3. MoBCIOAHA KOpYnMuifi, LLO CTAOAQ
COLLIOABHMM SBULLLEM, PO3'IACE Aep-
>KQBHI dpiHOHCK. BOHO € HEe3AOAQH-
HOIO MEPELUKOAOIO AASl NMPOBEAEHHS
HeobXiAHUX pedopMm. BuBeAeHHS B
OPLLOPU BEAMYE3HMX CYM 30 KOPAOH
3HEKPOBAKOE EKOHOMIKY LLIET AEPXKABM.

4. MiXXHaOpPOAHI €KOHOMIYHI CAHKLLT,
9Ki HOKAQAEHO Ha Pocito 3a okynauito
Kpuay i BitHY HO AOHBACI, BUTPATH HA
YTOMMAHHS  LMX TEPUTOPIM AArAlOTb
AOAQTKOBUM TArApPEM Hd il EKOHOMIKY.
HenponopuiMHO BUCOKMMU € TAKOX
BUAQTKM HO YTOUMOHHS BIMCbKOBO-CU-
AOBOro BAOKY KpQiHM.

5. Yce ue pobutb yKpam HEODXIAHMM
nepexia AO IHHOBALMHOI E€KOHOMIKM
NPAKTUHHO HEPEAAbHUM. A Be3 HbOro
Pocis npupeYyeHa HaO eKOHOMIYHMI 3aHe-
naa, AO TOrO XX Y HEAQAEKIN NePCNEKTMBI.

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

end of 2022, exactly in two years, we
will return to the level of 2010’ [23].

Most objective economists are in-
clined to believe that Russia's econo-
my has entered a phase of long-term
stagnation. In this regard, one can’'t
but agree with the conclusion of econ-
omist G. Yavlinsky that ‘the economic
policy [of Russia] over the last 15 years
can fairly be called a failure’ [24].

What conclusions can be drawn
from the above?

1. The volume of the major items of
Russian exports generatfing public rev-
enues may significantly decline in the
near future.

2. The demographic crisis in Rus-
sia continues to deepen. This creates
new exitremely menacing economic,
security, and social challenges. The
measures taken by the government
fo overcome it are not effective. Ad-
ditional ‘aggravating factors’ that are
negatively affecting the situation are
alcoholism, substance abuse, and em-
igration.

3. Pervasive corruption, which has
become part of the social reality and
is eroding public finance, is an insur-
mountable obstacle to the necessary
reforms. Withdrawal of huge sums of
money fo offshore jurisdictions is bleed-
ing the Russian economy dry.

4. International economic sanctions
imposed on Russia for the occupation of
Crimea and the war in Donbas and the
cost of maintaining these teritories are an
additional burden on the Russian econo-
my. Expenditures on the maintenance of
the country’s military and security forces
remain disproportionately high.

5. All of this makes the much-need-
ed transition to an innovative econo-
my virtually unrealistic. And without
this, Russia is doomed to economic
decline, which is close at hand.
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EKOHOMIYHAO «TpiWMHAY € 41 He
HOMHEDE3MEYHILLOK B YCiM AEP>XOB-
HiM KOHCTPYKLU,I Pocii. HaBiTb MOGXHMIMA
QHAAI3 CBIAYMTb MPO TE, WO 3rOAOM
BOHO CTBATMME AESACAI LLMPLLIOIO, 3C-
MPOXYIO4M  MIABOAMHAM  POCIMCbKOT
AEP>XXABHOCTI. BiaOMAO MOAITUKMHS A
LLleBLLOBA HA3BAAGQ CYHACHY CMUTyO-
uito B Pocii iHepuieio aAerpaaauii, aka
CTA€E cNOCOGOM iCHYBOHHSA) [25].

The economic ‘crack’ is, perchance,
the most dangerous one in the entire
structure of the Russian state. Even a
cursory analysis shows that over time it
will become increasingly wider, threat-
ening the foundations of Russian state-
hood. As famous politician L. Shevtsova
put it, the current situatfion in Russia is
the ‘inertia of degradation that is turn-
ing into a mode of existence’ [25].
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5. TAYXUN KYT
3OBHILLHbOI MOAITUKU

B 2020-m B oTE€4eCTBEHHYIO BHELLI-
HIOIO MOAMTUKY MPULLAQ HOBQS
PEAALHOCTb:  AMITAOMATHS  KAK
KOHQPMAEHLMAAbHBIN obmeH
MHEHMAMM B MOMCKAX B3AMMO-
MPUEMAEMOTO  KOMITPOMMCCA
OKQ3QAQCh HEBO3MOXHQA B MPMH-
umne [...] B 3TMX YCAOBMAX AM-
MAOMQTHS  CTAHOBMTCS MPOCTO
M3AMLLIHEMN.

OAeKCAHAP [OAbLL, XXYPHAAICT [1]

MNCUXOAOTYHA  MPUMHATHICTb  BHY-
TPILLIHbOrO KOAOHIQAI3MY MOMIXK POCiM-
CbKMX €AIT LLIAKOM AOMYCKAE M iMnep-
CbKO-KOAOHIQAbHY 30BHILLIHIO MOAITUKY.

Are K A0Bpe Bce Ha4ebTo pPo3-
MOYUHAAOCH? 17 4epBHd 1992 poky
Mpe3naeHT Pocii b. €AbLMH BUCTYMMB Y
Konrpeci CLLUA 3 NpOMOBOIO, fKy 30XiA
OLLIHMB K icTopKyHY. CnpaBsai, 6yAO 3a
L0, 60 €AbLUMH TOAI TOBOPUMB MPO BiA-
MOBY BiA KOMYHICTUYHOI IA€OAOTII | TO-
TAAITAPUM3MY, BMCTYMAB 30 CBOOOAY W
0BILLAB MUPOAIOBHY 30BHILLIHIO MOAITUKY
«HOBOI» Pocii. A piBHO Yyepes BiCim po-
KiB, Yy 4epBHi 2000-ro, Bxe [yTiH 3a98MB
Mpo Te, LLLO «He Moxe cobi yaBuTh Po-
CitO i30AbOBAHOIO BiA €BROMMN i LLE «HE
BUKAIOYAE AAS POCIT MOXAMBOCTI CTATH
yaeHoMm HATOm.

TA LLLOCb MILLAO HE TAK, 6O CbOTOAHI
3axiA HE AMLLE HE AMAOAYE 305BAM Po-
Cil, a BM3HQAE T KPAIHOKO-MOPYLLHMKOM

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

5. FOREIGN
POLICY DEADLOCK

In 2020, a new redadlity came info
domestic foreign policy: Diploma-
cy as a confidential exchange of
views in search of a mutually ac-
ceptable compromise became
impossible in principle [...] In
these conditions, diplomacy be-
comes simply redundant.

—Alexander Goltz, a journalist [1]

The psychological acceptability of
internal colonialism for Russian elites is
entirely compatible with an imperial
and colonial foreign policy.

At first, it was seemingly getting off
to a good start. On 17 June 17 1992,
Russian President Boris Yeltsin delivered
a speech in the US Congress that was
considered historic in the West, and for
goodreason. Yeltsin spoke of the rejec-
fion of communist ideology and total-
itarianism, advocated freedom, and
promised a peaceful foreign policy of
a ‘new’ Russia. Exactly eight years lat-
er, in June 2000, Putin declared that he
‘could not imagine Russia in isolation
from Europe’ and did not ‘exclude the
possibility of Russia becoming a mem-
ber of NATO'.

But something went wrong, since
today the West not only does not ap-
plaud Russia’s statements but recog-
nizes it as a country violating interna-
fional law, a ‘dangerous neighbour’, a
‘major threat’ that must be contained
and counteracted. The US President
calling the President of Russia a ‘killer’
is an unprecedented occurrence in
the history of diplomacy. Behind this
word stands something more than the
attitude towards Putin; it is the declo-
ration of illegitimacy of the system he
has created.
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MDKHOPOAHOTO MPAaBA, «(HEDE3NEYHUM
CYCIAOMY), (TOAOBHOIO 3ArpO30ioN, AKY
Tpeba CTPMMYBATH i Kk CAIA MOOTHAIL-
M. be3npeLeAeHTHUM B iCTOPIT AMMAO-
marii € Te, o MNpesmaent CLUA Ha3BaB
MNpe3naeHTa Pocii «BOmBLLEION. 30 LM
CAOBOM OBiAbLLIE, HIXX CTAOBAEHHS AO [Ty-
TIHO, — L& OTFOAOLLIEHHS CUCTEMM, AKY
BiH CTBOPMB, HEAETITMMHOIO.

Hacmialocs cteepaxXysatu, Lo 6a-
rato B YOMY ICHYBAHHIO LLIET CUCTEMM
CAIA (30BASHYBATM) BAACHE 30XOAY 3
MOro MOAITMYHOLO | PIHAHCOBOK HEPO3-
BIPAMBICTIO, HEOKAHHAM  AMBUTUCSH
MPABAI B O4i, AUTFHOK HAIBHICTIO | 3AMM-
AYBOHHSAM CAOBOMM, O HE QHOAI3YBOH-
HIM AiM. A MPO HEeCTPUMHE BAXKAHHS
3apOBUTHU BYAb-9KOIO LLIHOD, MPOAQtO-
Y CBIM (TOBAP) XOY AMSBOAY, BXE TOAI
M rOBOPUTH. 3AXIA CTAB AAS POCIMCbKMX
(OPYAHUX) TPOLLUEN BOE3MNEYHUM MiC-
Lem 30epiraHHa. KOAMLLHIM 3aCTYNHUK
aepxcekpetaps CLUA Aesia Kpemep
3a3HAYAE: «HY>KHO MPM3HATH, LLLO HALLIA
OAYHOCTb M OTCYTCTBME OTKPLITOCTM B
domMHaHCOoBOM cdpepe caeaaam CLUA
MPWBAEKATEABHBIM ~ OOBEKTOM  pPOC-
CUMCKMX KAMUTAAOBY [2]. 3Q OLHKOMM
BIAOMOTIO POCIMCbKOrO MOAITOAOTA AH-
Apig [MIOHTKOBCBKOrO, gKOro, 6e3cym-
HIBHO, MOXXHQ HA3BATK (3 HEDAraTHOX)
COBICTIO POCIMCBKOI IHTEAIrEHLLI, iAETb-
Cq NpO TPUABMOH AOA. CLUA. A XxTO X
BIAMOBMTLCS BiA TOKOI IHBECTMLLIZ!

Ha BiAMiHY BiA BEABMM MO3UTMBHOTO
CTABAEHHs 30x0Ay AO Pocii BNpoAOBX
OCTaHHIX 30 pPOkKiB MOCKBA HIKOAM HE
AMLLIE HE 3AXOMAKOBOAQCH, O HACMPOB-
Al 303APWAQ | HOBITb HEHOBMAIAQ MOTO 30
IHILLIQTMBHICTb, YCMILLIHICTb, CBOOOAY, fiA-
HICTb, HE3QAAEXHICTb — YCi Ti Y4€CHOTH, SKi
©YAM HEBIAOMMMM B CAMIM Pocii. LLIkoaa,
LLO UIET TAMOMHHOI CBITOrASAHOI MPIpPBUM
MK POCi€to | 3ax0A0M TOM He XOTiAn Ba-
YUTM PAHILLIE, 9K | HE XO4YTb MOMIHATH i Y-
MOAO 3AXIAHMX MOAITUKIB HOBITb CbOTOAHI.

Do baingeH

npe3ngeHT CLLA

“Mmm hmm, I do

B OTBET Ha Bonpoc: “Bbl 3HaeTe Bnagumupa MyTtnHa.
CuuTaeTe, OH ybuiiua?”

| dare say that this system largely
‘owes’ ifs existence to the West itself,
with its political and financial promis-
cuity, unwilingness to face the ftruth,
childish naivety and admiration for
words, rather than analysis of actions.
Not to mention the unbridled desire
to earn at any cost, selling its ‘goods’
even to the devil. The West has be-
come a safe place for Russian ‘dirty’
money. As David Kramer, former US
Undersecretary of State, put if, ‘It must
be acknowledged that our greed and
lack of transparency in the financial
sector have made the United States
an attractive target for Russian capital’
[2]. According fo well-known Russian
political scientist Andrey Piontkovsky,
who is one of a handful of those who
can undoubtedly be called the con-
science of the Russian intelligentsia, it
is a matter of $1 trillion. Who would re-
fuse such investment?!

Unlike the West's extremely posifive
approach fo Russia over the past 30
years, Moscow has not only ever ad-
mired but actually envied and even
loathed the West for its initiative, suc-
cess, freedom, dignity, and independ-
ence — all of the virtues that were un-
known in Russia itself. It is a shame that
Western politicians were reluctant to
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BukpuBAeHE i HEOCMMUCAEHE
cnpunHaTTd Pocii 3 6oky 3axoay i aAQe
i1, HO MOIO AYMKY, 3MOTY LLLOPA3Y MO-
BEPTATLUCH AO CBOEI CMPABXHbLOI CyT-
HOCTI, TiEl, KA BYACQ 30BXAM, 30 BUHAT-
KOM HEBEAMKOIO «3Ur3ara €AbLMHON B
90-x pokax. Ta 1 TO AOBOAI YMOBHOTO,
00 iMnepchkiCTb Kpemas Lwoao no-
CTPOAAHCBKMX KPQIH HIKYAM HE 3HMKAQ:
9K 3raAyiOTb  HAMOBAMXKYI  COPATHUKM
b. €AbLIMHQA, BiH XOTIB HOBOTO, AELLLO pe-
doopmosaHoro CPCP y doopmi CHA,
OA€ 3 TUM COMKMM LLEHTPOM YXBOAEH-
HS piLueHb Y MOCKBI. TiAbKM 3ABAIKM Pi-
LLYYiM MPOTHAIT HOCamnepea YKpaiHM
MOTro MAQHM He BYAO peaAi3oBaHO [3].

LLIBMAKO MOBEPHYTMCH (B CBOIO POA-
HYIO MMMNEPCKYO raBaHby Pocii aono-
MOTAQ KOMBIHALLIA KIABKOX CRPUATAM-
BUX YMHHMKIB yNpoAOBX 2000-x poKiB.
IAETBCS MPO MO3UTUBHY AASl CBITOBOrO
HOJPTOra30BOrO  PUHKY KOH'IOHKTYPY
LLH | HOKOMMYEHHS B POCIT MPUCTOMHMX
3anaciB HOJOTOAOAQPIB;, HEKPUTUYHE
CTOBAEHHS 30X0AY AO OYEBMAHMX MO-
pyLUEHb MPAB AIOAMHM K Yy PocCii (Mia-
PUB OYAMHKIB MMPHMX MELLKAHLLB §K
OBrPYHTYBOHHS YEYEHCbKMX BOEH 3
SKAXAMBUMM ADAKTAMM 3A0HMHIB 3 BOKY
deAePAAbHOI BACAM, MEPECAIAYBAH-
HA | BOMBCTBA HE3rOAHMX 3 KPEMAIB-
CbKMM KEPIBHMLLTBOM OMO3MLLIOHEPIB
y CAMIiM KPQAiHi TG 30 KOPAOHOM), TAK
i 30BHI (HE BYAO HOAEXHOI peakLii Ha
pOoCinCbKy arpecito npotu pysii B 2008
P.); BIACYTHICTb ¥ PP rpOMAAIHCHKOrO
CYCMIAbCTBA, 3AQTHOTO BMAMBATK HA
BAQAY; CAQOKICTb | HEOPIrAHI3OBAHICTb
POCIMCHKOI OMO3MLLi, O TAKOX TAMOOKO
BKOPIHEHUIM Y CBIAOMICTb HOCEAEHHS
KOHCEPBATU3M i LLIOBIHI3M.

Ha TaKOMY TAI «BCTABAHHS 3 KOAIHY,
(MOBEPHEHHST KOAMLLIHBOT BEAMYIN, (MO-
XKEM MOBTOPMUTLY TA iHLLI MCEBAOKOH-
Lentm «oCOBAMBOI pPOAn Pocii 3HOBY
CTOAM MEMHCTPUMOM 30BHILLIHBOMO-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

notice this profound gap in worldviews
between Russia and the West in the
past, as many of them are even now.

The distorted and meaningless per-
ception of Russia by the West, in my
opinion, gives the former an opportuni-
ty to return to its true essence, the one
which has always been there, with the
exception of a small ‘Yeltsin's zigzag'
in the 1990s. The latter was rather no-
fional at that because the Kremilin's
imperialism fowards the post-Soviet
countries did not disappear: As Yeltsin's
closest associates recall, he wanted a
new, somewhat reformed USSR in the
form of the CIS but with the same de-
cision-making centre in Moscow. And it
was only thanks, above all, to the strong
opposition of Ukraine that his plans were
thwarted [3].

Russia’s rapid ‘imperial homecoming'
was helped by a combination of several
factors favourable to the Kremlin during
the 2000s. These include high prices for ail
and gas on the global market and the
accumulation of decent stocks of pet-
rodollars in Russia; the West's uncritical
attitude fo blatant human rights abuses
both in Russia itself (blowing up of hous-
es with civilians, justifying Chechen wars
with horrific crimes by the federal gov-
ernment, persecuting and kiling opposi-
fion dissidents in Russia and abroad) and
abroad (lack of proper response fo Rus-
sian aggression against Georgia in 2008);
the absence in Russia of a civil society
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ANTMHHOTO  MMCAEHHS Kpemad. laes
(PYCCKOTro MMpAy, AAE HE B KYAbTYP-
HO-TYMQOHITAPHOMY 3HQYEHHi, a §K
ArPECUMBHA  30BHILLHbOMOAITMYHA  AOK-
TPMHA MNPUPOAHO BIMCAAQCH B TROAM-
LLIMHI iIMNepCbKi YABAEHHS Kpemas.
Mpote, Ha BiamiHy Bia CPCP, gkum
MOB TAODOABHE IAEOAOTIHHE (OBrpPYyH-
TYBAHHS) CBOTO KYpPCY Y dDOPMI XOM i
UMHIYHO-BPEXAMBOI, OAE AAS  AEIKMX
KPOTH MPEMBABAMBOI KOMYHICTUYHOT iAe-
OAOTIi, LLLO MOAIOBAAC BCbOMY AIOACTBY
(LLLACAMBE MOMBYTHEYN, CydYacHa Po-
Cil HEe MOXe 3AaMpPOnOHYBATM CBITOBI
HIHOrO HABITb HO CAOBAX. 3A3HAYEHMIA
BULLLE «PYCCKMIM MUP) HE 3AATEH (NPa-
LLIOBATU) HIAE, KPIM MOCTPAAIHCHKOrO
NPOCTOPY, TA M1 TO 3i 3HAYHUMM OOMeE-
KEHHAMM. |a€d MOAIAY CBITY 30 HOBOIO
AATMHCBKOK 3MOBOIO OYiKYyBAHO HE BW-
KAMKAE HA 3AXO0AI Hi OAHIET MO3UTUBHOT
peakLii. POCi4 HMHI HE € NPUKAQAOM Y
>KOAHIM BOXKAMBIM Cdoepi COLLIAABHOTO
OyTTd, O OTXKE, M HE MOXE HiiMM Npu-
BAOUTU. BOHA NpPOCTO 3ARIOHMAQCS.
«AOXKEe eCAM CPABHMBATL CETOAHSLLI-
HIOIO POCCUMCKYKD BHELLHIOK TMOAM-
TMKYy C COBETCKOM, OHO MPOUIPbLIBAET
€M No MPUHLMMMAABHOMY BOMPOCY. Y
HAC HEeT HMKAKOro npoekTa. Mbl Hu4e-
ro HUKOMY HE MOXEM NMPEAAOXUTDbY, —
KOHCTATYE npodbecop MOCKOBCHKO!
BULLLOI LLIKOAM COLLIOABHMX TA €KOHO-
MI4HUX HOYK [puropin KoaIH [4].
HacnpaBai BIACYTHS HE AMLLIE KOH-
Lenuid. Y>xe Hemae Hi 30BHILLUHbOMO-
ANTUMHHUX MAPTHEPIB, Hi ApPY3iB. [licAs
arpecii npotm YkpaiHm 2014 poky i
MPOBAAY OMiKyBAHb Kpemas, Lo BCe
HE300apOM MOBEPHETLCH AO «Oi3HE-
Cy, 9K 3BM4AMHOY, PocCiqa onuHMAQCS B
MDKHOPOAHIM i30AALLT. AAXKE XTO 30AM-
LwmBca2 KiAbKQ 3AAEXHMX BiA MOCKBM
MOCTPAAAHCBKMX KPQiH TOTAAITAPHOro
wtmby, a Takox lpaH, Bboaisia, Kybaq,
KHAP, Hikaparya, CyaaH, Cupiq, 3im-

capable of influencing the government;
the weakness and disorganisation of the
Russian opposition, as well as deep-root-
ed conservatism and chauvinism.

Against this background, ‘rising
from its knees’, ‘returning to former
greatness’, ‘we can repeat’, and oth-
er pseudo-concepts of Russia’'s ‘spe-
cial role’ have once again become
the mainstream of the Kremlin's for-
eign policy thinking. The idea of the
‘Russian world’ has become a natural
fit in the Kremlin's traditional imperial
ideas — not in the cultural and human-
itarian understanding but as an ag-
gressive foreign policy doctrine.

However, unlike the USSR, which
had a global ideological ‘justification’
of its policies in the form of the cyni-
cal and deceitful but aftractive for
some countries communist ideology
that painted a ‘happy future’ for all
humankind, today’s Russia can offer
the world nothing, not even verbally.
The aforementioned ‘Russian world’
cannotf ‘work’ anywhere except the
post-Soviet space, and even there
it is facing significant restrictions. The
idea of dividing the world under the
new Yalta conspiracy predictably will
not evoke any positive reaction in the
West. Today's Russia is not an exam-
ple in any important area of social life
and, therefore, has nothing to make it
attractive. It has just shrunk. Accord-
ing to Professor Grigoriy Yudin from
the Moscow School for the Social and
Economic Sciences, ‘If we compare
foday's Russian foreign policy with the
Soviet one, the former comes off a los-
er on one fundamentalissue. We have
no vision for the future. We can't offer
anything to anyone’ [4].

In fact, not only the concept is
missing. There are no longer any for-
eign policy partners or friends. After
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6abse, BeHecyeaa. HOBUMU APY3IMM
HEBAOB3I MOXYTb CTATU AKOAOXEPCHKI
pexmmm LLAP i M'aHMU. BeAbMmim nepe-
KOHAMBUI MEPEAIK AAS AEPXKABMU, KO-
TPQ NPETEHAYE HA CBITOBY (BEAMYN

CBIAOMO He AOAQIKD AO LLbOTO CMMC-
Ky Kutam, 60 BiH He po3rasade Pocito
K PIBHOMPAOBHOIO MAPTHEPA, 4 AMLLIE
BUYIKYE, KOAM 3MOXE i Ae-JpakKTO, i
Ae-tope NpubpaTtm A0 PyK TEPUTOPRIIO
Cy4acHOi Pocii Ha cxia Bia Ypaay. Le
TIALKM  MUTAHHS 4aACY | OE3HAAIMHMX
CNoAIBAHb Kpemad, LLLO, MOXKE, 4KOCb
MUHE. Kutamui, 9K BIAOMO, B TAKMX
CMPABAX HIKOAM He OYyAM CEHTMMEH-
TAABHMMU. A MPOTUCTABUTK iM POCis
HiYoro He moxe. Toxx KpeH Mocksu B
Oik MNiaHeGecHO! Ta A3il 3araAoM XoM i
MOXHA PO3rAIAQTH K MEBHY QAbTEP-
HOTUBY MPOBAAY MOAITMKM HA 3OXOAI,
MpoTe CTPATENYHO BiH CTBOPIOE AA4
Pocii peaabHy 3arpo3y. A HACMPOBAI
HE AOAQE HIHOrO HOBOrO, AAXE HEMAE
3HQYHOI PI3HMLL, AAS KOTO OyTW CUpO-
BUHHUM AOACTKOM — 3aX0AY 4M Cxoay.

3a TakMx O0BCTABMH Kpemato BApTO
3AMUCAUTUCH HOA 30XOAQMM, AKi O1 BO-
AQM 9KOCb HOPMOAIZYBAAM CUTYALLIIO 3
LLIMBIAI3OBOHMAA CBITOM. AAE LLLO MM HyeE-
MO?2 3BICHO, MOXHQ i HE 3BEPTATU YBATU
HQ (3AMBAHHS B MPECY 30BHILLHbOMOAI-
TUYHMX MPOrPAM YEPE3 HIKOMY HE BIAO-
MMX QBTOPIB HA KLLITOAT SKOrochb Metpa
AKOMOBA, B 9KMX IAETbCH MPO CUAOBE
MOBEPHEHHS TEPUTOPIM KOAMLLIHBOTO
CPCP [5]. OAHOK SKLLLO MPO AHAAOTrIY-
Hi iA€T, aAE BXE Y TAOBOABHOMY MAQHI,
e HabamkeHnn A0 Kpemas no-
AiToaor Ceprin KaparaHos [6], cTae
3PO3YMIAO, LLO TOKi myBAikauii He €
BUMAAKOBUMM. «MAHMJDECT HOBOTO
PYCCKOro doalulm3may — TAK HO3BAB
uen «tBipy KaparaHoBa pPOCIMChKMiA
ekcnept OaekcaHap Ckobos [7].

lLie OiAbLLE MUTOHb LLOAO QAEK-
BATHOCTI TUX, XTO B MOCKBI yXBAAIOE

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

the aggression against Ukraine in 2014
and the failure of the Kremlin's expec-
tations that everything would soon re-
furn fo ‘business as usual’, Russia found
itself in international isolation. Who s
left, after alle Several totalitarian-type
post-Soviet countries dependent on
Moscow in pair with Iran, Bolivia, Cuba,
North Korea, Nicaragua, Sudan, Syriqg,
Zimbabwe, and Venezuela. The re-
gimes of the Central African Repub-
lic and Myanmar may soon become
new friends. A very convincing list for a
country aspiring for global ‘greatness’!
| deliberately do not add China to
this list, because it does not consid-
er Russia an equal partner and is only
biding ifs time until it can de facto
and de jure take over the teritory of
present-day Russia east of the Urals. It
is only a matter of fime and the Krem-
lin's forlorn hopes that it might clear up
on its own. The Chinese are known for
their ruthlessness in such matters. Rus-
sia will not be able to resist. Therefore,
although Moscow’s filt towards China
and Asia in general can be seen as an
alternative to the failure of its Western
policy, it poses a real strategic threat to
Russia. In fact, it does not add anything
new because there is no real difference
between being a raw material supple-
ment for the West and for the East.

In such circumstances, the Kremlin
should consider measures that would
allow it to at least somehow normal-
ise its relations with the civilised world.
But what do we heare One could, of
course, ignore the ‘leakage’ of foreign
policy programmesin the press through
unknown authors like Pyotr Akopov,
which deal with the forcible return of
the fterritories of the former USSR [5].
When similar ideas, but on a global
scale, are expressed by Sergey Karo-
ganov, a political scientist close to the
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PiLLEHH:, MOCTAE, KOAUM YUTAEMO BU-
CAOBAIOBOHHS AEKMX BUCOKOMOCOAOB-
LiB. HampuKkAGoa, 3aCTynHWK MiHICTpGO
30KOPAOHHMX cnpas PP Ceprin Ps6-
KOB, BIAKMHYBLLUM BCi HOPMM AMMAOMO-
TMYHOI CTPUMMAHOCTI, «MO-COAAQCDOH-
CbKM) MPSIMO  305BMB: «Poccumckas
Peaepaums AOAKHA, HO MOMU B3TASA,
NEPEXOAUTb K ABYXTOEKOBOMY MOAXO-
AY: TOTAAbHOE caep>xuBaHme CLLUA no
BCEM HAMPOBAEHUAM, MOCKOAbKY MO-
amtnka CLUA rAy6oko BpaxkaebHA no
OTHOLLIEHMIO K POCCUM 1 NPOTUBOPEYMT
HALLIMM DOYHAOMEHTOABHBIM MHTEPE-
CAM. DTO NEPBAR CTOPOHA — CAEPXM-
BAHME. BTOpas CTOPOHA — 3TO AMAAOT
BbIGOPOYHbIM, BOBAEYEHME CLLUA TOABKO
MO TEM CIOXKETAM, KOTOPbIE HOM UHTE-
PECHbI, HE MO TEM CIOXKETAM, KOTOPbIE
MHTEPECHbI TOABKO MMy [1]. HE MOXHQ,
3BICHO, He 3raaatv 1 3aasm Cepria AaB-
pPOBA MpPO Te, Wwo B Pocii 3 «EBpocoto-
30M KOK C OPraHm3aLLMeEN OTHOLLIEHMI
HeT [8], a «oTHoweHus Poccum m 3a-
NaAQ CEMYAC XyXe, Yem OblAM BO BpE-
MEHO XOAOAHOM BOMHbIN [9].

FOAOCU AEFKMX POCIMCbKMX €eKC-
nepTiB, HANPUWKACQA, B. Pponosa [10],
LOAO OiAbLL MPATMATUHYHOTO MIAXOAY
AO KPQAIH MOCTPAAAHCHKOrO NPOCTORY
HQA LLbOMY TAI € PAALLIE CMTOCODOM BU-
BYEHHS AMOXKAMBOI 30BHILLHbOI PEeaKLl,
HI>XK BU3HOYEHOIO AIHIEIO MOBEAIHKM.

LLLO XK € pe3yAbTATOM TAKOT «(MYAPOIN
NOAITMKME ([...] 3aNaAHOE COOBLLLECTBO
HOYOAO MCKATb CMOCOO OTTOPOAMTLCS
oT Poccum pBom 1 norayoxe. Hy>KHO
ObIAO O4EHb MOCTAPATHCH, YTOObI TOAb-
KO 12% LBeAOB, 23% rOAAQHALEB, 26%
OputaHues, 35% Hemues U 18% ame-
PUKAOHLLEB CETrOAHA  BOCTPUHUMOAM
Poccuio no3utmeHO. Poccus nepectaeTt
ObITb AA 3AMAAQ MPEAMETOM CMOPOB
MEXAY CTOPOHHMKAMM 1 MPOTUBHMKO-
Mmu. NMoao3perHne kK Poccum CTAHOBUTCS
0Bbe AMHAOLLIMA 3AMAA OAKTOPOMY, —

Kremlin [6], it becomes clear that such
publications are not accidental. Rus-
sian expert Alexander Skobov referred
fo Karaganov's ‘work’ as a ‘manifesto
of the new Russian fascism’ [7].

Even more questions about the
sanity of decision-makers in Moscow
arise when one reads the statements
of some high-ranking officials. For ex-
ample, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov, rejecting all norms of diplo-
matic restraint, directly stated in a ram-
rod manner: ‘In my opinion, the Russian
Federation should move to a two-track
approach: total containment of the US
in all areas, since US policy is deeply
hostile towards Russia and contfradicts
our fundamental interests. This is the
first side, containment. The second side
is selective dialogue, involvement of
the United States only on those topics
that are of interest fo us, not on those
that are interesting only to them [1]. Of
course, one can't but mention Sergey
Lavrov's statements that Russia has ‘no
relations with the European Union as
an organisation’ [8], and that ‘Russia’s
relations with the West are worse than
during the Cold War’ [?].

B jﬂium BUCAITY
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L Dw
Against this background, the opinions
of some Russian experts, for instance, V.
Frolov, on a more pragmatic approach
to the post-Soviet countries are more of
a wayy of studying a possible external re-
action than a definite course of action.
What is the result of such a ‘wise’
policy? As L. Shevisova put it, ‘[...]
Western community has begun to look
for a way fo fence itself off from Rus-
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KoHcTaTye A. Lesuosa [11]. Tenep yxe
MAETbCS HE MPO «MIAO3PIAICTE), A MPO
NPAMY MPOTUAIKD.

3P03YMIAO, LLLO HO MOCTRAAFHCHKO-
MY npocTopi Pocid Ha3aBXAM BTpATU-
AQ Tpysito, MOAAOBY T YKpdiHy, a 6e3
OCTOHHBOI KOHLLEMLLIA (BIAHOBASHOI iM-
nepimn TPILLMTL MO LLBOX.

30 TOKMX OBCTABMH iU Y «30BHILL-
HbOMOAITMYHMIA  HACTYM) O3HAYAE He
BMITU OAEKBOTHO OLLIHUTU MIDKHOPOAHY
CUTYQLLtO, HE PO3YMITU MOTO PYMHIBHUX
HOCAIAKIB AAS COMOI AEPXKABM | BECTU
COMOBOMBYY MOAITUKY.

Ha T1OkmMM BMCHOBOK HALLUTOBXYE
TAKOX | 3MIHO MIAXOAIB 3AXOAY AO
NPOBAEMATMKM CAHKLLIM. BiaAOMO, LLLO
HOBITb MICAY HAMOPYTAAbHILLOrO MNo-
pYyLLUEHHS 3 60Ky MOCKBM BCIX MOX-
AMBUX HOPM MIKHAPOAHOTO MpaBQ,
LLLO MPM3BEAO A0 okynauii Kpmmy Ta
4YOCTUHM YKPAIHCbkOro AoHBacy, 3a-
XiA HE MOCMILLIAB CEPMO3HO KAPATH
Pocito. 3anpoBaAXEHI COHKLT X0y i
OyAM PENYTALIMHO HETATUMBHUMMU AAY
Kpemaq, OAHOK QX HiSK He BMAMBO-
AWM HQA MOTO MOBEAIHKY. 30XiAHI BUCO-
KOMOCOAOBLL M €KCrnepTr BM3HAIOTD,
LLLO MEeTOd COHKLLiH MOASIrAAQ B TOMY,
W,O6KN HAAICAQTH CUTHAAM, A HE 3Mi-
HUTU CUCTeMy. [TOCOA HimeyymHu B
PociiPioairep dooH Ppiy, akmn mpaLLo-
BAB TAM Yy YACMK MOYATKY POCIMCHKOT
arpecii npotM  YKpdiHM, 3a3Ha4YaE,
LLLO CAHKLT € MOAITMYHMM 3QCOBOM,
d HE KAPJOAbHUM IHCTPYMEHTOM. Ha
MOroO AYMKY, 3MIHA MOAITMYHMX 3ACAA
B AKiMCb KPQIHI HE € IXHbOK METOIO.
BOHM MAIOTb TPW LAI: 3MIHUTK MNeEB-
HY MOAITMKY, MPOOBECTU YEPBOHI AIHIT i
MPOAEMOHCTPYBATU PILLIYHICTb, KOAM
nopyLyoTb PYHAOMEHTAAbHI MPUWH-
LMW MUPHOTO CRIBXMTTA [12]. IHLIMM
HIMELbKMM  MOAITMK, AenyTar OyH-
aectary Bia CAIMH 1a i3 cepnHa 2020
POKY — KOOPAMHATOPR PeAepaAb-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

sia. It must have taken a lot of effort
tfo ensure that only 12 percent of the
Swedes, 23 percent of the Dutch, 26
percent of the British, 35 percent of
Germans, and 18 percent of Ameri-
cans today perceive Russia positive-
ly. For the West, Russia ceases to be a
vexed issue between adherents and
opponents. Suspicion of Russia is be-
coming a unifying factor for the West’
[T1]. Now it is not a question of ‘suspi-
cion’ but of direct resistance.

It is also clear that in the post-Soviet
space, Russia has lost Georgia, Mol-
dova, and Ukraine for good. What is
more, without the latter, the concept
of a ‘restored empire’ is falling apart.

In such circumstances, going on a
‘foreign policy offensive’ means not be-
ing able to adequately assess the inter-
national situation, being ignorant of its
devastating consequences for the state
itself, and pursuing a suicidal policy.

This conclusion is also prompted by
a change in the Western approach to
sanctions. It is known that even after
Moscow’s most egregious violation of
all possible international legal norms,
which resulted in the occupation of
Crimea and part of Ukrainian Donbas,
the West was in no hurry to severely
punish Russia. Though damaging for
the Kremlin's reputation, the sanctions
imposed did not affect its behaviourin
any way. Western officials and experts
admit that the purpose of the sanctions
was to send signals, not to change the
system. German Ambassador to Rus-
sia Rudiger von Fritsch, who worked
there when Russian aggression against
Ukraine broke out, believes that sanc-
tions are a political tool, not a punitive
instrument. From his standpoint, they
are not infended to change the polit-
ical framework in any country. Sanc-
fions have three goals: to change
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HOro ypsay HimewymHm Lioao Pocii,
LLeHTpaAbHOT A3il i KpaiH «CxiaHOro
naptHepcTtsay MoxanH 3aatxodod,
MOTOAXYIOYUCH i3 BMLLE3IAZHAYEHOIO
MNO3MLLIEIO LLLOAO COHKLLM, MiLLIOB iLLle
AQAI. 30KpPEMQ, BiH 309BMB, LLLO AiQ-
AOT i3 Pocieto noTpiGHMIM, a TOPTiBAS 3
HEIO — LLE IHLLUE MUTAHHS, TOX Il HE CAIA
sroptati. Came tomy CAMNH ta K. 3a-
aATXOP P 0COBUCTO MNIATPUMYIOTL Oy-
AIBHMLTBO «[iBHIYHOro motoky 2» [13].

OAHOK CUTYALLF 30 CAHKLLMHUM Ha-
NPSIMKOM APCMATUHHO 3MIHIOETLCS HE
HQ KOpMCTh Pocil. Lle nos’43aHO 3 npu-
XOAOM AO BAQAM HOBOTO [lpe3naeHTa
CLUA Ao bamaeHa, a TAKOX TUM, LLLO
3HAYHO XXOPCTKILLIMAM CTAOAO CTOBAEHHS
AO HeT 3 Boky Beawukoi bputanii, KaHa-
am, €C i HATO. ITumeTbCs, 30Kpema,
NMPO 30CTOCYBAHHS HE IHAMBIAYOAbHMX,
A CEKTOPAAbHMX, ABO TAK 3BAHMX Me-
KEABHMX COHKLLM, 8Ki 3ACQTHI LLBMAKO
30BAQTM PYMHIBHOI LLKOAM POCIMChKIN
€KOHOMILLj, a BIATAK i MOAITUYHIM CUC-
TeMi Ui€l Aep>XaBU. TexHiKo-topraMY-
Hi QCMEeKTM TAKOro KPOKY BXE AQBHO
BM3HAYEHO. TOX MOTPIOHE AMLLE MOAI-
TMYHE PiLLUEHHS, sKe BALLUMHITOH MoxXe
YXBAAUTU B OYAb-9KMM MOMEHT. KBiTHe-
Be nonepeaxeHHs CLUA 2020-ro poky
MIATPMMOAM M iHLLI COIO3HMKM.

HYum Bianosiaoe Kpemab? Tlo3ask
BIAMOBICTM HIYMM, TPOAMLIMHO BiH BU-
KOPUCTOBYE ABO IHCTOYMEHTU: Npona-
raHAY i 30ASKYBOHHS.

certain policies, to draw red lines, and
fo show determination when the fun-
damental principles of peaceful coex-
istence are breached’ [12]. Reaffirm-
ing the above position on sanctions,
another German politician, Johann
Saathoff, a member of the Bundestag
from the SPD and, from August 2020,
the Coordinator for Intersocietal Co-
operation with Russia, Central Asia
and the Eastern Partnership Countries,
went even further and stated that the
dialogue with Russia was needed and
that frade with it is was a different mat-
ter, so it should not be curtailed. That is
why the SPD and J. Saathoff personally
support, in particular, the construction
of Nord Stream-2 [13].

However, the situation with sanc-
tions is changing dramatically not in
Russia’s favour. This is due to the com-
ing to power of the new US President J.
Biden as well as a significantly tougher
attitude towards Moscow from the UK,
Canada, the EU, and NATO. Specifi-
cally, the question will be applying not
individual but sectoral, or the so-called
hellish sanctions, which can quickly
inflict destructive damage to the Rus-
sian economy and hence to Russia’s
political system. The technical and le-
gal aspects of such a step have long
been defined. Now it is just a matter
of a political decision that Washington
can make at any fime. In April 2020,
the warning made by the US was sup-
ported by other allies.

What is the Kremlin's response?
Having no proper answer, it is fradition-
ally using two instruments: propagan-
da and intimidation.

One can't but agree with the opin-
ion of A. Khots: ‘A weakening regime,
which is based only on repression
and has lost in the competition with
the West, always clings to ideological
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Baxkko He noroamntmcs 3 aAymkoto O.
Xoua: «CAQBELLMM PEXMM, KOTOPbIN
AEPXUTCA TOABKO HA PEMNPECCUIX WU
MPOUMPAA KOHKYPEHLMIO C 3ANAAOM,
BCErAQ LLEMASETCS 30 MAEOAOTHMYECKME
BOMHbI, KOK MOCAEAHEE CPEACTBO AA4
MODUMAM3ALMM  HULLLETO  OBbIBATEAS)
[14]. OB6pa3 MACTYNHOrO BOPOra, kM
OTOYMB POCIiO, BUMATAE BiA LbOTO «HM-
Lero obbiBATEANM 300YTM NPO BAACHI
npaBa, AOBPOBYT CBOET CiM'T, COLLIAAb-
Hi ©6AQra TOLLO 3aAAd «OOOPOHBLI OTe-
yecTBan. A LLLOOM AOOUTM MOro BiAbLLIE,
CAIA AY>K4E HEHABMAITM BOPOTQ.

41 HEe NepLUMM 30BACHHAM MNPOona-
FAHAM CTAE KYAbTUBYBOHHS HEHABMUCTI. Y
CTaTTi {HEHOBMCTb KOK HALMOHAABHAOS
MAED) TMCUXOAOTMHA 3apa  APYTIOHSH
mie: «B Poccum o4eHb AT KyAb-
TUMBMPOBATb HEHOBUCTb. Mbl MOCTOSH-
HO KOroO-TO HEHABUMAMM. [OCYAQPCTBO
NPOMNAraHAMPYET UCTOPUIO MPO BPO-
ra. To, 4TO AEMCTBUTEABHO KQYAETCH, U
CWABHO, — 3TO HEHCOBMUCTb U PA3bEAM-
HeHue. Y Hac KaXAbIM KeHc npesBpa-
LLLAETCS B CBSLLEHHYIO BOUHY. DTO UC-
KyCCTBEHHASI 3CKAAALUSA HEHABUCTHU.
OHa pasAauTa B Bossyxe. B aTom, Bu-
AMMO, GbIAG KAKOSA-TO BEAUKAS MAESA —
NOAAEPXUBATb HEHABUCTDbY [15].

OKPEMMM  BADKAMBMAM  HAMPIMOM
POCIMCBKOI MPOMNAraHAM €  «MOAO-
AQHHS HOMBIAbLLIOT KaATacTpodomy XX
CTOAITTS, TOBTO TE3M MPO HEOBOXIAHICTb
BiAHOBAEHHS CPCP. PeBaHLUM3M, re-
FTEMOHI3M, IMMNEPIAAIZM 3HOBY CTOAM
AOMIHOHTOIO POCIMCBKOTO MOAITUYHOTO
MMUCAEHHS. (IMNEPIAAI3ZM TA POCIMCBKA
Arpecis € MepLIo4yeproBoo npobae-
Moo Yy CBiTi [...] Mpobaema BiabLLA,
Hi>k NpocTo Yy lNyTiHi. LLe nuTaHHs imne-
PiaAICTUYHOI KYABTYPM, KA iCTOpPHY-
HO MPUTAMAHHA MOCKBI», — 3ayBAXY€E
OMEPUKAHCBbKMI  AHOAITMK  [epmaH
MipyHEP-MOAOALLMIK. B Pocii «nanye
iA€OAOTIF iIMnEepPIaAismy» [16].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

wars as a last resort to mobilise the
poor everymen' [14]. The image of
an insidious enemy around Russia re-
quires these ‘poor everymen’ to forget
about their own rights, the well-being
of their families, social benefits, etc., for
the ‘defence of the Fatherland’. And
to love it more, they should be more
hateful to the enemy.

Cultivation of hatred is, perchance,
the first task of propaganda. In her ar-
ficle Hate as a National Idea, psycholo-
gist Zara Arutyunyan writes that, ‘Russia
loves to cultivate hatred. We always
hate someone. The state is promoting
the story about the enemy. What is real-
ly being peddled, and strongly, is hatred
and separation. In our country, every
case turns into a holy war. This is an arti-
ficial escalation of hatred. It is spilled in
the air. Apparently, maintaining hatred
had some great idea behind it’ [15].

A separate important area of Rus-
sian propaganda is ‘overcoming the
greatest catastrophe’ of the 20™ cen-
tury, that is, the idea of restoring the
USSR. Revanchism, hegemonism, and
imperialism have once again become
dominant in Russian political thought.
According to American analyst Her-
man Pirchner Jr, ‘Imperialism and Rus-
sian aggression are the top problems in
the world [...] The problem is not limited
to Putin. This is a question of imperialist
culture, which is historically inherent in
Moscow'. Russia is a country where ‘the
ideology of imperialism reigns’. [16].

Admittedly, Russian propaganda
manages to successfully influence its
domestic audience. More than 80
percent of Russians have approved
of the occupation of Crimea, which
means that the billions of dollars spent
on propaganda have done the job. It
is very easy to ‘sell' any foreign policy
misadventure to such a people.
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CAia BU3HATH, LLLO POCIMCBKIM Npona-
FaHAI BAQETBCS YCMILLHO MPALOBATM 3
BHYTQILLHBOIO QYAMTOPIEID, aAXeE AKLLLO
noHaa 80% pOocCidH CXBAAMAM 3ArapOaH-
Ha Kpumy, omKe, MIAbIPAM AOACPIB, BU-
TPAYEHI HO MPOMNAryBAHHS, CMPALIKOBAAM.
TAKOMY HOCEAEHHIO AYXE AETKO «(Mpo-
AQBATMY  OYAB-SKY  30BHILLIHBOMOAITUYHY
OBOHTIOPY.

. IKOBEHKO, SKOrO 1 BXXE TyT LIMTYBOB,
303HAYAE, LLO MPEACTABHUMKM  POCiM-
CbKOI BAOAM PO3YMIIOTb  GMATPUOTU3M
UCKAIOYUTEABHO KOK YHUXKEHME APYIrUX
CTPAH M HApPOoAOB) [17]. YKPAIHA Y LbO-
MY PO3i € XPECTOMATIMHO-TIOKO30BMM
NPUKACAOM. OCb, CKOXKIMO, AO HOTO AO-
rOBOPMBCS BiLLecnikep Aep>kaymum MeTpo
ToacToM: (MPOBAEMbI YKPOMHBI Mbl OB-
CYXXAQEM MOTOMY, 4TO YKPAMHA — 3TO
yacTtb Poccum. NMpoBAaembl YKOOMHBI Mbl
obCy>KAOEeM MOTOMY, HYTO ITO TAKME XKe
PYCCKME AIOAM, HOA KOTOPbIX MOCTABM-
AU 1 AOBEAM AO KOHLLO OMPEAEAEHHbIN
OKCMEPUMEHT, KOTOPbIM HE MPOLLIEA Y
Hac. No3TOMY 3TO MHTEPECHO, HO MOM
B3rAsA» [18]. TaKi iAET BTOBKMQOYYIOTb Y rO-
AOBM POCISH Yy>XXe BMPOAOBX OAratbox
pokis. «MponaraHaa B Pocii cTtae 4yacTtu-
HOIO KYAbTYPM i, HO XXQAb, € YCILLIHOWON, —
AOXOAUTb HEBTILLHOTO BMCHOBKY [. [Mipy-
HEeP-MOAOALLIMIA [16].

OAHOK HE MEHLUE YBArM MPUAIAIE
Kpemab nponaraHAMCTCBbKIM  pOBOoTi i
npot KpaiH €C 1a HATO. AKTMBHO NPO-
LOE CAPOPMOBOHA  LUIAQ  AEPXKOBHC
MOLLMHA, 3ABAOHHS KOl — MOCAQBUTH
E€AHICTb YCEPEAMHI LMX COIO3iB, MPOTH-
CTABUTK EBPOMY AMEPULL, AEIHGOOPMY-
BATM | CTBOPUTU BUKPUBAEHY PEAABHICTb
y CYCMIAbBCTBAX KPQIH 3axoay, AecTabi-
AI3yBATK BHYTRILLHIO CUTYALLlO B HWX Ye-
pe3  [PO3MOBCIOAKEHHS HEAOCTOBIPHOI
iHdoopMALLT M NIATOMMKY BYAb-AKMX Pa-
AMKOABHMX TEYIM, AIIABHICTb KOTPMX PO3KO-
AKOE CYCMIABCTBO TOLLLO. AMLLIE OCTOHHIAM
4OCOM KOAEKTUBHMIM 3aXiA MOYOB PO3YMI-

l. Yakovenko, whom | have already
cited, notes that the Kremlin ‘under-
stands patriotism exclusively as hu-
miliation of other countries and peo-
ples’ [17]. In this respect, Ukraine is a
textbook example. For example, Vice
Speaker of the State Duma Pyotr Tol-
stoy went as far as to say: ‘We are
discussing the problems of Ukraine be-
cause Ukraine is part of Russia. We are
discussing the problems of Ukraine be-
cause its people are the same Russian
people who have been experimented
on. This experiment has been complet-
ed there, but it has not taken place in
our country. In my opinion, that is in-
teresting’ [18]. Such ideas have been
ingrained in the minds of Russians for
many years. H. Pirchner Jr concludes
that ‘propaganda in Russia is becom-
ing part of culture and, unfortunately,
a successful one af that’ [16].

«PYCCKOIro MMPA»

However, the Kremlin pays no less
attention fo propaganda against the
EU and NATO. A whole state machine
has been formed and is actively work-
ing to weaken the unity of these unions,
pit Europe against America, disinform
and distort reality in Western societies,
destabilise their domestic policies by
spreading unreliable information, sup-
port any radical movements sowing
discord in society, etc. Only recently
has the collective West become aware
of the depth of the information threat
posed by Russia and started faking
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™M TAMOUMHY IHGOOPMALLIMHOI 3arpo3n 3
©oKy PoCii T BXMBATK 3OXMCHMX 3AXO-
AiB. A LLE, 3P0O3YMIAO, BUKAMKAE BYPXAU-
BY peakuito Kpemas — BAPTO TiAbKM MO-
YUTATM CTEHOTPAMM OPUADIHFIB PEYHMLL
M3C Pocii Mapii 3axapoBoi.

IHWKMM TPAAMLIMHUM i AOBOAI Aie-
BUM IHCTPYMEHTOM Kpemas € 6aHAAb-
He 3AAAKYBOHHSA, aaxe Pocid aoci €
APYIolo SAEPHOK MOTYrolo y CBiTi. | ue
He NpOoCTo cAoBa [lyTiHO MPO rOTOB-
HICTb MOMEPTK B AEPHIM KATACTPODI
i «MOTPAMUTU AO PAIOY, O CEPMO3HE
HOPOLLLYBAHHA HOBITHIX 030pPOEHb TC
MPOBOKATMBHA MOBEAIHKA POCIMCbKMX
BIMCbKOBMKIB MOBAM3Y TEPUTOPIN KPO-
TH HATO, He Kaxy4M BXXe Npo YKPAiHy.
OYEBUAHO, TYT NMEPECAIAYIOT ABI METU:
MIACUAUTU TPAAYC «NATPIOTU3MY) BCE-
PEAMHI KPATHW TA BU3HOYUTM TOTOBHICTb
3aX0AY MEPEUNTU AO KOHKPETHMX AilA.

CKAOAQETbCS BPCPKEHHS, LLLO 3i 3Mi-
HOWO BAOAM Yy CLUA KOAEKTMBHMM 3AXiA
BiA CAIB MPO «CTypPOOBAHICTLY i «3aHENO-
KOEHICTb) ACE CTART MOAITULL PECABHOTO
CTPUMMYBAHHA TA NPOTMAII arpecii Pocil.
«CmepTb MO3Ky HATO) BUSBMAQCS AMLLIE
KPOCKMBOK, OAe OE3BIAMOBIAGABHOKD Ti-
nepboaoto — HATO noseptae cobi Ai-
AEPCbKi MO3MLLIT B MMTAHHSX 6e3neKku, i He
AMLLE B MIBHIMHOQTAQHTUYHOMY MPOCTO-
pi. MNiaTBEPAXKEHO OOOB’3KOBICTb AOTPU-
MOHH: MOAOXEHb CTATTI 5 BALLMHITOH-
CbKOTO AOTOBOPY, LLLO BIAHOBMAO AOBIDY
YyAEHIB AabgHCY. KpdiHn HATO noroamam-
Cs 30IABLLIMTM BUAQTKM HO OBOPOHY AO

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

protective measures, which, of course,
sparked a backlash from the Kremlin:
Suffice it fo read the tfranscripts of brief-
ings by Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova.

[lpE3uACHT i Ho Bcamner
HE Y4Y3CTRoRAN TIPEMAEHT biA
B omwpaske o onso | OTPaBAEHIM
HagansHore Papeling

& [epmanno

m f
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w
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Another traditional and quite effi-
cient tool of the Kremlin is banal intimi-
dation, since Russia remains the world’s
second nuclear power. And it is not just
Putin’s words about his readiness to die
in a nuclear disaster and ‘go to heav-
en’ but also the serious build-up of new
weapons and the provocative behav-
jour of the Russian military near the terri-
tories of NATO countries, not fo mention
Ukraine. There seem to be two goals: to
raise the degree of ‘paftriofism’ within
the country and determine the West's
readiness to take concrete action.

It would appear that with the
change of power in the United States,
the collective West has abandoned
the words about ‘concern’, giving rise
tfo a policy of real containment and
counteraction to Russia’s aggressive-
ness. The ‘brain death of NATO' has
furned out to be merely a beautiful
but irresponsible hyperbole. NATO s
regaining its leading position in secu-
rity issues in the North Atlantic and be-
yond, while reaffirming its obligation to
comply with the provisions of Article 5
of the Washington Treaty and restor-
ing the trust of allies. NATO countries
have consented to achieve the pre-
viously agreed defence spending of
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2% BBI1, Npo Lo BYAO AOMOBAEHO Pa-
HiLe. 3ynmHEHO BMBEAEHHS BilCbK CLLUA
3 HimMe4dmHM, a TOKOXK CKEPOBAHO X AO
MOoAbLLL | PymyHii. NocMAEHO npUCyT-
HicTe HATO B CepeasemHomy Ta Hop-
HOMY MOPSIX. 3POCAC MIATPMMKA 3 BOKY
AAbIHCY [Py3il 1 YKpaiHn. Came 3aBAIKM
mcky CLUA THATO BaaAaOCS 3MycmTh Po-
Cilo MPUMMUHUTK HEGE3MEYHY ECKAAQLLIO
HQ YKPAIHCbKO-POCIMCBKOMY KOPAOHI B
KBiTHI 2021 poKy.

Y KpeMaAi Hisk He MOXXYTb YCBIAOMM-
™ Te, Lo He Pocid, a KUtam € roAOBHUM
BUKAMKOM AA CLUA i 3aX0Ay 3CraAOM.
MPUYMHA 3PO3YMIAC: KOAM KMTA CTRIM-
KO HOPOLLLYBOB CBOI EKOHOMIYHI M'53M,
MockBO TAOK COMO LLBMAKO 1X BTPQ4O-
AQ, CTAKOHYM MNEPECIHHOIO PENOHAABHOIO
KPQIHOW. HOA3BMHOMHAO iIMMOPTO30AEX-
HICTb BiA 3AXOAY, 8K i 3AAEXHICTb Bia MO-
CTQYQHHS MOMY CBOIX EHEPrOPEeCYPCiB,
POBUTL LIKO AEPXKABY HOATO BPA3AMBOIO.
| LLOpa3y MeHL ujkasoto. Came Tomy
HO HEI pPearyiotb AGACAI CAabLLE. M.
KacbaHoB dbopmMyAtoe Lie Tak: «[...] Poc-
CU3 HE ABAIETCS Nproputetom arg Coe-
AMHEHHbIX LLITATOB BOOOLLLE B MOAMTHKE,
MOTOMY HYTO Mbl 3a MOCAEAHME 15 AeT
MNPEBPATUAMUCH ELLLE B MEHbLLIYIO CTPO-
HY, 4eM BblAM [...] Mbl C KOXKABIM FOAOM
CKYKOXMBOEMCH  ©oAbLLE, OOAbLLE,
BoabLLE. M MPOCTO NOTPSCHIBAHUE OpPY-
>KMEM HE O3HAHAET, YTO Mbl CTAHOBMMCS
MOLLIHEE, M C HAMM AOAKHBI BOAbLLIE
CYUTATLCA. DTO He TaKky [19].

3BICHO, HOBEAEHO AMLLIE AYMKM AES-
KX eKCNepTiB i MTOOAMHOKI doakT. OAHAK
i BOHM CBIAYQTb MPO TAKY TEHAEHLLjIO: MO-
CKBA HE MOXE BIAbLLIE PETAIZYBATM CBOI
30BHILLIHBOMOAITMYHI LLIAI TOK, SK XO4€E.

SKi BUCHOBKM MOXHA 3p00MTNZ

1. Micag posnaay CPCP i y1BOpeHHs
PP i 30BHILUHSA MOAITUKA €BOAIOLLIOHYBA-
AQ BiA AiGepaAbHO-MPO3aXiAHOI AO BiA-
BEPTO ArpecHBHOI. POCIs 3HOBY MOBEPHY-
AQCS AO CBOET IMMEPCLKOI CYTHOCTI.
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2 percent of their GDP. Plans to with-
draw US troops from Germany have
been frozen, and new American forc-
es have been deployed in Poland and
Romania. NATO has boosted its pres-
ence in the Mediterranean and Black
Seas, while also stepping up its sup-
port for Georgia and Ukraine. It was
thanks to the pressure exerted by the
US and NATO that Russia was forced to
stop the dangerous escalation at the
Ukrainian-Russian border in April 2021.

The Kremlin is at a loss to understand
that it is not Russia but China that is the
main challenge for the US and the West
as a whole. The reason is clear: As Chi-
na was rapidly bulking up economically,
Moscow was cutting just as fast, becom-
ing an average regional country. Russia’s
extreme import dependence on the
West, as well as dependence on sup-
plying its energy resources to the West,
makes it too vulnerable and increasingly
less interesting. That is why less and less
attention is paid o Moscow's actions.
M. Kasyanov puts it this way: ‘Palitically,
Russia is not a priority for the United States
at all, because in the last 15 years we
have become an even smaller country
than we used to be [...] We keep get-
ting more and more shriveled with each
passing year. Plain saber-ratfing does
not mean that we are becoming strong-
er and should be more reckoned with.
That is not the case’ [19].

Of course, these are only opinions
of certain experts and sporadic facts.
But even theyreveal a frend: Moscow
can no longer pursue its foreign policy
goals the way it wanfs.

What conclusions can be drawn?

1. After the demise of the USSR and the
establishment of the Russian Federation,
its foreign policy has evolved from liberal
pro-Western to openly aggressive. Russia
has returned to its imperial essence.




2. la AepXaBa He MAE OCMMUC-
A€HOI KOHL,enNuii 30BHILUHbOI MOAITH-
KU i H& MOXe 3anpoOnOHYBATH iHLUMM
KpdiHOM CBIiTy Hi4oro npuBaGAMBOro
AAfl HOCAIAYBQHHSA. (PyCCKMM Mumpy €
MPOAYKTOM 3 OOMEXEHMM APEAAOM
30CTOCYBAHHS, AO TOrO > MPOBAABHUM.
HaBitb COWO3HMKM POCIi CTOBASTBCA AO
HbOTO YMAMPA3 MIAO3PIAILLIE.

3. Pocia onuHMAQCS B i30AdUi Bia
LLUBIAI3OBAHOIO CBITY. [TDArHEHHS KOM-
MEHCYBATU LLE (CTPATETYHUM MAPTHEP-
CTBOMY» 3 KUTAEM MOPOAXYE BIAYYTHI
PU3MKM — BOHA HE 3MOXE YHUKHYTU LLLE
BiAbLLIOT 30AEXHOCTI Bia ekiHa, anetu-
TM 9KOrO, HOCAMMEPEA TEPUTOPIAABHI,
HEBMWHHO 3POCTATUMYTb.

4. Tlonpu O4EBMAHY HEAOAYTICTb i He-
CMPOMOXHICTb  KOHCPPOHTALMHOI  Mo-
ATUKU POCisi MPOAOBXYE 3AASIKYBATH i
MPOBOKYBATH 3AXiA, 30KPEMA 1 YKPAIHY.
HoBoro po3maxy HaByAd iHADOPAMALLM-
HO-MPOMNAraAHAMCTCBKA BiMHA, 9KY LS AEP-
>KOBQ BEAE MPOTH 3aX0AY. TAKA MOAITUKA
AMLLIE 300XOHyE OCTOHHLOTO AO >KOpP-
CTKMX AN Y BIAMOBIAb.

5. 3axiA NnepexoAUTb A0 MOAITUKMK
«CTpUMyBAHHAN Pocii. Lle moxe Bram-
HYTM HQO 3AMNPOBAAXKEHHS TAK 3BAHMX
NEKEAbHMUX CAHKLIM, aKi Mpu3BeAyTb
AO KPQXY TEMEPILLHBOTO MOAITUYHOTO
pexmnmy B Poci.

OTOXX MOXHQ KOHCTATYBATH, LLIO Po-
cif, 9Ka NpeTeHAYE Ha pPiBHOMNPABHY
YYOACTb Y PO3B’A3GHHI TAOGAABHUX MPO-
6AeM, HacNpABAi ONMMHUAACS HA IXHbOMY
y36i4u4i. LLe npu1poaHMi pe3yAbTaTii arpe-
CMBHOI MOAITUKM, PECABHUMA (TAYXMIA KYT)
30BHILLIHBOI MOAITUKM LLIET AEPXABM. XiGa
He mae pauii I'. 9BAIHCbKMM, AKUA 3A3HO-
yae: «[...] Poccusa oka3aAaCh CTPAHOM C
oTpuLaTeAbHOM penytaumen. CTpaHou,
KOTOPOWM HET HUKAKOTO AOBEPUA B MUPE.
M MMEHHO B 3TOM KPAX POCCUIMCKOM
AMNAOMATHM U BHELLIHEM MOAUTUKU. Mbl
COMM OTPABMAM CeB. AoxKbton [20].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

2. This state does not have a
meaningful foreign policy concept
and cannot offer anything attractive
to other countries to be a role model.
The ‘Russian world’ is a product with
a limited — and futile — range of ap-
plication. Even Russia’s allies are be-
coming more suspicious of if.

3. Russia has found itself isolated
from the civilised world. Its desire fo
compensate it by entering info a
‘strategic partnership’ with China is
fraught with serious risks: Moscow will
not be able to avoid an even greater
dependence on Beijing, whose ap-
petites, particularly for territory, will
confinue to grow.

4. Despite the apparent weak-
ness and impotence of the confron-
tational policy, Russia continues to
intimidate and provoke the West, in-
cluding Ukraine. Russia’s information
and propaganda war against the
West has taken on a new dimension.
Such a policy only encourages the
latter to retaliate.

5. The West is adopting a ‘con-
tainment’ policy towards Russia. This
may result in the imposition of the so-
called hellish sanctions that will lead
to the collapse of the current politi-
cal regime in Russia.

It can be stated that Russia, as-
piring for equal participation in re-
solving global problems, has in fact
found itself sidelined. This is a natural
result of its aggressive policy, a real
‘deadlock’ in its foreign affairs. As
G. Yavlinsky has rightfully notes, ‘[...]
Russia has turned out to be a country
with a negative reputation. A coun-
try that has no tfrust in the world. And
this is the collapse of Russian diplo-
macy and foreign policy. We have
poisoned ourselves. Poisoned with
falsehood’ [20].
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6. Y4 MOXE POCIA
CTATU AEMOKPATIEIO?

Poccuickorm BAQCTH, HO MOWM B3TASIA,
AOCTAACS MPOCTO-TAKM MAEQAAbHbIM
HAPOA, KOTOPbIM OHQ ELLE AOATO
ByAET yCreLLHO NMOAb30OBATHCH.

BAaamcAcB IHO3emLEB,
E€KOHOMICT, NyOAILMCT [1]

Lle NMTaOHHA CbOroAHi B Pocii xau-
AIOE  TIABKM  HEBEAMYKY CYCMIAbHY
royny — nNpUTOMHY ono3uuito. Haro-
AOLLIYIO — MPUTOMHY, TOMY LLLO «OMO-
3ULIg 30 BUMKAMKOMY € AMLUE 3PYu-
HUM | MPUTOAOBAHMM IHCTRPYMEHTOM
Kpemas AAg AEMOHCTPALIT «AEMO-
KpATMYHOCTIN POCil.

MeTa npuToMHoI ono3uuii B Pocii —
CNpoBYBATU 3MIHUTU CTAH pedveit. BoHa
KPUTUKYE BACAY, 3AKAMKAE | BUXOAMTb HO
MOAOYUCEABHI MPOTECTU, KOHCTATYE MO-
MPLUEHHS CUTYaLl LLLOAO MPAB AIOAMHM,
FOBOPUTb MPO KPOCIMCBKMIA GOALLIM3MY,
nMuLLEe BIAO3BM, CQMEAIDE AO CBITOBOTO
CMiBTOBAPUCTBA,  CKAGAQE  MPOrpa-
MM (MpPeKPACHOM Poccum ByayLueron
TOLWLO. e BOXAMBO, MpoOTe KPUTKUHHO
MOAO. TUTAHHS B IHLLOMY: 44 3MOXKE
OMO3MLLA LIMMM AISMMU TIAHATA MIABUOHM
HQA NPOTECT, KM 3MIHUTb BAOAY 2

MeTa pocilicbKOi BAOAU TPAAMLLIN-
HO — BTPMAMATUCSH Yy CBOIX KpicAax. Y
LbOMY PA3i HOBIP IHCTPYMEHTIB AELLLO
3MIHMBCS — AOAQAMCH LLEMEHTYBAHHS
MOAITMYHOTO MPOCTOPY i penpecii. Ae-
MOKPQATI4 BAGAI HE MOTPIOHA, AAS HEl
BOHO CTQHOBMTL Hebe3neky. Biasep-
TO, HOBITb LMHIMHO BMCAOBMB MOTASAM
Kpemasd AO MUTAHHE AEMOKPATI KO-
AMLLUHIM POAHMK POCIMCBHKOrO nNpe3u-
AeHTa Baaamcaas Cypkos: «llepeao-
3MPOBKA CBOOOAbI CMEPTEABHA  AAf
rocyacpcteay. MyTiH, 9K BiH YyBAXKAE,
HEe BIAMIHMB AE@MOKPATItO, O MOEAHAOB i
3 {MOHAPXMYECKMM APXETUMOM POC-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

6. CAN RUSSIA BECOME
A DEMOCRACY?

The Russian government, in my
opinion, got a purely perfect
people, which it will successfully
exploit for a long time to come.

—Vladislav Inozemtseyv,
an economist and a social columnist [1]

In tfoday’'s Russia, only a minor so-
cial group finds this issue alarming - the
conscious opposition. | say conscious
because the ‘on-call opposition’ is
only a convenient and hand-fed tool
for the Kremlin to demonstrate Russia’s
‘democracy’.

The goal of the conscious oppo-
sition in Russia is to fry fo change the
situation. It crificises the authorities, en-
courages people to take to the streets
for protests and takes part in them,
points fo the deterioration of the hu-
man rights situation, speaks of ‘Russian
fascism’, writes appeals, reaches out
fo the international community, drafts
programmes for the ‘beautiful Russia of
the future’, etc. This is important but not
even close to enough. The question is:
Will it be able to raise millions in protest
that will change the government?

The goal of the Russian govern-
ment is traditional - to retain power.
In the case, the toolkit is a bit different
and includes cementing the political
space and repressions. The govern-
ment does not need democracy, it
is dangerous for it. The Kremlin's view
of democracy has been frankly and
even cynically expressed by Viadislav
Surkov, a former adyviser to the Russian
president: ‘An overdose of freedom is
lethal for a state’. Surkov believes that
Putin has not abolished democracy
but combined it with the ‘monarchical
archetype of Russian rule’. ‘This arche-
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CUUCKOTO MPABAEHUM. «DTOT APXETUNM
paboTtaer. B HEM AOCTATOYHO CBO-
BOAbl U AOCTATOYHO MOPAAKAY [2].

MeTa pociicbkoro HaceAeHHs?
MpPOo LLe TPILLIKM 3TOAOM.

Omxe, 9K 6A4UTb CUTYALLIIO 3a3HAYE-
HA NPWUTOMHQA OMO3MLLIAZ

HanpukAaaa, Npo cyv4acHy Pociio A.
LLIeBuoBa muLLE: «BIACYTHICTb QAbTEP-
HOTMBM; CTPOX HACEAEHHd, WO Pocis
nosTopmTh AoAlD CPCP; mapaaisytoya
eniaAemis — Bce Le yTpuMye cTabiAb-
HicTb. LLLOMHO PO3BMTOK i1 3QrpOXKyBa-
TMME, BAQAQ MEPEBOAMTL POCilo B pe-
>KMM 3ArHMBAHHS. KOAU THUELL — HEMOE
CUA HQ OYHT i Te, LLO PO3KAOAOETHCH,
HE MOXE OBBAAUTUCH. MHUTU MOXHA
HeCcKiHYeHHO [...] Pocia [...] Hamara-
€TbCq cebe 3aMOPO3UTU B MUHYAOMY.
CAMOTHY AEPXABA, BOATY3AMBUI MOAI-
TUYHUMIM KAQC, AEMOPAAI3OBAHI BAQAC
i HOCEAEHHd, 9KE CTOMMAOCH Bia L€l
BAQAM. OCb HAOLL HMHILLHIM nem3axy [3].

MoAiBHE pPO3YMIHHS CuUTyaUii BW-
ABASE M IHLLUMIM POCIMCbKMIM eKCrneprT,
HOYKOBMM  CMiBPOOBITHMK  «University
College of London» Boanoammmp TMac-
Tyx0B: «B 2020 roAy pexmm MOKOHYMA
C AOXXHOW CTECHUTEABHOCTbIO M CTAA
AEMOHCTPATMBHO CMOKOBATh  HACU-
Ave. TpUWAC 2MOXa  «MOAMLLEMCKO-
rO 3KCKIrabuoHusman — Tenepb BCe
3A0 0043ATEABHO HAMOKA3 M C OTTS-
Xeykom. M oTpaBAEHME HABAABHOIO
B nepsyto oyepeab 06 3tom. Hacwu-
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type works. There is enough freedom
and enough order in it’ [2].

What about the goal of the Russian
population? We will come back to it a
little bit later.

So how does the conscious opposi-
tion see the situation?

Forinstance, here is what L. Shevtso-
va writes about today’s Russia: ‘Lack
of alternative; popular fear that Russia
will repeat the fate of the USSR; para-
lysing epidemic — all of this maintains
stability. As soon as development
threatens it, the authorities put Russia in
a state of decay. When you rof, there
is no strength to revolt, and that what
decomposes cannot collapse. It can
rot indefinitely [...] Russia [...] is trying to
freeze itself in the past. A lonely state, a
cowardly political class, a demoralised
government, and a population fired of
it. Such is our current landscape’ [3].

Another Russian expert, Vladimir
Pastukhov, a research associate at
the University College of London, has
a similar view of the situation: ‘In 2020,
the regime gave up false shyness and
began to demonstratively savour vi-
olence. The era of ‘police KGB-ex-
hibitionism’ has come: Now all evil
is always big and splashy. Navalny's
poisoning is primarily about that. From
something shameful, forced, used out
of necessity and on the sly, violence
has turned into a universal, outright,
and demonsirative method of public
administration [...] Sheer violence -
unbridled and unabashed - is the true
constitution of Russia in 2020’ [4].

Aforementioned A. Khots argues
that the system built under Putin will
logically lead to the collapse of Russia
because it is doomed to stagnation,
not development: ‘Putinism, which has
‘frozen’ the empire in half-life, is infui-
fively clamping down on attempts to




AV€ U3 MOCTbIAHOIO, BbIHY>XXAEHHOTO,
NMPUMEHAEMOro No HEO6XOAMMOCTHU U
MCMOATMULLKA, CTAAO YHUBEPCAAbHBIM,
OTKPOBEHHBIM U AEMOHCTPATUBHbLIM
METOAOM FOCYAAPCTBEHHOro ynpas-
AeHus [...] Tor0e HacUuAUE — HU4EM He
OrPAHUYEHHOE U HUHETO HE CTEeCHSIo-
uLeecs — BOT UCTUHHAA KOHCTUTYLUSA
Poccum o6pasua 2020 roaan [4].

Yxe 3asHavyeHun O. Xou, YBAXAE,
LLLO AOMYHMM 3QBEPLLEHHIM CUCTEMM,
nobyaoBaHoi 3a lMyTiHa, Byae Kpax Po-

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

furn a hand-picked sham parliament
info a genuine legislature (sham par-
fies into real parties, efc). The price of
such a ‘freeze’ is degradation, police
arbitrariness, persecution of oppo-
nents, blocking of any form of devel-
opment and, eventually, the inevitable
collapse of the empire’ [5]. In another
arficle, he emphasises that: ‘The fas-
cisation of Putinism and the Cold War
with the civilised world are a sign of a
historical finish line’ [4].

“Koxen 10-# pocifHuH 3a3Has TOpTYp
3 BOKy NpaBoOXOPOHHUX OpraHis”

Cii, 60 BOHQ MPMPEYEHA HA CTArHALLIKO,
A He HA PO3BMTOK: «ITyTHMHM3M, “MOA-
MOPO3MBLLIMIN"  MMMEPUMIO B  CTAAMM
MOAYPACMNAAQ, MHTYUTUBHO MNpecekaeTt
MOMbITKM  MPEBPATUTE  HAPUCOBAHHbIM
MOPAOMEHT B HACTOALLMK  (HAPUCO-
BAHHbIE MAPTUM — B PEAAbHBIE, U T.A.).
LleHoM Takon “noAMOPO3KKM” CTAOHOBUT-
C8 AErPAAALMSA, MOAMLEMLLMHA, TPAB-
A OMMOHEHTOB, OAOKMPOBKA  ALOObIX
doOpPM PA3BUTUA U — B KOHLLE KOHLLOB —
Hens3GeXHbIM pasBaA umnepumny [5]. B
iHLLIM CTOTTI BIH HOTOAOLUYE: «PALLUN3A-
LU NYTUHU3MA M XOAOAHOS BOMHA C
LLMBUAM3OBAHHBIM MUPOM — MPU3HAK
McTopuyeckoro comHuay [4].
[TMCbMEHHUK AMUTPO BUKOB 3BEPTAE
yBAry HA Te, Lo Pocis CTaAa camoaep-
>KABHOKO KPOIHOK 3 GOCOAKTHOK BAQ-
AOIO BOXAS: «[...] coBpemeHHas Poccus —

Writer Dmitriy Bykov draws atten-
fion to the fact that Russia has be-
come an autocratic country in which
the leader has absolute power: * [...]
modern Russia is indeed a coun-
fry without prospects. It has but one
prospect: to be mothballed for an in-
finitely long time [...] We now have a
total autocracy, where the parliament
is totally faux and where everything
hinges on one person’ [7].

As if making a conclusion, social
columnist O. Melnikov states: ‘Stra-
tegic collapse is on every front: in
foreign and domestic policy, mili-
tary structure and defense indusiry,
economy, science and education,
medicine and culture. The fact that
the current order is glued together by
threats, repressions, and propaganda
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AENCTBUTEABHO CTPAHA 6€3 NepPCneKTUB.
Y Hee eCTb OAHQ MepCnekTrBa — Gecko-
HEYHO AOAFO KOHCEPBMPOBATHCA [...] ¥
HAC Cen4ac CTONPOLLEHTHOE CAOMOAEP-
>XXABUE C ABCOAIOTHO GOAABLLMBBLIM NAP-
AGMEHTOM AEKOPATHUBHBIM U, B OOLLLEM,
QBCOAKTHOM 30MKHYTOCTbIO BCEX HA OA-
HoW dourypen [7].

HiBum  y3araabHiOO4M,  NyBAILMCT
OAeKCiM MeAbHMKOB KOHCTATYE: «CTpa-
TerM4eckun passaA UAET NO BCEM AU-
HUAM — BO BHELUHEeW U BHYTPEHHeu
NOAUTUKE, BOEHHOM CTPOUTEABCTBE U
OGOPOHHOM MPOMBILUAEHHOCTHU, IKO-
HOMMKE, Hayke U OGpa3OBOHUU, Me-
AVLUHE U KYAbType. TO, YTO HbIHELLIHMM
MOPAAOK CKAEEH YrpO3aMM, penpec-
CUSIMM,  MPOMAraHAOW,  CMNOCOBHO
AAUTb €0 CYLLLECTBOBAHME, HO HE MO-
XEeT AaTb CTpaHe GyayLueroy [8].

YBOOKQIKD, LLO KAPTMHA MAE AOBOAI
BE3PAAICHUM BUTAIA. 9K XXE Ha HEl pearye
«rAYOUHHBIM HOPOAN? Lle CrpOBAI LLKABO.

«B  Poccum “aemokpatmd”  UAM
“cTpaHa 6e3 XXYAMKOB M BOPOB” B KQ4e-
CTBE AOCTPOKTHOIO MAEQAO BOCMPU-
HUMAIOTCS MO3UTKMBHO, HO TOTOBHOCTM
BOpPOTbCS 30 ITOT UMAEAA HE MOPOXK-
AQIOT. BAGCTb HOPALLUMBAET ACBAEHME
HO OBLLLECTBO, MAYT MPOLLECCHI, AKAEM
BpPOCaIOT B TIOPbMbI MO MPUAYMAHHbIM
“3aceKkpeyeHHbIMU” CBUAETEAIMM MO-
BOACM — HO OBPATHOM pPedaKLUK TAK U
HeT», — CTBepAaXyeE B. [HozemueB [?].

Mpo Te, LLLO HACEAEHHS HEe MNparHe
pPearyBaTM HaO OBMEXKEHHS CBOBOAM, TO-
BOPMTb M iHLLIMM ekcnepT — AMUTpo Op-
ELLIKIH: (ECAM Tbl CMAMLLIb MOA AQBKOM, TO
M CUAM TAOM, MOA ACBKOM M XXAM, KOTAQ
Tebe BPOCHIT MOA AQBKY KOCTb OBFAOAQTD.
UAn Tbl Gopelubcs 3a cBou Npasd. AAs
3TOr0 HOAO MX OCO3HATb KOHKPETHO.
Mbi 3TO He ymeeM. Mbl KaK HaUMS ele
He HAy4YMAUCb CBOM NPCABA OCO3HABATH
KOK OCHOBY HALUEro CyLLECTBOBAHMS.
MOTOMY YTO Y HOC HET KYAbTYbl HOCTHOM

can prolong its existence but cannot
give the country a future’ [8].

The way | see it, that paints quite
a bleak picture. And how does the
‘deep people’ react to it?2 Thatisre-
ally interesting.

As V. Inozemtsev argues, ‘In Russia,
“democracy” or "a country without
crooks and thieves” are perceived pos-
itively as an abstract ideal, but they do
not generate wilingness to fight for this
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ideal. The authorities are stepping up
the pressure on society, filing lawsuits,
throwing people into prisons on the
grounds invented by “secret” witness-
es — but there is sfill no backlash’ [?].

Another expert, Dmitriy Oreshkin,
refers to people’s reluctance to react
to restrictions of liberty: ‘If you are sit-
ting under a bench, then sit there si-
lently and wait until someone throws
you a bone to suck on. Otherwise, you
are fighting for your rights. To do this,
you need to be aware of them specif-
ically. We do not know how to do that.
As a nation, we have not yet learned
to realise our rights as the basis of our
existence. The reason is that we do not
have a culture of private property. We
do not have a culture of protecting
ourrights [...]" [10].

Journalist Ksenia Kirillova makes an
interesting observation about the pop-
ular sentiment: ‘Judging from the pub-
lic mood, Russians’ resentment about
the current situation is becoming in-
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COBCTBEHHOCTM. Y HAC HET KYAbTYPbI 3C-
LLLATbI CBOMX MPAB [...]» [10].

LlikoBe CrocTepeXeHHs LLLIOAO Ha-
CTPOIB HOCEAEHHS MOACE XXYPHAAICTKO
KceHia Knpuraosa: «Cyasi MO HAPOAHBIM
HACTPOEHUSIM, HEAOBOAbLCTBO POCCHU-
fH TeKyw,en cuTyaumen npuobpera-
eT Bce 6oAee AeBbli OKPAC, YTO MO-
XEeT B YCAOBUSIX “CMYTHOIo BpeMeHH"
NPUBECTU K B3AETY NONYAIPHOCTU pa-
AUKAABHO-AEBbIX MNOMYAUCTOB GOAb-
weBMcTCcKoro ToAka. OAHOKO O4YEHb
TPyAHO cebe npeACTaBUTb, 4TOOBbI
POCCUMCKMM “TAYOUHHbIM HOPOA™ yBU-
AEA CBOMX AMAEPOB B MPEACTABUTEAAX
ambepaabHoM onnosuummy [11].

3 OrAfAy HO Le MOKA30BOK TA
BOAHOYAC >XAXAMBOIO € MO3uLLig Ba-
raTbOX POCIFH, MPO SKY BEAbMM BiA-
BepTO Hanucas 6aorep O. TOpHUI:
«PoccusiHe TeopeTHU4eCKMU roToBbl K
TAKOMY PA3BUTUIO COBBLITUIN (Nepe-
AQHI BAOAM Bia [MyTiHO AO HACTYMHM-
Ka. — ABT.), MM (yBara!l — ABT.) Bax-
Hee HMULWLEeHCKAS CTAGUABHOCTbD,
YyemM paspyleHme CTPAHbl M KaTa-
CTPOdOAd, KOTOPAs ByAET COMPOBOX-
AQTb B6e3saacTmen [12].

Y 4OMY X NPUYMHA TAKOT peAKLLi Ha-
CEAEHHS HA BIABEPTUM HACTYMN HA MOro
NPABA, TOYHILLIE X BIACYTHICTb, TQ TOTOB-
HOCTI MUPUTUCS 3i CBABIAAIM PEXMMY S

Pocincbeki ekcneptv BUMOKPEMALO-
tOTb KiAbKO OOCTOBMH.

«Poccum KAk CTPOHbl €AMHOW MOAMU-
TUMHECKOM HALMMU, KAK He GbIAO, TAK M
HeT), — 3AYBAXKYE AHAAITUK |. EMamaH [13].

Y nyTiHCbKOro peXxumy HEMA€E TAKOX
iaeonorii, cTBepaXye |. dkoBeHKo. 3oKkpe-
MQ, BiH 303HQYQE: «[...] OH HE COAEPXMUT
B ce6e MAEOAOTUIO, OH HE COAEPXXUT 06-
pasa 6yAyLLero, OH COAEPXUT B cebe
Mucpoaormio. To €CTb PA3HULIA MEXAY
MAEOAOTMEN MU MUADOAOTMEN 3OKAKOYO-
€TCH B TOM, 4TO MAEOAOTUI — 3TO 0BPa3
OYyAYLLIETO, O MMODPOAOTUS — 3TO OBPa3

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

creasingly leftist, which in the ‘time of
froubles’ may lead to an upsurge in
public support for radical left popu-
lists of the Bolshevik breed. However,
it is very difficult to conceive that the
Russian “deep people” will see repre-
sentatives of the liberal opposition as
its leaders’ [11].

Indicative and at the same fime
dreadful in this regard is the position
of many Russians, most candidly de-
scribed by blogger O. Gorny: ‘Russians
are hypothetically ready for such a
course of events [fransifion of power
from Putin to his successor]. For them
[n.b.], impoverished stability is more
important than the destruction of the
country and the catastrophe that will
accompany powerlessness’ [12].

What is the reason for such a pub-
lic reaction — or, more precisely, lack
thereof —to the open onslaught against
people’srights and for wilingness to ac-
cept the arbitrariness of the regime?

Russian experts highlight several cir-
cumstances.

According to I. Eidman, ‘Russia does
not exist and has ever existed as a
country of a single political nation’ [13].

In addition, I. Yakovenko contends
that Putin’s regime has no ideology:
‘[...] it has neither an ideology nor an
image of the future; instead, it has a
mythology. In other words, the differ-
ence between ideology and mythol-
ogy is that ideology is an image of the
future, whereas mythology is an image
of the past. As we can see, mythology
replaces ideology quite well’ [14].

On the other hand, there is impe-
rialism that has permeated all of Rus-
sian society and even the leaders of
the ‘liberal opposition’. As noted by
Vadim Zaydman, ‘[...] as much as Na-
valny and his followers assure us and
the Western political establishment
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MPOLLUAOTO. M BOT MUMAOOAOTUS BMOAHE
30MEHSIET MAEOAOTHION [14].

3 iHWOoro BokKy, € iMnepcbKiCTb, 9Ka
MPOCIKACQ BCE POCIMCbKE CYCMIAbCTBO i
HQBITb AIAEPIB «AIDEPAABHOT OMO3MLLN. Ba-
AMM 3AMAMOH 3ayBaXKyeE: «[...] Mmnep-
CTBO HE AEYMTCH, ObIBLLMX MMMEPLIEB, KAK
M ObIBLLIMX YEKMCTOB, HE ObIBAET — CKOAb-
KO ©Obl HOBOABHbIM M €MO AMOAOTETbI HM
YBEPSIAM HAC M 30MAAHbIN MOAUTUHECKMIN
NCTEDAMLLIMEHT, 4TO OH UIKMA B cebe
MMMNEPCTBO M HALMOHOAM3IM) [15].

OAHOK € LwWe TAMOLQa MNpUYMHA.
laeTbCcs NpoO NEBHI TPOAMLII HapoAy.
OCb LLLO MULLYTb ANPO LLE POCIMCbKI KAO-
CUKM | Cy4OCHI QBTOPM.

Makcrm FopbKuM (Onaekcin
MNewkos) vy crTarmmi «O pycckom
KPECTbIHCTBEN, LLLO BUMLLIAG 1922 pOKy
B BepAiHi, aae HIKOAM He ByAaa onyOAi-
koBaHa B CPCP, HOBOAMTL LLIKQBI MOTrO
pucu. bepyin A0 yBarm Te, WO Pocis
HA MoYATKy XX CTOAITTS BYAQ MepEeEBOX-
HO CiAbCbKOK KPQOIHOK, MOXHAO B Li-
AOMY EKCTPAMOAKBATU TAKI OLHKM HA
nepeBAXXHY BIAbLLICTb CyCniAbCTBA, 60
i POBITHUYMIM KAQC PEKPYTYBOBCH 3 TOTO
K POCIMCBKOrO CEAAHCTBA.

Ha Aymky M. Topbkoro, pocincbkui
CEeASIHUH — TOOTO HOPOA — NEPEKOHAHUA
(B 3AKOHHOCTU GecnpaBsusi, B 300AOTHYeE-
CKOM eCTEeCTBEHHOCTU aHapxusman. «B
PYCCKOM KPECTbIHMHE KAK Obl eLle He
MUIKUT MHCTUHKT KOYEBHMKA, OH CMOTPMT
HQ TPYA NAXAPA KOK HO MPOKAATUE Boxbe
1 OoAeeT "OXOToM K NepemeHe mecT”.
Y Hero moYytm OTCYTCTBYET — BO BCIKOM
CAY4QE, O4eHb CAQBO PA3BUTO — BOEBOE
XKEAQHME  YKPEMUTLCA HA  M3BPAHHOM
TOYKE M BAMSTb HO OKPY>KQIOLLLYIO CPEAY
B CBOMX MHTEPECAX [...]n.

CrneundoiyHe CBITOOAYEHHS POCIsH
TA IXHIO MOBEAIHKY MUCbMEHHMK MOB'g-
3yE 3 BEAMYE3HOIO TepuTopieto Pocii,

that he has given up every vestige of
imperialism and nationalism, imperial-
ism is incurable; once a chekist, always
a chekist, once an imperialist, always
an imperialist’ [15].

However, there is a deeper rea-
son fo be found in certain traditions
of the people. Here is what both Rus-
sian classics and modern authors
have written about it.

In his arficle On the Russian Peas-
anfry, which came out in Berlin in 1922
but was never published in the USSR,
Maxim Gorky (Aleksey Peshkov) pro-
vides some interesting characteristics.
Given thatin the early 20" century Rus-
sia was a predominantly rural country,
his assessment can generally be ex-
frapolated to the vast majority of so-
ciety, since the working class was also
recruited from the Russian peasantry.

M. Gorky believed that the Russian
peasant-i.e.the people —is convinced
‘of the legitimacy of lawlessness, of the
zoological naturalness of anarchism’.
‘It would seem that the nomadic in-
stinct in the Russian peasant has not
yet died out; he sees the work of the
plowman as a God's curse and suffers
from ‘wanderlust’. He has almost no -
at any rate, a very poorly developed —
fighting desire to get a foothold at the
chosen point and influence the envi-
ronment in his interests [...]".

M. Gorky argued that the specif-
ic worldview of Russians and their be-
haviour stemmed from the vastness of
Russian territory, which allowed them to
flee from the state and live in isolation
from social processes for centuries. He
shared the opinion of Ukrainian histori-
an Mykola Kostomarov, whom he for
some reason called Russian, that ‘op-
position to the state existed in the peo-
ple, but because of too vast geograph-
ical space it was expressed by fleeing
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LLLO AO3BOASAO M TIKQTUK BIiA ACPXOBM i
>KMUTU BIAIDBAHO BiA CYCMIAbHMX MpoLLe-
CiB YNPOAOBX LLAMX CTOAITb. BiH moro-
AXKYETBCH 3 AYMKOIO YKPOTHCHKOrO ic-
TOPMKA MMKOAM KOCTOMOPOBA, 9KOrO,
LLLOMNPOBAQ, YOMYCb HQA3MBAE POCIM-
CbKMM, LLLO «OMMO3MLMA MPOTUB TOCY-
AQPCTBA CYLLLECTBOBOAQ B HOPOAE, HO,
Mo MPUYMHE CAMLLKOM BOABLLIOTO reo-
rpadoM4ecKoro MpPOCTPAHCTBA, OHA
BBIDODKOAQCH OErcTBOM, YAOAEHMEM
OT TArOCTEM, KOTOPbIE HOAQrAAO FOCY-
AQPCTBO HA HAPOA, O HE AEATEAbHbIM
MPOTUBOAENCTBMEM, HE BOPLOOMY.
MPoAOBXYIOHM  LLIO  AYMKY, M.
fopbkuit  3a3HOYAE:  «be3rpaHmMyHas
MAOCKOCTb, HO KOTOPOW TECHO CIpyAU-
AMCb AEPEBAHHBIE, KPbITbIE COAOMOM
AEPEBHU, UMEET JAOBMTOE CBOMCTBO
OMyCTOLLATb 4EAOBEKQA, BbICACHIBATH
€ro XXEAQHMS. BbIMAET KPEeCTbiHWH 30
MPEAEAbI AEPEBHM, MOCMOTPUT B My-
CTOTYy BOKPYF HEro, u 4Yepes HEeKOTO-
pO€E BPEMS HyBCTBYET, YTO 3TA MyCTOTA
BAMAQCH B AYLLlY eMy. HUrae BOKPYr He
BUMAHO MPOYHbBIX CAEAOB TPYAQ M TBOP-
4eCTBA. YCAAbObI MOMELLIMKOBZ HO mx
MOAO, M B HUX XXMBYT BpAr. fopoaa?
HO OHW — AGAEKO M HE MHOTUM KYAb-
TYPHO 3HAOYUTEABHEE AEPEBHU. BOK-
pyr — 6eCKpPAMHSIA PABHMHA, O B LLEHTPE
€€ — HUYTOXHbIM, MOAEHBKMM YeAOBE-
4yeK, OPOLLEHHbIM HO 3Ty CKYYHYIO 3EM-
AO AAS KATOPXKHOTO TpyAd. M yeAoBek
HOCBILLLOETCS 4YYBCTBOM OE3pA3AMYMY,
yOMBAKOLLIMM  CMNOCODBHOCTb  AYMQTb,
MOMHUTb MEPEXKMTOE, BbIDABATLIBATHL M3
OnMbITA CBOETO Maeu! MCTOpUK pyccKom
KYABTYPbI, XOPOKTEPU3YS KPECTbAHCTBO,
CKQA3aA O HEM: "MHOXeCTBO CyeBepum
M HUKAKMX MAEN™ . LLUTYI04M HEHO3BAHO-
ro iIHO3eML, 9KMM BUBYOB XKUTTA POCIsH,
QBTOP MOTOAXKYETHCH 3 MOTO BUCHOBKOM:
«Y 3TOro HApPOAQ HEeT UCTOPUHECKOM

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

and escape from the burdens imposed
by the state on the people, rather than
by active resistance or struggle’.

Taking this idea further, M. Gorky
noted: ‘The boundless plane on which
the wooden and thatched villages are
closely huddled together has the poi-
sonous property of eviscerating men
and sucking out his desires. The peas-
ant goes outside the village, looks info
the emptiness around him, and after a
while he feels that this emptiness has
flowed into his soul. Nowhere around
can you see lasting fraces of work and
creativity. Manors of landlords2 They
are few and far between, and enemies
live in them. Cities¢ They are far away
and not much more culturally sophisti-
cated than the village. All around is an
endless plain, and in its centre there
is a pathetic little man, thrown on this
boring land for hard labour. The manis
safurated with a sense of indifference
that kills his ability to think, remem-
ber his life, and develop ideas from
his experience! Characterising the
peasantry, a historian of Russian cul-
fure said: ‘Many superstitions and no
ideas’. Citing an unnamed foreigner
who studied the lives of Russians, the
author agreed with his conclusion:
‘This people has no historical memory.
It does not know its past and does not
even seem eager to know it’.

M. Gorky considered cruelty to be
another defining feature of Russians:
‘I think that Russians have a unique
sense of particular cruelty in the
same way the English have a unique
sense of humor: a cold sort of cruel-
ty that seeks to explore the limits of
human resistance to suffering and to
study the persistence of life. One can
sense a diabolical refinement in Rus-
sian cruelty; there is something quite
subfle and refined about it'.
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namatu. OH He 3HAET CBOE MPOLLAOE
M AOKE KAK BYATO HE XOYET 3HATL Ero.

IHLLOIO BUSHAYAABHOIO PUCOIO POCi-
AH M. Fopbkuii yBaXA€E XXOPCTOKICTb:
(94 AYMAIO, 4TO PYCCKOMY HAPOAY
MCKAIOYUTEABHO — TAK XKE MCKAIOYUTEAb-
HO, KOK QHFAMYOHWHY YYBCTBO IOMO-
PA — CBOMCTBEHHO YYBCTBO OCOBEHHOM
XKECTOKOCTU, XACAHOKPOBHOM M KAK
Obl UCMbITBIBAIOLLLEN MPEAEAbI HEAOBE-
4eCKOoro TepneHms K 60AM, KAk Obl M3y-
YOIOLLLEM LLEMKOCTb, CTOMKOCTb XKM3HM.
B pyccKoM >XeCTOKOCTM YyBCTBYETCH
AbABOABCKQOS M3OLLPEHHOCTb, B HEeM
€CTb HEYTO TOHKOE, M3bICKAHHOE.

Ha oCHOBI BAOCHMX CMOCTEPEXEHD
OBTOP AOXOAMTb BMCHOBKY, LLLO POCIH-
CbKA XXOPCTOKICTb HE € BMUSIBOM CO-
AU3MY OoKpemux ocib. Hacnpasai — ue
cycniAbHaO Hopma: «Ecam 6 doakThl
XKECTOKOCTU  ABAJAMChH  BbIDCDKEHUEM
M3BPALLLEHHOM MCUXOAOTUM EAMHULL — O
HUX MOXXHO ObIAO HE FTOBOPMTb, B 3TOM
CAYy4OE OHWM MATEPUAA MCUXMATPA,
He OblTonMcaTteAs. Ho 9 Mameto B BUAY
TOABKO KOAAEKTMBHbIE 300ABbI MYKAMM
4EeAOBEKAY. 3A4iNAtoYM TEMY XXOPCTO-
KOCTI MiA 4OC «PEBOAIOLLN, O dOaKTMY-
HO — TPOMOAIHCBKOI BiMHKM B POCii, 9Ky
PO3B'30AM  OIABLLOBMKM M. TOPbKMIA
KOHCTaTyE: tKecTokocTb hopm peBo-
AIOLUU i OOBACHSIO UCKAIOHUTEABHOM
XXE€CTOKOCTbIO PYCCKOFO HapoAQ).

He HOATO KOMNAIMEHTApPHO aBTOp
OMNUCYE U OCBITHIN piBeHb POCisH, iXHi
3AIGHOCTI AO QHAAI3y MOAIN, AiHOLL.
BiH, 30Kkpema, 3asHa4ae: «[...] pycc-
KW KPEeCTbiIHMH [...] YeAoBek Gesrpa-
MOTHbIN M HE MPMBbIKLLIMIA MbICAMUTD |[...]
D10 — CpPEAd MOAYAMKMX AloAEN. [...]
BCS PYCCKOS MHTEAAMIEHLIMA, MYXKE-
CTBEHHO MbITOBLUAACSH MOAHSATb HO HOIM
TKEABIN PYCCKMIM HAOPOA, AEHMBO, HE-
PAAMBO M BECTAAQHHO AEXOBLLMIM HA

Based on his own observations, the
author concluded that Russian cruelty
was not a manifestation of the sadism
of certain individuals. In reality, it was a
social norm: ‘If such acts of cruelty were
the expression of the perverse psychol-
ogy of a few individuals, they would
not concern us here; they would be
material for the psychiatrist rather than
for the historian. But | am concerned
here with human suffering as a collec-
five entertainment’. Touching upon the
topic of cruelty during the ‘revolution’,
and in fact a civil war in Russia that was
unleashed by the Bolsheviks, M. Gorky
states: ‘I explain the cruelty of revolu-
tionary forms by the exceptional cruel-
ty of the Russian people’.

Similarly, the author described the
educational level of Russians, their abil-
ity to analyse events, and laziness in a
not really approving tone. In particular,
he noted: ‘[...] the Russian peasant [...]
is an illiterate person not accustomed
to thinking [...] This is an environment of
semi-savage people. [...] The whole of
the Russian infelligentsia [...] has man-
fully attempted fo set on its feet the
ponderous Russian people, lying lazily,
negligently, and lucklessly on its soil —
the whole intelligentsia is a historical
victim of a people vegetating on a fab-
ulously rich land on which it managed
to live astonishingly poorly. [...] Talking
with believing peasants, looking closely
at the life of various sects, | saw first of all
an organic, blind distrust in the search
for thought, in its work, | observed a
state of mind that should be called
skepticism born of ignorance’.

M. Gorky also took nofice of the
moral virtues of Russians: “Yes, the
Russian peasant has not distinguished
himself with benevolence. It can be
said of him that he is not spiteful: He
remembers neither the evil he does
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CBOEW 3EMAE, — BCA UHTEAAUTE€HLMUSA
ABASIETCA XXEpPTBOW MCTOPUM NpPO3f-
6aHUs HOPOAQ, KOTOPbIA YXMTPMUACSH
YXXUTb U3YMUTEABHO HULLLEHCKU HA 3eM-
A€, CKQa304HO 6oraToi. [...] beceays ¢
BEPYIOLLIMMM KPECTBAHAMM, MPUCMO-
TPUBAACH K XXM3HM PA3AMYHBIX CEKT,
BUAEA MPEXAE BCErO OPraHmyeckoe,
CAEMOE HeaOoBEPUE K MOMCKAM MbIC-
AM, K ee paboTte, HABAIOAGA YMO-
HOCTPOEHME, KOTOPOE CAEAYET HA3-
BATb CKENTULLU3MOM HEBEXECTBA.

He 3aAmLumB 6e3 yBarn M. TopbkuMi
i MOPQABbHIi LLHOTM pPOCifH: «AQ, 4em
APYIMM, O BEAMKOAYLLIMEM PYCCKUM
KPECTbAHWH HEe OTAMYaeTcs. [Mpo Hero
MOXHO CKQ3ATb, YTO OH HE 3AOMAMITEH:
OH HE MOMHUT 3AQ, TBOPUMOTO MM CO-
MMM, AQ, KCTATKU, HE MOMHMUT 1 AODPQ,
COAESAHHOTO B €r0 MOAb3Y ARYTMMY [16].

OcCb TOKO AELLO HEOYIKYBAHA BiA-
BEPTICTb 3HABLLA POCIMCBKMX AYLLI.

Hauve MiAXOMAKOOYM ectadbe-
Ty, IHWMK POCIMCbKMM  MUCbMEHHMK
MukoAaa HiKyAiH HOMMCAOB, YBOXKALO,
CTPALLIHI CAOBQA MPO MAMBYTHE BiaCe-
AEKTOBAHOTO APYrot CBITOBOI BiMHOIO
POCIMCBbKOro Hapoay: «LAo raynoe,
OECCMBICAEHHOE  YOUMCTBO  HALLIMX
COAAQT. HOAO AYMOQTb, 3TA CEAEKLMY
PYCCKOro HOpoAQ — Bomba 3amea-
AEHHOrO AEWCTBMSA: OHA B3OPBETCS Ye-
pPEe3 HECKOABKO MOKOAEHMM, B XXI 1AM
XXl Beke, koraa oTO6paHHAs U B3Ae-
A€fiHHAas GOAbLUEBMKAOMM MaAcCcCa no-
AOHKOB MOPOAMUT HOBbI€ MOKOAEHMUSA
cebe noAoGHbIX» [17].

BeAbMU BOAIOHMMUM PUCAMM HOAI-
ASIOTb  CBOIX CMIBBITYM3HUKIB | CY4YQCHI
POCIMCbKI  AOCAIAHMKM  «3ArAAOQHYHOM
PYCCKOM AYLLIM).

My6aiumcT M. MatBees nuwe npo
(XOPOLLIO BCEM M3BECTHbIE CO BPEMEH
MywkMHa Ka4ecTBA POCCHUCKOrO

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

nor the good done by others in his
favour’ [16].

This is a somewhat unexpected
frankness from a connoisseur of
Russian souls.

As if picking up the baton, anoth-
er Russian writer Nikolai Nikulin wrote
what | would call dreadful words
about the future of the Russian peo-
ple culled by World War II: ‘That was
a stupid, senseless murder of our sol-
diers. | should imagine that this selec-
fion of the Russian people is a time
bomb: It will explode in a few genera-
fions, in the 215" or 22" century, when
the mass of scum culled and nurtured
by the Bolsheviks gives birth to new
generations of their own kind’ [17]

Modern Russian researchers of the
‘mysterious Russian soul’ also endow
their compatriotfs with very painful fraits.

Social columnist P. Matveyev writes
about ‘the well-known qualities of the
Russian people since Pushkin’s time:
laziness, lack of curiosity, reluctance
fo engage in self-education as well as
a constant proclivity to dishonor and
treachery. These disgusting qualities
are the main impediment on his way
to self-improvement and the emer-
gence of a sense of personal responsi-
bility for everything that happens, with
itself and around it’ [18].

Anfton Orekh, a columnist for the
Echo of Moscow radio station, points
out that Russia is inhabited by ‘[...]
millions of crass, ignorant people,
people with a lot of fears and great
distrust of everything’ [19].

Analyst V. Pastukhov offers a non-triv-
ial view of the role of the Russian people
in the current internal political process-
es. His analysis of modern Russia allows
us to better grasp the depth of the crisis
and, at the same fime, the impasse in
which this country has found itself.
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HAPOAd — A€HOCTb, OTCYTCTBUE AlO-
60nbITCTBA, HEXEAQHWe 3aHMMATb-
ca camoob6pdasoBaHMemM. A Takxke
HEU3MEHHYIO CKAOHHOCTb K 6Gecue-
CTUIO U HEU3IMEHHYIO Xe FOTOBHOCTb
K MPEeAATEeAbCTBY. DT OMEP3UTEAb-
Hble KQ4eCTBA M ABAAMOTCH TACBHbIM
NPENSTCTBMEM HO €ro MyTh K CAOMOCO-
BEPLLIEHCTBOBAHMIO. POBHO M K BO3HMK-
HOBEHMIO YYBCTBA AMYHOM OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTM 30 BCE MPOMCXOAILLEE — U C
HUM COMUM, 1 BOKPYT Heron [18].
Oragaa4 POAIOCTOHLLIT ((C) (e}
Mocksbly AHTOH Opex 3BepTAE yBAry
Ha Te, Lo B Pocii«[...] X)XKMBYT MUAAUOHDI
APEMYYUX, HEBEXECTBEHHbIX AIOAEH,
AIOAEN C Ky4YeW CTPAXOB M GOAbLUMM
HEeAOBEPUEM KO BCcemyn [19].
HeTpUMBIAAbHWI MOTASA HO POAb PO-
CIMCbKOTO HAPOAY B TEMEPILLHIX BHY-
TRILLUHBbOMOAITUYHMX MPOLLECAX BUCAOB-
AIOE AHAAITUK B. MacTyxoB. Moro aHaAi3
CY4YQCHOI Pocii Aa€ 3mory kpalle 3po-
3YMITU TAMOMHY KPU3K | BOAHOYAC Be3s-
BMXOAI, B 9K OMMHMACQCS LA KPATHA.
30Kpemda, BiH HArOAOLLIYE, LLO PO3-
MOBM MPO AKYCb HOBY iHLLIY Pociio — 6e3-
3MICTOBHI. Ha Moro aymky, Pocis axx Hisk
HE 3MIHUMAQCS MOPIBHAHO 3 MMHYAMM Ai-
TEPATYPHUM il CAPUHHATTIM. TenepiLuHs
Pocig € Takoto, 9K i paHiLLEe, TOBTO HE3MIH-
Hoto. «[...] oHa (Pocis. — ABT.) ocTaAach
HQ CBOeHl npuBblMHOM opbuTte. MyTu-
HU3M — 3TO U eCTb IMeAUAHHas Poccusy,
Poccus kak oHa ecTb (La Russia com’'e),
OT KOTOPOM AO AHO CTOABKO XK€, CKOAb-
KO M AO MOBEPXHOCTH)).
B. MNacTtyxoB CTABUTb MUTAHHA: HOMY
XK TOK CTAAOCA? | AQE, BBOXAIO, LLIKABY
BIAMOBiAb. EKCNEPT AOBOAMTH, LLLO NPU-
YMHOIO He3MIHHOCTI Pocii € ii HapoaA.
Paalle TGO MOro BEAMYE3HA YACTMHQ,
KOTPA XKMBE 30 BIKOBUMM 30CKOPYOAM-
MU YIBAEHHAMM MNPO CBIT, He BaXae

In particular, V. Pastukhov empha-
sises that talks about a new Russia are
meaningless. In his opinion, Russia has
not changed at all compared to its
past literary perception. Today's Rus-
sia is sfill the same, unchanged. ‘[...] It
[Russia] has remained in its usual orbit.
Putinism is ‘median Russia’, Russia as it
is (La Russia com’e), which is as far from
the bottom as it is from the surface’.

V. Pastukhov asks the question:
Why has this happened? He then
goes on to give what | would call an
interesting answer. The expert argues
that the reason for Russia’s invariabili-
ty is its people. Rather, a large part of
it, which lives by age-old hidebound
notions of the world, does not want
to change, and sees only enemies
around. This is what ensures the stabil-
ity of the regimes that have ruled Rus-
sia for centuries.

Speaking about foday's Russiq,
V. Pastukhov points out that ‘the main
component of the system ensuring its
stability was the “insoluble” large clus-
ter of everymen. It is the existence in
Russia of such a large rudimentary so-
cial formation, not subject to the de-
structive influence of ‘ideologies’, that
has become the unbearable burden,
which time and again prevents Russia
from leaving its traditional historical or-
bit. This time, it has done it again. The
thrust of the Russian intelligentsia (the
notorious 14 percent) was simply not
enough to bring such a monstrosity
into a higher orbit. The fact that Putin
and the clans he has consolidated
have clung to this monstrosity is anoth-
er matter. If it were not for him, there
would be someone else. And there will
be more if this massive block of “social
permafrost” remains unmelted'.
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3MIHIOBATUCS | ©AYUTb HOBKPYIM AMLLIE
Boporis. Came Le i 3abe3nevye Cro-
BIABHICTb TUM PEXMMAM, FKi KEPYIOTb
Pocieto BNpOAOBX CTOAITh.

[oBopa4M NpO PoCito CbOroaHi, B.
MNacTyxOB yKA3y€E HA T€, LLLO (TACBHBIM
KOMMOHEHTOM CHUCTEMbI, obecne4u-
BAIOLLUM €€ YCTOMYUMBOCTb, OKA3AACH
“HepacTBOPUMbIN” OGLLUMPHbIM OBbIBA-
TEeAbCKUI KAACTEp. VIMEHHO HaAmume
B Poccun CTOAb KPYMHOrO pyAMMEH-
TAPHOrO COUMAABHOTO OBPA30BAHMS,
HE MOABEP>KEHHOTO PA3PYLLUMTEABHOMY
BAMAHMIO “MAEOAOTMIM", CTAAO TEM HEMO-
ABEMHBIM TPY30M, KOTOPbIM 30 PA3OM
pa3 MmeLluaeTr Poccum ymmm Co CBOEM
TPAAMUMOHHOM MCTOPUHECKOM OPOUTLI.
MNMoMELLIAA 1 HO 3TOT PA3. Tarm PyCCKOM
MHTEAAUTEHLLM (MPECAOBYTHIX 14%) DAe-
MEHTOPHO HE XBATWMAO, Y4TOOBbI BbIBECTU
HQ ©OAE€E BbICOKYIO OPOMUTY TAKYIO MO-
XMHY. A TO, YTO K MOXMHE 3TOM MpumLLe-
MMACS TIYTMH M KOHCOAMAMPOBAHHbIE
MM KAQHbI — 3TO Y>KE BTOPOM BOMPOC.
He 6bIAO Obl ero, BblA Obl KTO-TO APYrOM.
U GyaeT ewe, eCAM 3TA MACCHUBHAS
rAbi6a “COUMAAbHON MepP3AOTbI” OCTa-
HeTCS HepPACTONAEHHOM).

Onmc UJ€T «COLIAABHOI MEP3AOTUY
HE BMKAMKAE B OBTOPA HIiSKOro 3AXO-
MAEHHA. 9K | MOro nomnepeAHwkum, B.
MacTyxoB BiA3HQYQE TAKI pUCK PO-
CiMCbKOTO HAPOAY, 9KMMM HABPSA M
MOXHA MMIATUCS: «CTABGUABHOCTD
NYTUHCKOIrO PEeXUMa AEPXUTCS Ha
Henpo6uBaeMoi AOSSABHOCTH O6bIBA-
TeAbCKOM Macchbl. BoT rae HacTos-
uee AHO. 3T MACCA PYKOBOACTBYET-
Cq HEe MAEIMMU, O MPEAPACCYAKOAMM.
Ee MHTEpEeCHl HE BbIXOAIT 30 MPEAEAbI
ee MeCTeykoBoro mmpka. OHa obo-
>XKAET BAACTb KOK MCTOYHMK BCEX LLE-
HUMBIX €0 BAar M OAHOBPEMEHHO
HEHOBMAMUT €€ 3a TO, 4TO 3Tn BAara

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

The author describes this ‘social
permafrost’ without any particular

admiration. Like his predecessors, V.
Pastukhov notes the features of the
Russian people, which it can hardly
be proud of: ‘The stability of Putin’s re-
gime is premised on the impenetrable

loyalty of the masses. That is where
the real bottom is. This mass is guided
not by ideas but by prejudice. Its inter-
ests do not go beyond its local world.
It adores power as the source of all
the goods it values and at the same
fime hates it because those goods
flow past it. It social ideal is to “go
from rags to riches” without changing
anything in essence. It dreams of be-
ing “on fop" and is happy when it sees
the former powers-that-be splayed
out "in the bottom”. It is greedy, vora-
cious, poorly educated, and envious.
It sees Navalny's investigations as a
club of film tours around other peo-
ple's palaces and dreams of living just
like the heroes of these investigations.
It is a tfrue demiurge of the regime, al-
though not its beneficiary’.
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TEKYT MUMO e€e. Ee CoLMaAbHbIN nae-
QOA — BbIMTK “U3 TPA3M B KHA3M™, HUYETO
HE MeHgd No cyllecTsy. OHO MmeyTa-
eT ObiTb “CBepXxy” M CHACTAMBA, KOrAC
BUAMT ObIBLLIMX CUAbHbIX MUPA CEro
PACMAQCTAHHbIMM “CHM3Y". OHO QAY-
HA, NPOXOPAMBA, MAOXO OBPA30BAHA
1 30BMUCTAMBA. OHO CMOTPUT PACCAE-
AOBCQHMA HOBOABHOTO KAK KAY® KMHO-
MNyTELLECTBUM MO YY>KMM ABOPLLOM M
MEYTAET XMUTb TAK XE, KAK repOom 3TUX
PACCAEAOBAHMM, OHA — MCTUHHBIN AE-
MMUYPT PEXMMA, XOT4 U HE CTAAQ €ro
BeHedULMapOoOMY.

AAPO LLET «MEP3AOTUN — 3rBAATOBO-
He | MepeTpaBAEHE POAIHCBKOIO CUC-
TEMOIO CEAFHCTBO, K& MIMIKPYBAAO,
MpOTE HE 3MIHMAOCHL Yy CBOIM NATPI-
QPXAAbHO-KOHCEPBATMBHIM CyTi: «KTO
Xe 3T0¢ 3TO Haw CTapblid UCTOPMU-
YeCKMA 3HAOKOMBIM — HEOAUTHUYECKOE
(naTpuapxaabHoe) KPEeCTbSHCTBO,
BBI'THOHHOE CO CBOMX HACKMXXEHHbIX
MECT, MPOBEPHYTOE Yepe3 Mmiacopyod-
KY KOAAEKTMBM3ALMM U UHAYCTPUOAM-
30UMMU, CNPEeCCOBAHHOE TFOPOAOM B
NMbIAbHO-A€ASIHYIO TAbIOY, HO coOXpdad-
HMBLUME B HENPUKOCHOBEHHOCTHU CBOM
MEHTOAAbHbIM ApXeTUN — MPArMATU3M,
OIPAHMYEHHOCTb KPYro30pa, NPEAEAb-
HO KOPOTKMM “paanyC aoBepUMa”, Npa-
BOBOWM HUTUAM3M U ARYTUED.

AOMHHMM € K MIACYMOK QBTOPC
LLLOAO MEPCNeEKTUB AIBepanizmy B PoCii.
TAKy MOXXAMBICTb BiH 3anepeudye, 60 upe-
XUM MyTUHA HE UMeeT B CBOEM reHes3u-
Ce HUKAKOro AM6epaAM3Ma U HUKOTAQ,
Aaxe nocae lytuHa, Poccua cama no
cebe Ha 3Ty cTe3lo He BepHeTCs. HeAb-
351 BEPHYTbCA TYAQ, FA€ He ObIA).

He noroAXytoumchb i3 BUMCHOBKOMM
OKPEMMUX POCIMCBKMX EKCMEPTIB LLLOAO
CXOXOCTI CY4ACHOI MOAITMYHOI CUCTe-
MM B POCIii 3 KOPNOPATMBHO-AOALLIMCT-

The core of this ‘permafrost’ is the
peasantry, raped and digested by
the Soviet system, which mimicked
others but has not changed in its pa-
triarchal and conservative essence:
‘Who is thisg This is our old historical
acquaintance: the Neolithic (patriar-
chal) peasantry, expelled from their

Ml BEPUM TIYTURY!

strongholds, passed through the fur-
nace of collectivisation and industri-
alization, pressed by the city into a
dusty ice but kept intact in its mental
archetype — pragmatism, limited out-
look, “short range of trust”, legal nihil-
ism, and others’.

The author’'s conclusion on the
prospects of liberalism in Russia is also
logical. He denies such a possibility be-
cause ‘Putin’s regime has no liberalism
in its genesis and never, even after Pu-
tin, will Russia return to this path on its
own. You can’t go back to where you
haven't been’.

Disagreeing with the conclusions of
some Russian experts on the similarity
of the modern political system in Rus-
sia with the corporate-fascist system,
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CbKoto, B. [1OCTYyX0OB 303HAYAE, LLLO HO-
CMPOBAI  «rOCYAQPCTBEHHbIM CTpPOM
OKQa3dACA He PALIM3MOM, O MOAEp-
HU3UPOBAHHbLIM KPEMOCTHUYECTBOM,
3KCMAYATUPYIOLLUM OCTATOYHYIO
KPEeCTbSHCKYIO MEHTAAbHOCTb pycCC-
Koro o6biBaTeAs. B otanyme ot eBpo-
neuckoro doawmnsma (TeNePILLHIN Aep-
>KQBHWI AQA. — ABT.), OH “no yo6biTun”
KOHBEPTUPYETCH He B AMGEpPaAU3M, d
B AUKYIO PYCCKYlo cMyTYy» [20].

MpOo LLLO LLe CBIAYMTL?

1. MpUTOMHA pociicbka AiGepaAb-
HO AYMKQ CYMHIBAETbCA B PEedAb-
HOCTi MPOBEAEHHS AEMOKPATUYHUX
3MiH y Pocii.

2. € TpY rTOAOBHiI NPUYUHM:

— HeOQXAHHS BAGAM MPOBOAUTMH
Oy Ab-9Ki AEMOKPATUYHI PEGOOPMM;

— CAQOKICTb AIDEPAABHOT OMO3MLLIT;

— BIACYTHICTb Y HOCEAEHHS npar-
HEHHS 3MIHIOBATU 3BUYHMM AAS HbO-
rO CMoCi0 XMUTTS 3 OTASAY HO OKPEMI
OCOBAMBOCTI HALLIOHOABHOI MEHTAAb-
HOCTI POCIsH.

3. Cy4OCHMH MOAITUMHUUA PEXUM Y
Pocii He Mae nepcnekTuBu. Lis Aepxxa-
BA B ii TenepiluHivM doopmi NnpupedeHa
HCO MOAQAbLLMM 30HENAA | KDOX.

BAXXKO HE MOrOAMTUCSA 3 AYMKOIO B.
MNacTtyxoBa: «Y nyTmHCKoM Poccum To-
KOM CTPATENM BbIXOAQ (3 KPU3K. — ABT.)
HET. MOAEPHM3IUPOBAHHOE KPEMOCT-
HMYECTBO — 3TO AMKOE HacuAme Oe3
KOHCTPYKTMBA. OHO CHTUMHCTUTYLIMO-
HOAbHO, HUYETO HE YKPEMASET, HO BCE,
4TO MOXHO, AOAOMBIBOET, OCTOBASAS,
B KOHLLE KOHLLOB, CTPAX U OGMOH KaK
ABE EAUHCTBEHHbIE pPEdAbHble CO-
LLMAAbHbIE CKpenbl.

U3 npaxa cobpaHo, B npax u o6pa-
TUTCSA — BOT UcTopudeckas coopmyaa
HblHELUHEW POCCUIUCKOU BAACTM) [20].

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

V. Pastukhov notes that ‘in fact' ‘the
state system is based not on fascism but
on modernised serfdom, exploiting the
remaining peasant mentality of the Rus-
sian people. In confrast to European fas-
cism [the current state system], when on
the wane, is converts not into liberalism
but into a wild Russian turmoil’ [20].

What does this tell us?

1. The conscious Russian liberal
thought doubts the reality of demo-
cratic change in Russia.

2. There are three main reasons:

- reluctance of the authorities to
carry out any democratic reforms;

- weakness of the liberal opposition;

- lack of popular desire to change
their usual way of life in view of cer-
tain features of the national mentali-
ty of Russians.

3. The current political regime in
Russia has no prospects. In its current
form, this state is doomed to further
decline and collapse.

One can't but agree with V. Pastuk-
hov's opinion: ‘Putin’s Russia does not
have such an exit strategy [from the cri-
sis]. Modernised serfdom is feral violence
bereft of consfructiveness. It is anfi-insti-
tutional, it does not buttress anything but
breaks everything within its reach, leav-
ing in its wake fear and deception as the
only two real social bonds.

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust - this
is the historical formula of the current
Russian government’ [20].
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7. LLO AAAI?

[locae HensbexHoro Kpaxa my-
TMHCKOrO  PEeXUMQa, pPecypcos
AA COXPAHEHMS umnepum y
Poccum 6oAbLLIE HE OCTAHETCS M
CTPAHA MepecTaHET CyLLEeCTBO-
BATb B HbIHELLIHMUX MPAHMLAX.

Irop KkoBeHKO,
dbirnoCOod i KyAbTYpOAOT [1]

Mia 4YOC HAMMCAHHSA LET CTATTI 9 CBI-
AOMO BpPaB AO YBAMM, 9K Y>KE 3Q3HAYAB,
AYMKM POCIMCBKMX eKCMNePTiB i MPAKTMY-
HO HEe QHOAI3YBOB MOTASAIB iXHIX YKOGIH-
CbKMX | 30XiAHMX KOAEr. BoaHo4acC, 3BiC-
HO, OMUPABCS HO MIPKYBAHHS TUX, KOTO
MOXHO 60AQM YMOBHO BIAHECTM AO
OiAbLLI-MEHLLI MPUTOMHUX Y KOHTEKCTI 1X-
HbOTO CTABAEHHS AO TEMM POCIMCKOTO

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

7. WHAT IS NEXT?

After the inevitable collapse
of Putin’s regime, Russia will no
longer have the resources to pre-
serve the empire, and the coun-
fry will cease to exist within its cur-
rent borders.

—lgor Yakovenko,
a philosopher and culturologist [1]

As has already been noted, while
writing this arficle, | consciously took
into account the opinions of Russian
experts and practically did not anao-
lyse the views of their Ukrainian and
Western colleagues. Af the same fime,
of course, | relied on the musings of
those who could be at least rough-
ly classified as more or less conscious

iMOEPIaABMY. Ha XaAb, | cepea «Aibe-
pPaAiBy Yy Pocii nepeBakHA OiAbLLICTb —
CRPABXHI IMAepLL.

OuiHKM AIBEPAABHOI, XO4 | BKPAKM AMa-
AOYMCEABHOI TO MOAOBMAMBOBOI YOCTU-
HWM POCIMCbKOrO CYCMIAbCTBA, AQIOTb,
YTIM, 3MOTY KPALLLE 3PO3YMITH TEHAEHLLI
PO3BUTKY CydACHOI Pocii. «Aibepaam
MOAIOTb PALto: HUHI Pocielo kepye BiK-
CbKOBA XYHTA — MOCTIMHI YAeHu Paaum
be3neku PP, — 3ae6iAbLLIOro cchopmoBa-
HQA 3 NPEeACTABHUKIB CUAOBUX CTPYKTYP.
Lle AELLLO MOAEPHIZOBAHA KOMis MOAITOO-
po LK KIMPC — Hiknm He oBpaHoro, npo-
T€ NPU3HOYEHOTO MPE3MAEHTOM OPIaHy,
KM Ae-JOOKTO KEPYE KPAIHOLO.

OAHOK 4Oro CMpQBAi HE BUCTOYAE
CYYOCHMAM  POCIMCBKMM  «AIBEPAATMY,
TO L& TBEPE30ro i YECHOro MOrAfAy Ha
nepcnekTmem Pocii. HOTOMICTb BOHM OXO-
Yye 3aMMAIOTLCS BIABEPTOIO {(MOHIAOBLLM-
HOIO), PI3HOMO POAY «MPISHHAMKY MPO
«MpPeKpPACcHyY PoCilo MAMBYTHBOTO», He
BAKAYM AMBUTUCS MPABAI B OMi.

A BOHQO, HO >XAAb, TipPKA. | MoAsrae
B TOMY, LLO MEepPCNeKTUB Yy L€l KpaiHu

in light of their attitude to the topic of
Russian imperialism. Regrettably, the
vast majority of ‘liberals’ in Russia are
real imperialists.

That said, assessments of the liberal,
albeit extremely small and non-influen-
fial, part of Russian society provide a
better understanding of trends in the
development of modern Russia. The
‘liberals’ are right: Russia is now ruled
by a military junta — permanent mem-
bers of the Russian Security Council —
mostly made up of security officials.
This is a somewhat modernised copy
of the Politbureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, a body led by the pres-
ident and appointed by him that de
facto runs the country.

However, what modern Russian ‘lib-
erals’ really lack is a sober and honest
view of Russia’s prospects. Instead,
they are wiling to engage in outright
‘Manilovism’, all sorts of ‘dreams’
about the ‘beautiful Russia of the fu-
ture’, refusing to face the truth.
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HACNPABAI HEMAE, FKLLIO BOHO KAPAM-
HOABHO HE 3MIiHUTb CBOEI BHYTPILLIHBOI
i 30BHILLIHBOI MOAITUKM. LLLiAMHK B iT Aep-
SKOBHOMY CDYHAGMEHTI CTAIOTb ACAQAI
TAMOLLIMMM, KOHCTPYKLLG MOYMHAE TPI-
LLLOTK MO LLBAX, O IAEOAOTIMHI (CKPEMMN)
YMMPA3 FOAOCHILLIE (CKPEMSD).

Moxxemo KoHcTaTyBaTM, Wo 2020
PiK — BM3HAYAABHMU Y PO3BUTKY POCHI,
060 B MOAITMYHOMY QACTEKTI MYTIHCbKUK
PEXUM NEpPETHYB TFOAOBHY YE€PBOHY
AiHilO, OCTATOYHO PO3MPOLLABLLMCH
HAOBITb 3 AAIO3IEI0 HO AEMOKPATIIO B PO-
CiMCbKOMY BUKOHQHHI.

«PyCCKMit MMPY, PEAITMHE MPAKOBIC-
Cs Ta «mobeAobecCien, 3aMILLAHI Ha To-
TOAbHIM MPONAraHAi, GpexHi i cTpaxy,
CAOOPMYBAAM  IAEOAOTIHHMIM  MIAMYPOK
PEXMUMY. XPOHHHA EKOHOMIYHO CTar-
HALLM, HEYYBOHA KOpynujd, OIAHICTb HO-
CEAEHHS, LLIO AEAQAI BiAbLLIE 3PDOCTAE, B
MOEAHAHHI 3 AEMOTPAdDIHHOKO KATACTPO-
doOKD, OAKOTOAIBMOM | HOPKOMAHIED
3POOUAM, LLLOHOMMEHLLIE HOMOAMMKIMAA
4OCOM, NEPCMNEKTMBU COLAABHOTO PO3-
BUTKY PoCii nprmapHumm. PerioHm i «Ho-
LLIOHOABHI» YTBOPEHHS BiAYYyBOIOTH cebe
KOAOHIiiMM MOCKBU. TOKMIM CTAH peden y
MOAQABLLIOMY 30rpOXYE TOUBOAMM MPO-
TUCTOSHHAM MK LLEHTPOM i CYB'ekTamMM
doeaepaLlii, FKOO BOHO HACMPOBAI HE
OyAQ, HE € | HOBPSA Y4 CTAHE.

ArPECHBHA  30BHILLIHA MOAITMKA  HO-
COMMNEPEA HA MOCTPOAASHCBKOMY MPO-
CTOpI Ta WoA0 kpdiH €C i HATO 3aBe-
A POCItO B TAYXMM KyT HO CBITOBIM QpeHi,
3P00OMBLLM  ADAKTUHHO  MDKHOPOAHMM
i3roeM. MOCKBY BXE HE AULLIE HE CNPUM-
MQIOTb 9K MAPTHEPQ, il BU3HAHO Be3noce-
PEAHBOIO 3ArPO3010 M YXBOAEHO PILLIEHHS
MPO 3AMNPOBAAXKEHHS LLLOAO HET (MOAITK-
KM CTPUMYBOHHM). 30AEKAQPOBAHA TO-
TOBHICTb 30XOAY AO «AIQAOTYY € PAALLE
PUTYOABHUAM TAHLLEM, HDK MPOKTUHHOK
npono3uuEtd. Y TAOBAABHOMY  BUMIPI
Pocis nepectaaa ©yM AAS HbOTO MpIO-

And the fruth, unfortunately, is bit-
ter. It lies in the fact that this couniry
really will have no prospects if it does
not radically change its domestic and
foreign policies. The cracks in its state
foundation are becoming deeper, the
structure is beginning to fall apart, and
the ideological ‘bonds’ are turning
into ‘bondage’.

It can be stated that 2020 is a de-
cisive year in Russia’'s development,
since in the political terms, Putin’s re-
gime has crossed the main red line,
bidding its final farewell even to the
allusion to democracy.

The ‘Russian world’, religious bigot-
ry, and ‘victory frenzy’, premised on to-
tal propaganda, falsehood, and fear,
have formed the ideological founda-
fion of the regime. Chronic economic
stagnation, unprecedented corrup-
tion, and growing poverty, combined
with a demographic catastrophe, al-
coholism, and substance abuse have
made the prospects for Russia’s social
development illusory, at least for the
near future. Regions and ‘natfional’
entities feel like colonies of Moscow.
This state of affairs runs the risk of turn-
ing info a prolonged confrontation
between the centfre and the entities
of the federation, which it has never
been and is unlikely to be in the future.

Aggressive foreign policy, espe-
cially in the post-Soviet space and
towards the EU and NATO countries,
has plunged Russia info a dead end
on the world stage, making it a de
facto international pariah. Not only
is Moscow no longer perceived as a
partner, it has been recognised as a
direct threat and a decision has been
made to launch a ‘containment pol-
icy' against it. The West's declared
readiness for ‘dialogue’ is more of a
rifual dance than a practical offer.
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puteTom. li micLie nocis Kutamn. €anHMM
APrYMEHT MOCKBM — FAE€PHA 306p04 i Bikt-
CbKOBO-TTOAITUYHMIA LLIGHTCK.

Lo morano 6u 60A0M TMUMYACOBO
BpATyBaTh Pocilo? 9 61 cdhopmyato-
BAB L& 9K «MOAITMKA Tpbox A»n. Boa-
HOYAC 1T HOCAIAKOM CTAHE TAK 3BAHMIA
pocitCbKUii NAPAAOKC.

laeTbCs NPO:

— AEMOKPATU3ALLilO (BIAMOBA BiA TOTO-
ANTOPU3MY BCEPEAMHI KPGIHM);

— AEKOAOHI3ALLilo (CTBOPEHHS PECAb-
HOI doeaepaLti, a He T ADOPMAABHOT TiHi,
K CbOTOAHI);

— AeimnepiaAisauiio  (MPUNMHEHHS
QArpPECHBHOI MOAITHKM Y CBiTi).

Y11 MOXKAMBMIA TOKMIM PO3BMTOK MOAIN?
BisbMy Ha ce®e CMIAMBICTb CTBEPAXKYBO-
T — Hi. LLbOro He TpanmTbCs Hi 30 Tenepilu-
HbOTO MOCKOBCBKOTO PEXUMY, Hi MICAS
Biaxoay [MyTiHa. Yomy?2 Bo Lpboro He xo4e
He AuLLe BepXiBKa KepIiBHOro KAAQcy, d 1
nepeBaXHA GiAbLLICTb HOCEeAEHHs Pocii,
SIKe 3BUKAO XXMTU COME B TAKiA CYHOACHIN
(a HacnpaBaAi — icTopu4Hii) napaamrmi
He NparHe CepMUo3HUX 3MiH.

A Tenep TPOXM MNOPAHTAIYMMO i
MPUMNYCTIMO, LLLO 3CBASKM SKIMCb YYyAO-
AIMHIM CUAI BCI LI MPOLLECH BCE XK TAKM
BiADYyAMCS. LLLO MaTUMEMO B MIACYM-
Ky2e Ha Mil1 MOTASA, TIABKM OAHE — 3HUK-
He cyTHicTb Pocii. BoHaO npocTo pos-
YUHUTBCA CamMma B COBi. bo, 9K 4 yxe
3C3HAYOB, POCIMCbKE CYCRIAbCTBO He
CNPUAMAE AEMOKPATUYHI MPUHLMNMK,
Yy HbOMYy BKOpiHEeHe imnepcbke MMC-
AEHHS. BOHO He po3yMie i, 3AaeTbcs, He
XO4e PO3YMITH, WO TAKE CAMOYNpaB-
AiHHS, 60 NoTpebye TBEPAOI PYKM)).

Omxe, Te, Lo B KPAiHAX 3 TPAAMLIMHO
€BPOMENCHKOIO  MEHTOABHICTIO  3YMOB-
AIOE PO3BMTOK | COLLIAABHMM Mporpec,
AN Pocii obepHETbCH KPOXOM. Y LbO-
MY, HO MiH MOTASIA, | MOASAFOE rOAOBHUIMA
(POCIMCbKMI NAPAAOKC). NPArHEHHs
3MiHUTH Pocilo 30 AEMOKPATUHHMMM

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

In the global dimension, Russia has
ceased o be a priority for it. Its place
has been taken by China. Moscow'’s
only argument is nuclear weapons
and politico-military blackmail.

What could save Russia, at least
temporarily? | would formulate this as
the ‘policy of three Ds'. Af the same
fime, it will result in the so-called Rus-
sian paradox.

This policy includes:

- democratisation (rejection of to-
talitarianism within the country);

- decolonisation (establishment of a
real federation, not its formal shadow,
as itis today);

- de-imperialisation (cessation of
aggressive policy in the world).

Is such a course of events possible?
I make bold to say that it isn't. This will
not happen, either under the current
Moscow's regime or after Putin's de-
parture. Whye Because not only the
top of the ruling class does not want
this but also the vast majority of the
Russian population, which is accus-
tomed to living in such a modern (and
in fact, historical) paradigm and does
not seek serious changes.

And now let’s fantasise a bit and
assume that thanks to some miracu-
lous power, all of these processes have
nevertheless happened. What will we
have in the end? In my opinion, there
will be only one thing: The essence of
Russia will disappear. It will simply dis-
solve in itself, since, as | have already
mentioned, Russian society is not re-
ceptlive to democratic principles; im-
perial thinking is rooted in it. It does not
understand and does not seem willing
to understand what self-government is,
because it needs a ‘firm hand’.

Thus, what in countries with a tradi-
fionally European mentality determines
development and social progress will
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A€KOAOMU HEBIABOPOTHO MPU3BEAE AO
3MiHM il LLIHHICHOT OCHOBU. AeMOKpPaTHY-
HQ, NPABOBA, MUPOAIOGHA AEPXABA HE
BiANOBIAQE YABAEHHSAM GiAbLLOCTI poCi-
SH. BOoHM He nparHyTb Takoi Pociil Tox
CMOAIBATMCY, LLO LA AEPXKOBA CAMO-
CTIMHO 3MIHUTBCS 3ABASKM BHYTPRILLIHBOMY
PO3BUTKY, TOBTO MPUPOAHUM EBOAIKOLLIM-
HUM LLIASIXOM, HOCMPABAI HE BAPTO, abo
XK LLbOTO AOBEAETLCS Y4EKATM BMPOAOBXK
AECHTUAITB, AKLLLO HE CTOAIT.

Y1 CBIAYMTB LIE NPO Te, Lo Pocid npwu-
pedeHa? CrparteriyHo, 6€3yMOBHO, TAK.
Y Ccy4acHoOi QBTOPUTAPHO-ArpPecUBHOI
Pocii cnpaBai € TiAbku 0AHO nepcnek-
TUBA - AErpPaAyBATU MOAITUMHO TaA
€KOHOMIYHO, HOAQAI 6YTU rTAOBGAAbHOIO
3arpo3olo, AecTabiAi3OBYyBATU AeMO-
KPATUYHUI CBIiT, BECTU BilAHM 1 OpPraHi-
30BYBATH NPOBOKALLII.

MMUTAHHS AMLLIE B TOMY, Y4 AOBFO TPMU-
BATMME LS AroHid i o pobuTHu 3 TakKolo
AEpPXXABOIO CbOrOAHi?

Baratbom TaKE COOPMYAKOBAHHS M-
TAHHS BUAOCTHCH HEMPABOMIPDHUM. AAXKE
€ KPAIHA, O TAOKOX HACEAEHHS, FKE TAM
MPOXMBAE. YCE BIPHO, AAE TiIAbKM AOTH,
MOKM LS AEPXKOBO AOTPUAMYETLCS HOPM
MIKHAPOAHOTO MPABOMOPSAKY | CIIBXMT-
9. 30 XHE MOPYLUEHHS HiMewirHa MiCAS
ApYroi CBITOBOI BikHW BYAQ MOKAPAHOLO,
MPOULLIAC ACHAUMADIKALLIKD | AEMOKPO-
TU3ALLKO M TIABKM 3TOAOM 3MOTAQ OB'€A-
HATKUCA TA MOBEPHYTUCA AO LIMBIAIBOBAHO!
CIM'T HOPOAIB (HQ BiAMIHY Bia POCII MiCAs-
BOEHHA HimewdmHa He OyAd iMnepieto i
He NoTPEBOYBAAQ LLLE OAHOTO (AE-) — BHY-
TRILLHBOI AEKOAOHI3aLI. Lle crneupdoivHa
O3HAKQO CY4OCHOI PP).

TOK COMO | CbOrOAHiILLHIO Pocilo caia
NoKApPATH 3d 3A04MHM, iKi BOHA BYMHUAC
NPOTU MDKHOPOAHOrO MUpPY i Ge3sneku,
NOPYLUEHHSA NPAB AOAUHU, MIATPUMAHHS
AVKTATOPCbKMX PEXMMIB Yy CBITi, MDK-
HAPOAHUI TEPOPU3M i HOTO CNOHCOPY-
BAHHSA, NO3ACYAOBi CTPATU 1 MOAITUYHI

go into meltdown in Russia. This, in my
opinion, is the main ‘Russian paradox’:
The desire o change Russia according
to democratic patterns will inevitably
lead to a change in its basic values. A
democratic, law-based, and peaceful
state does not correspond to the ideas
of the majority of Russians. They do not
want such a Russia! Therefore, it is not
really worth hoping that this state will
change on its own due to internal de-
velopment, i.e. by natural evolutionary
path. To see it happen, one will have
to wait for decades, if not centuries.

Does this mean that Russia s
doomed? Strategically, the answer
is a definite yes. Modern aggressive-
ly authoritarian Russia really has only
one prospect: to degrade politically
and economically, to continue to be a
global threat, to destabilise the demo-
cratic world, to wage wars, and to or-
ganise provocations.

The only question is how long will this
agony last and what to do with such a
state today?

To many, such a wording of the
question will seem wrongful. After all,
there is a country and the population
that lives there. That is correct, but only
as long as this state adheres to the
norms of intfernafional law and coex-
istence. For violating them, Germany
was punished after World War ll, under-
went denazification and democratisa-
tion, and only later was it able to unite
and return to a civilised family of na-
fions (unlike Russia, postwar Germany
was not an empire and did not need
another ‘de-' — internal decolonisati
on. This is a specific feature of modern
Russia).

Similarly, today’s Russia should be
punished for its crimes against inter-
national peace and security, human
rights abuses, support for dictatorial
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BOMBCTBQ, NPOBOKALI TA reHOUMA Ha-
BiTb CYNPOTU BAACHOIO HAPOAY TOLLLO.

MoTpiGHO AMLLE 3'9CYBATU, KOAM
i B 9KMM CNOCIO LLe MOKAPAHHS MaE
BiaABYyTUCS.

OCb MU NIAIMLLAM AO TOAOBHOTO MM-
TGHHS: YU MAE KOAEKTUBHMM 3axia no-
AITUYHY BOAIO M Y4 FTOTOBMM 3ACTOCY-
BATM il Ao Pocii?

Y MPAKTHYHIM MOAITML, 9K 30BXAM, €
ABQ BARIAHTU Aibt — M'SKMIA | KOPCTKMIA.

Mepwui y LLOMY BMMAAKY O3HOYO-
TMME 3AAULLMTM BCE FK €. AidTM HaMiB
KPOKQMM, ACAI BUCAOBAIOBATM «CTYypOO-
BAHOCTI, BBOAMTM MOAOAIEBI CAHKLI, K
He 3AQTHI 3MIHUTU PEXKUM, M OAHOHACHO
30iAbLLIYBOTM B3QEMHY TOPRTBAID TA 30-
KAMKQTHM KPEMAD 3MIHUTK CBOKO MO3MLLIO,
MPOMOHYOHM  «AIaAOD. OTKE, YHUKATH
NMPUHLLMMOBUX PiLLEHb.

MeTa TOKOI MOAITMKM  3PO3YMIAQL:
AE-CPAKTO  MIATPMMYBATU  POCIMChKY
E€KOHOMIKY B CTOHI TAMBOKOI CTarHaLji i
4yepes3 BBEAEHHS YW 3HATTA CAHKLLIM KOH-
TPOAIOBATH il PO3BUTOK, AAE AO3BOAMUTU
PEXMMY ICHYBATU AQAI. 3 EKOHOMIYHO-
ro GOKy LS NepPCneKTMBA AA KOAEKTMB-
HOro 3aX0AY € BUMAHOIO.

LLle OAHWM, iIMOBIPHO, HOMIOAOB-
HILLIMA QPTYMEHTOM HA KOPMUCTb el
AIHIl MTOBEAIHKM 30XOAY € KOHTPOABOBO-
HICTb 9AEPHUX APCEHAAIB Pocii TO He-
MOXAMBICTb IXHBOTO BUKOPMCTAHHS 6€e3
CAHKLLT MOCKBM.

OAHGK WeWn NiAXiA MAE U OYEBMA-
Hi He AOAIKM. [10309K HIKYAM HE 3HMKAE
arpecwuBHiCTb Pocii, i1 cnpo®u niaip-
BATM MDKHAPOAHI MO3MLII TO €AHICTb
3ax0AY, BTPYYQAHHS B MOTO BHYTPILLIHI
CNPAOBU, BEAEHHS AIHIT HO JDOPMAAI3O-
LLilo cdpbep BMAMBY TOLLLO. A 3BAXKAIOYM
Ha Te, WO MOCKBA TAKY MOAITKKY 30-
XOAY BBOXKAE CAQOKICTIO, MOXHA MNe-
PEADAYUTM: LU 3AOBMMCHA AISAbHICTb
Pocii LLoAO OCTAHHLOTO TiIAbKM HOBOMK-
pPATUME HOBUMX OBEPTIB.

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

regimes in the world, international ter-
rorism and its sponsorship, extrajudi-
cial executions and political assassi-
nations, provocations and genocide,
even against its own people, etc.

All'it takes is find out when and how
this punisnment should take place.

Here we come to the main question:
Does the collective West have political
will and is it ready to apply it fo Russia?

In practical politics, as always, there
are two options — the soft and the hard.

The first one in this case would
mean leaving everything as it is: faking
piecemeal measures, expressing ‘con-
cern’, imposing ineffective sanctions
that cannot change the regime while
expanding mutual trade and urg-
ing the Kremlin to change its position
by offering ‘dialogue’. Put otherwise,
avoiding fundamental decisions.

The purpose of such a policy is clear:
to de facto support the Russian econo-
my in a state of deep stagnation and to
control its development through the im-
position or lifting of sanctions, whilst allow-
ing the regime to continue to exist. From
an economic point of view, this prospect
is favourable for the collective West.

Probably the most important ar-
gument in favour of this line of West-
ern behaviour is the controllability of
Russia's nuclear arsenals and the im-
possibility of using them without Mos-
cow'’s authorisation.

However, this approach also has
obvious drawbacks, since Russia’s
aggression, its attempts to under-
mine the international position and
unity of the West, itsinterference in its
internal affairs, the pursuit of a line to
formalise spheres of influence, etc.,
are still there. And given that Mos-
cow considers such a policy of the
West a weakness, we can predict
that this malicious activity of Russia
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HacnpaBsai X Taka AiHis 3axoay GiAb-
e CXOXA HA MOAITUKY UBIAKAGAEHMX
piweHby, Aka € He6e3nevyHolo, 60 y3a-
AEXHIOE MOro BiA HenepeAGa4YAMBOCTI
Pocii i HacAiaKiB i AilA.

Te came CTOCYETLCS | MOAIM Y CaAMIM
Pocii. BO 3 OrAsAy HQ TEHAEHLLI B il MOAITMY-
HOMY | COLAABHO-EKOHOMIHHOMY >KUTTI,
BHYTPILLIHIM MOAITML, 3aXiA Y PA3i HOCTOH-
Hsl TOM JDOPC-MTXKOPY MPOCTO He Byae
AO HbOTO TOTOBMM. 9K KOAMUCH LLE TPAMnM-
AOCS Npm po3saAi CPCP.

Hacnpasai BUTAIACE, LWLO 30 CTAHOM
HAO CbOFOAHI CaOME TaKA (EBOAIOLLMHAN
AiHi noBeAiHKM 3axoay 6epe ropy. Tam,
HQ XXAAb, MOAO MOAITWKIB HO KLLITQAT Hep-
HiAAg, A€ TOAAS, Perrana 4m Tetiep. Mae-
MO 3i CYMOM KOHCTATYBOTU (3APIOHEHHS
MOAITMYHOT €AITK 30XOAY, BIACYTHICTb AlAE-
PiB, AKi 3AQTHI YXBAAIOBATM CTPATENMHI Pi-
LLEHHS. Bipto, Lo Le He Ha3aBXAM. | npu-
XIA AO BAOAM HOBOI aamiHicTpauii CLUA
NOACE AESKI HOAII.

bo € 1 iHWKMK BapiaHT Ail. BiH nepea-
Oa4aE, WO HOMBULLLE MOAITMYHE KepiB-
HULLTBO 30XOAY YXBAAMUTb PILLIEHHS LLLOAO
HEeAOLABHOCTI (4epe3 3arposy Moro
CTPATEMNYHUM  IHTEpeCaM) iCHYBAHHS
arpecuBHoI Pocii Ik rOAOBHOIO YMHHMKA
rAo6aAbHOI Hebesneku i AecTabiAisaui.

Taka onuis MAE 3yMOBUTM NOTPEOdY
3MiHUTK cpirocodpilo BIAHOCUMH MiX 3a-
X0AO0M i Pocielo — Bia 6e3nepCnekTmBHMX
Cnpob (3AAYYEHHSN OCTAHHBOI AO LIMBIAI-
30BAHOTO CBITY i AO 3AMILLLEHHS il HU3KOIO
AEPXKAB, 9Ki 34 AIEBOI MIATPMMKM 3AX0AY
MPOTAFOM KOPOTKOrO ICTOPUYHOTO Mepio-
AY YTBOPUMAM BM HAO TEPUTOPII Cy4QCHOI
POCIii KOAO HE3QAEXHMX, MMPOAIODHMX,
Be3'saepHUX CyB’'exTiB MPKHAPOAHOTO
NPABA. HOCEAEHHS HALLOHAABHMX YTBO-
pPEeHb i PEriOHIB HAPELLTI OTPUMOAO OU
LLICHC HQA MOCTYMNOBMM Nepexia AC Noby-
AOBM CYHOACHMX AEPXKAOB, MPIOPUTETOM
AKMX CTAHE EKOHOMIMHMIM PO3BUTOK i AO-
BPOBYT XUTEAIB, O HE Arpecia.

in relation to the latter will only gain
new momentum.

In reality, such a line of the West
is more of a policy of ‘deferred deci-
sions’, which is dangerous because it
depends on Russia’s unpredictability
and the consequences of its actions.

The same applies to events in Rus-
sia itself. Given the trends in the coun-
fry's political and socioeconomic life
as well as domestic policy, the West
will simply not be ready to a force ma-
jeure, in case it comes, just like it was
not ready to see the USSR collapse.

In fact, it seems that as of today,
it is this ‘evolutionary’ line of Western
behaviour that prevails. Unfortunately,
there are few politicians like Churchill,
de Gaulle, Reagan or Thatcher. Sad
as it is, the Western political elite has
grown accustomed to thinking small
and is seeing the lack of leaders able
to make strategic decisions. Hopefully,
this will not last forever. In this respect,
the coming to power of the new US
administratfion is somewhat reassuring.

For there is another course of ac-
tion. It stipulates that the supreme po-
litical leadership of the West will de-
cide on the inexpediency (because
of the threat to its strategic interests) of
the existence of aggressive Russia as
a major factor in global insecurity and
destabilisation.

Such an option should necessitate
a change in the philosophy of relations
between the West and Russia: from fu-
file attempts to ‘aftract’ the latter to
the civilised world to replacing it with
a number of states that with the ef-
fective support of the West in a short
historical period would form a circle of
independent, peaceful, non-nuclear
international legal entities. The pop-
ulation of national formations and re-
gions would finally get a chance for a
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BAaacHe, BapTto 6yAo 6 B3gTM 3Q Npu-
KAQA po3naas CPCP. AaXe XKOAHO 3 HO-
BMX MOCTRAAAHCBKMX KPAIH (301 BUHATKOM
Pocii) He pyHMHYE MIDKHOPOAHMIA MUP, HE
MOPYLUYE HOPM MIKHOPOAHOTO MPABA,
He BEAE BiMHM MPOTU CYCIAIB, KPIM BUMOA-
KiB, KOAM LLj KOHCDAIKTM CTBOPIOE MOCKBA.
MOoXHO 3 YMEBHEHICTIO MEepPeABAYMTH,
LLIO BHACAIAOK 3HMKHEHHSI 3 MOAITUYHOI
KapTU arpecuBHoi Pocii pisko 3meH-
wmnTbca (B pasu!) KiAbKicTb KOHAPAIKTIB i
AXEepeA MDKHAPOAHOTFO HAMPYXEHHS Y
CBITi. [10309K FOAOBHO META 30BHILLIHBOI
MOAITUKKM POCII — CTBOPUTM KOHADAIKTH, O
MOTIM BPATH YHACTb Y IXHBOMY (BRETYAIO-
BAHHI» HQ CBOIX YMOBOX.

Pocisa € He npocTo «lmnepieio 3aay,
a yoco6AeHHsM CaiToBoro 3Aa. LLo6um
MOro MOAOAQTH, KOAEKTUBHUI 3axXia, OK-
piM 3MiHM CBITOrASAHOI MO3ULI LLOAO
Pocii, Mae TakoX po3po6UTH NAQH KOH-
KPETHUX i KOMMAEKCHUX 30aXOAiB Npo-
TUAII PP, BKAIOYHO 3 €KOHOMIYHMUM, NO-
ANITUKO-AMMAOMOTHYHUM,  BIMCbKOBUM,
PErioHAAbHUM, HAOLLIOHAABHUM, KiGepHe-
TUYHUM, IHPOPMALLIMHUM Td IHLLMMMU He-
0OXiAHMMM CKAGAHUKAMMU. TOX MOTPIOHO
OKTMBHO  BMPOBOAXKYBATM X MPOTATOM
HacTymHmx 10-15 pokiB. 3p0O3yMiIAO, LLIO
HEe MAETbCA MPO 30CTOCYBAHHS 30pOWM-
HUX CUA, 3ABACIHHS MPEBEHTUBHMX YAQPIB,
MPOBEAEHHS CNELLONEPALLM TOLLLO.

BAacHe, MeTolO € Take KOMGIHOBA-
HE BMKOPUCTOAHHS 3A3HAYEHUX 30XOAIB,
ke 6 y MIACYMKY CMOHYKOAO PEerioHM
Pocii, HAWIOHAOAbHI YTBOPEHHS HA i Te-
PUTOPII HO YOAi 3 MPUTOMHOIO OMO3MLLI-
€10 CTATHU iHILiaTOPAMU KAPAUHAABHUX
3MiH y BHYTPILLHIM i 30BHILLHIM NOAITULL
uiei AepXaBu. TOM MAE 30POAMUTMCS
LLLOCb HO 3PA30K HOBOrO «Pyxy 3a ne-
PebyAOBY», 9KM OO'EKTMBHO MPUBEAE
Cy4acHy Pocito A0 TOro, LLLO BOHO MOBTO-
puTb AOAKD CPCP. BO €AHICTb CbOTOAHILLI-
HA PP MOXeE YTPUMYBATU AMLLIE OBTOPU-
TAPHUMM, CUAOBUMM METOACMM. TYT MM

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

gradual transition to the construction
of modern states, the priority of which
will be economic development and
the well-being of the people rather
than aggression.

In fact, the collapse of the USSR
should be taken as an example. After
all, none of the new post-Soviet coun-
fries (except Russia) is undermining
infernational peace, violating inter-
national law or waging a war against
its neighbours, except when Moscow
creates these conflicts. It can be safe-
ly predicted that the disappearance
of aggressive Russia from the political
map will sharply reduce the number of
conflicts and sources of international
tension in the world, since the para-
mount goal of Russia’s foreign policy is
to create conflicts and then take part
in their ‘'settflement’ on its own terms.

Russia is not just an ‘Evil Empire’ but
the personification of World Evil. To
overcome it, in addition to changing
its perception of Russia, the collective
West must also develop a plan of con-
crete and comprehensive measures to
counter Russia, including economic,
political, diplomatic, military, regional,
national, cyber, outreach, and other
necessary components. They need
to be actively implemented over the
next 10-15 years. Obviously, this is not
about the use of armed forces, pre-
ventive strikes, sting operations, etc.

In fact, the goal is such a combined
use of these measures that would
eventually encourage the regions of
Russia and national formations in its
territory, led by the conscious opposi-
tion, to initiate radical changes in do-
mestic and foreign policy of this state.
There has to emerge something like a
new ‘perestroika movement’, which
will objectively lead modern Russia
to sharing the fate of the USSR. Be-
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3HOBY MOBEPHYAUCS AO (MOAITUKU TPbOX
A), Ky MOXAMBO PECAI3yBATH AMLLIE 3Q
YMOBMU MiATPUMKM 30BHi.

TakuM PO3BUTOK MOAIM MPU3BEAE, 30-
KpEeMQ, AO MOHATKY MPOLLECY CAMOIAEH-
TMADIKALL HOCEAEHHS HOBMX AEOXKAB, LLIO
CBOEIO Yeproto pas i Ha3aBXAM MOXO-
BAE POCIMCbKMI iMNEPCbKUA CUHAPOM
TA NpeTeHsii Ha CBITOBY reremoHito. Bia
LLbOTrO BUIPQIOTb YCi PETIOHU | HOPOAM Te-
NepiLLUHbOI POCII, BKAKOYHO 3 POCIMCHKMAA,
KM HAPELUTI MATUME 3MOTY  BIAYYTU
cebe okpeMMM €ETHOCOM. MOCKOBIs
NOBEPHETbCSA AO CBOIX GiAbLL-MEHLU ic-
TOPUYHUX E€THIMHUX KOPAOHIB, OAHOK 3Q
MAOLLLEIO 30AMLLMTBCH OAHIEIO 3 HAMOIAb-
LLIMX KPdiH €BPOMNEMCKOro KOHTUHEHTY.

3PO3yMIAO, LLLO «SA€PHE MUTAHHSN
BIAINDOBATUME TOAOBHY POAb Y PEOAI-
3auji TAKoro cLeHapito. Moro poss’s-
30HHS BMMOATATMME BiA KOAEKTUBHOIO
3aX0AY AyXe HiTKMX i Y€ CHUX rapaHTin
6e3neku BCiM HOBOCTBOPEHUM Aep-
XABAM. AAE He TaK, 9K Y pasi 3 byaa-
NELUTCBKMM MEMOPAHAYMOM. HATO
41 OKPEMI MOTO KPATHM ByAyTb 30608’ 5-
30HI TAPAHTYBATM Be3MNeKky i TepUTopI-
OAbHY LLAICHICTb HOBMM AEPXOABAM.
MOBIMHUM, OAE HOA3BMHAMHO BEAMKMM
MAIOCOM CTAHE MOCUAEHHSA TAOGOAb-
Hoi poAi HATO, W0 TakoX MA€E NPOUTH
eTan TpaHcdopmauii 3 perioHaAbHOI
B TAOGAABHY CUCTEMY Ge3neku.

PedAbHUM CTAHe i CyTTEBE CKO-
POYEHHS AAEpHOI 36poi B rAOGAAb-
HOMY BUMIpI.

MNepea KOAEKTMBHMM 30XOAOM MO-
CTOHE TAKOX BOPKAMBE 30BACHHS — HA-
AQrOAMTU  CMPABAI  B3OEMOBMIIAHY
€KOHOMI4HY ChiBMPALO 3 HOBOCTBO-
PEHUMU AEPXKABAMM, CTATU FAPAHTOM
CNpPABEAAMBOTO BMKOPUCTAHHSA  IXHiX
NMPUPOAHUX pecypciB. BapTo ouikyBaTH,
O CYBEPEHI3aLd TEPUTOPIM CrpUbTU-
ME IXHBOMY EKOHOMIMHOMY 3POCTAHHIO,
OAXE CbOTOAHI BOHWM € E€KOHOMIMHMAMM

cause the unity of today’s Russia can
be maintained only by authoritarian,
forceful methods. Here we have once
again returned to the ‘policy of three
Ds’, which can be implemented only
with external support.

Such a course of events will,
among other things, set in motion
the process of self-identification of
the population of the new states,
which, in turn, will all bury the Rus-
sian imperial syndrome and claims
to world hegemony once and for.
All the regions and peoples of pres-
ent-day Russia will benefit from this,
including Russians, who will finally
be able to feel like a separate eth-
nic group. Muscovy will return to its
more or less historical ethnic borders
but will remain one of the largest
countries in Europe.

It is clear that the ‘nuclear issue’ will
play a major role in the implementa-
tion of such a scenario. Ifs solution will
require from the collective West very
clear and honest security guarantees
to all the newly established states.
But repeating the case of the Buda-
pest Memorandum is not an opftion.
NATO or its individual members will be
obliged to guarantee the security and
territorial integrity of the new states. An
extremely advantageous side effect
will be the sirengthening of NATO’s
global role, which must also undergo
a transformation from a regional to a
global security system.

A significant reduction in nuclear
arsenals on a global scale will also be-
come feasible.

The collective West will also face
an essential task: to establish truly
mutually beneficial economic co-
operation with the newly independ-
ent states, to become a guarantor of
the fair use of their natural resources.
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KOAOHIIMM MOCKBM. LLe TOKOX BIAMOBIAC-
TUME IHTEPECOM 3AXOAY.

Y niacymky Pocis 3 TenepiwHboro
BUKAUKY AASl 30XOAY NEepeTBOPUTHLCS
Y KOAO APYXHIX A€PXAB, LLO CHiAbHO
NPOTHAIATUMYTb PECABbHIM 3arposi, ska
HQ TOM Yac 06’'eKTMBHO COOPMYETLCA Y
MiBAeHHO-CXiaHIN As3ii.

AesKi 9K POCIMChbKI, TOK i 30XiAHI QHO-
AITHKU MOAKOKOTb LLLE ¥ TPETIU cL.eHapin
MOXAMBOTO PO3BUTKY MOAIN. BiH MoAdrae
B TOMY, LLIO MICAS Biaxoay [lyTiHQ woro
HACTYMHWK (HOCTYMHWKMK) 3ANPOMNOHYIOTh
BALLMHITOHY CBOKO KAMITYAILjO B OOMIH
HQA 30epeEXKeHHs IXHIX MPUBIAEIB rPAByBO-
™ POCIiO | AQAI BUBO3UTM KAMITOA HQ 3aXiA,
NIATPUMYIOHM MOTO EKOHOMIKY | KOPUCTY-
tOHMCh BAQraMM Y BAOCHMX LLASIX.

TOKTMYHO Len NiAXIA CNPABAI MOE
MeBHI mepeBark, 60 BCE 3QAMLLIMTLCH
06e3 3MiH, He MOTPIOHO ByAe AOKACACTM
CEPMO3HUX 3YCHAb AO TPAHCJOOPMY-
BAHHS [POCIMCbKOI TePUTOPIi, BCTAHOB-
AEHHS KOHTOKTIB 3 HOBMMM CYO'EKTAMM
MDKHOPOAHMX  BIAHOCKMH, PO3B'43QHHS
NPOBAEMM JAEPHOTO PO33OPOEHHS Po-
Cii. Lle TOKOX LUQHC «BIAKPYTUTM MOAIl
HQ3QAY: MOCTABUTU MEPEA HOBOIO MOC-
KOBCbKOIO BACAOK YABTMMATYM LLLOAO
noeepHeHHs Kpumy i AoHBacy, Abxasil
v NMisaeHHol Oceril, MPUAHICTPOB'S; BCTY-
ny Ykpainmi 1a Ipysii Ao HATO; npunu-
HEHHS MIAPMBHOI AIIABHOCTI MPOTU KPAIH
€C i HATO, a takox Ha bamsbkomy Cxo-
Al, B AdbpumLL, AOTUHCBKIM AMepuLL | AQAI
30 BIAOMMM MepEAiKOM. Y MOCKBI MOro
BUMYLLIEHO MNPUMUMYTb. Barato mpobaem
ByAe PO03B'93AHO, OAE HE BCI.

OAHOK TOKE pPILLIEHHS O3HAYATMME
YyeproBui CTpPATEriYHUMK nporpawl 3a-
xoAy. BiH noBTOpUTL CBOIO NOnNepeAHio
MOMMAKY, KOAU BiH LLMPO NOBipuB 0Gi-
usHkam Bb. €AbuuHa nobyayBaTtn mu-
POAIOGHY i AemokpaTtuyiHy Pocilo. LLIo
3 LLbOTO BMMLLAO CbOTOAHI — BAHATH HO-
BiTb HOM3AMEKAILLI «pufinverstehen. Tak

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

It is fo be expected that the sover-
eignty of the territories will contribute
tfo their economic growth, as today
they are the economic colonies of
Moscow. It will also be in line with
the interests of the West.

As a result, from a challenge to the
West Russia will turn into the circle of
friendly states jointly counteracting the
real threat that will objectively stem
from Southeast Asia.

Some Russian and Western analysts
paint a third possible scenario, which is
that after Putin's departure, his succes-
sor(s) will offer Washington their surren-
derin exchange for retaining their priv-
ileges to plunder Russia and continue
to export capital to the West, thus sup-
porting the latter's economy and using
the benefits for their own purposes.

Tactically, this approach real-
ly has certain advantages because
everything will remain unchanged,
and no serious effort will be needed to
tfransform the Russian territory, establish
contacts with new international actors,
and solve the problem of nuclear dis-
armament in Russia. It is also a chance
to ‘rewind’: to put an ultimatum to the
new Moscow authorities on the return
of Crimea and Donbas, Abkhazia
and South Ossefia, and Transnistria;
Ukraine and Georgia's accession to
NATO; cessation of subversive activi-
fies against the EU and NATO coun-
tfries as well as in the Middle East, Af-
rica, Latin America and further down
the well-known list. Moscow will be
compelled to accept it. Many prob-
lems will be solved but not all.

However, such a decision will
mean another strategic loss for the
West. It will repeat its previous mis-
take when it sincerely believed Bo-
ris Yeltsin’s promises about building
a peaceful and democratic Russia.
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Camo Byae i LLboro pasy. Pocid 3a nesHmM
4AC MOBEPHETLCH A0 CBOTO MPUPOAHOTO
CTQHY — TOTOAITOPM3MY | ArpeCUBHOCTI.
bes TMCKY 30BHI Ll A@PXABA BCEPEAUHI
HIKOAM HE 3MIHUTBCA. AAE BCEMEPEMOXK-
HUIA LLMHI3M LLIAKOM MOXKE B3STU TOPY.
HaTtoMicTb MOAITMKAO (KEpPOBAHO-
ro posnaay» Pocii nonpu ii komnaek-
CHiCTb, OAraTtopiBHEBICTb 30BAOHb |
CKAQAHICTb PEQAAI3OLi 3YMOBUTb TAU-
©OKi i MO3UTUBHI TAODAAbHI 3MIiHM, 30B-
ASKM AKUAM B OCSKHIM mepcnekTumsi [Mis-

HIYHY ATAQHTMKY | MPOCTOPU CY4QCHOT

Pocii moOXHO Oyae MeEpPETBOPUTU HA
TepUTOPItO CTABIABHOCTI, Be3nekm i
€KOHOMIYHOTO 3pOCTaHHA. Came 3a
TAKMX OOGCTABMH HACTAHE 4HAC AAA
BTIAEHHA MOKM WL,O ABCOAIOTHO iAlO-
30pHOI KOHUenuji «6e3neku i po3BUT-
Ky BiA BaHKkyBepa A0 BAaauBocTOKAON.
B iHLLOMY pa3i BCE 3HOBY MOBEPHETHCH
HQ KPYr1 CBOS.

AX HiSK HE CYMHIBAIOCS B TOMY,
o Pocis npunMHUTL CBOE iCHYBAHHSA
niA TArapem BHYTPIWHIX npo6Aem Ta
HABITb 30 YMOBMU NMPOAOBXEHHA Tene-
PiLLHbOrO MOAAOAIEBOro COHKLMHOroO
TUcky. LLe BiAGyAeTbCS NPOTArom Ha-
CTYMHOro HETPMBAAOIO iCTOPUYHOrO
NPOMIXKKY Yacy. MUTAHHA AMLLIE B LLiHI,
AKY LMBIAI3OBAHMIM CBIT 3a LLE 3AMAQ-
TMTb. YKPQIHO BXE MOKAQAQ HA LEM
BIBTAP TUCSHYI XKMTTIB CBOIX TPOMOASH,
MIABMOHM CKOAIMEHMX AOAb, BEAMYE3HI
E€KOHOMI4HI BTPATH. KOAEKTUBHMIM 3aXiA
MOXE BIAKYMUTUCS TENEP AMLLIE KiAb-
KOMQA COTHSIMU MIAbAPAIB AOAQpIB, sKi
B MEPCMEKTMBI BCE OAHO MATUME MOX-
AMBICTb KOMNEHCYBATU EKOHOMIYHU-
MU BUrOACQMM BiA B3AEMOAI 3 HOBUMM
NOCTPOCIHCbKUMU AEPXKABAMM.

Tak, ue BUKAMK. | BIH noTpedye HOBO-
rO MOrASAY HQ CBITOYCTPIM, 3Q KM BOPTO
Bopotmcs. OT TiAbKM MOCTAE MUTAHHS: Y4
3AQTEH CbOTOAHI KOAEKTMBHMIM 3AXiA 3PO-
3YMITH, LLLO TOKO NePCMNEKTMBA BIAMOBIAQE

Even the most ardent putinverste-
hers can see how that furned out.
This fime, it will be the same. In a
while, Russia will return to its natural
state — fotfalitarianism and aggres-
sion. Without pressure from outside,
this state will never change from in-
side. But the all-conquering cynicism
may well prevail.

Instead, the policy of Russia’s ‘man-
aged disintegration’, despite its com-
plexity, multi-level tasks and difficult
implementation, will lead to profound
and positive global change that will
furn the North Atflantic and modern
Russia into an area of stability, security,
and economic growth. Itis under such
circumstances that the time will come
to implement the so far completely illu-
sory concept of ‘security and develop-
ment from Vancouver to Viadivostok'.
Otherwise, everything will go back fo
the way it was before.

| have no doubt that, saddled with
internal problems, Russia will cease
to exist even if the current ineffi-
cient sanctions are maintained. This
will happen over the next short pe-
riod of time. The only question is the
price the civilised world will pay for it.
Ukraine has already laid on this altar
thousands of lives of its citizens, mil-
lions of crippled destinies, and huge
economic losses. The collective West
can now buy its way out only with a
few hundred billion dollars, which in
the long run will be recouped through
economic benefits of cooperation
with the new post-Russian states.

Yes, it is a challenge. And it re-
quires a new vision of the world or-
der that is worth fighting for. Only
one question arises: Is the collective
West able to understand that such
a prospect is in ifs highest strategic
interest and to act accordingly?2
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MOrO BULLIUA CTPATEMYHUM IHTEPECAM, i
AISTW BIAMOBIAHO?

HacTtaB 4ac AAS HOBOI MOAITMYHOI
eAiTU 3axoAy, AKAa AUBUTLCA HE COGi nia
HOIM, BOBTY354UCb Y 60poTbbi 3a nepe-
MOTry HA YeproBux BUGOPAX, O BUCOKO
niAHIMAE roAOBY i 3a3MPAE 30 TOPU3OHT.
A o4oAuTH i maloTb BisioHepu. He 6ara-
TO, aAe x0M KiAbka! IHOKLLIE 3a MOAITHMYHY
KOPOTKO30PICTb | HEOCIKAHHS YXBAAKOBAO-
T CTPATETHHI PILLEHHS AOBEAETLCS AYXKE
BoAg4HEe | AOPOTrO MAQTUTU.

Bu6ip 3aBXaM €. K i BIANOBIAGABHICTb
30 HbOTO...

Volodymyr OHRYZKO

The time has come for the new
political elite in the West, which will
not look down at its feet, struggling
to win the next election, but will
raise its head high and look beyond
the horizon. It should be led by vi-
sionaries. Not many but at least a
few! Otherwise, the cost of political
short-sightedness and unwillingness
fo make strategic decisions will be
painfully high.

There is always a choice - and re-
sponsibility for it...

1. SlkoBeHKO M. KOHCTUTYLUMS CDALLMCTCKOrO MEPEBOPOTA U MEPCNEKTMBLI POC-

cum // Kacnapos.ru. 21
php2id=5FB82E934D657

HOsOpPs 2020. URL: https://www.kasparov.ru/material.
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